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SALARIES: 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR: Salary of Lieutenant Governor of the 

State of Missouri. 

October 1?, 1945 

Honorable J.i'orrest :Jmi th 
,'Jtute _,,uditor 
Jefferson 0ity, Llissou.ri 

FILED 
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'rhis 'ltJill acknowledge receipt oi' youl' letter retluast- · 
ing un opinion, which reads as follows: 

"VJe are ln receipt of u requisition i'ro.m 
the Governor's office to pay the Lt. Gov­
ernor ci' 1\olis:::ouri f'or uct•inL:: o.s Gove1·nor 
ciu1.·in,:.; · 8evon duys of the .W.onth of July 
1945.t. 

,.s. H. 168 which was approved on 11.ugust 2, 
l94S • found. on pages 069 and 870 o1' the 
1943 lldssouri I,aws, p~·ovides among other 
tllinc;s, that the Lt. Governor shull receive 
~? ,500 u. year wllich amount shall constitute 
tJ10 totul corll.pousation for t..dl duties to be 
peri'orJtled by such oi'f'icer ancl tuore sh;~tll 
be no further payment made to Ol' accepted 
by said oi'ficel' for· the j_)eri'o:l.'m.anoe of any 
duty now required to be pe:cfor.mecl by said 
oi'fio er, 

nr would like an opinion from ;y-our oJ.':.Cice 
as to whether \\TO can let;ally pay the Lt. 
Governor f'or these seven duys in which l!e 
served us Governor of 1,li:::souri during the 
absence of' the Governo1· from Missouri." 

Prior to the enautment of Ue.natc Bill 168, pus sed by the 
62nd Goneral Assembly, found in Laws of 1943, pages 869-U?O, 
and r·ef'e1.·:ced to in your requ.est, "tlJ.G Lieutenunt C}ovornor re­
coived his total sulary ~.mu cmnpenl?ntion under various laws 
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for services rendered to the Gtut.e of Missouri. 

Section 13397, R~ s. lvio. 19~9 ,· provides tl1ut the Lie'lten­
ant, Govornor, c-ts suoh, shall reoei ve a salary at the rate or 
one thousand. d.ollars per annum as full compensation for his ser­
via es; also thut when he shall act as Governor, .he shall recel ve 
the salary oi' said office. -

Section 18, Article V, oi' tlle Constitution, page l07c, 
H. s. !1o, 1939 • provides that the Lieutenant Governor, while 
presiding in the Senate, shall' reoei ve the same compensation as 
shall be allowed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Section 9158, R. B. Mo. 19::>9, provides thutthe Lieuten ... 
o.nt Governor sllt~.ll be a member of the Board of Probation and 
l)al'Ole, u.nd sllall l~ecei ve as ooltlpensation tor adui tional duties 
ana services performed by him as such member, in addition to 
the sELlaries and, fees allowed by law for his servioes as Lieu ... 
tenant Govornor, the same salary u.nd expenses allowed by law 
to other .melll.bers of said. Board. '!:he same statut.e provides 
tllut the other me1u.beJ:.'S oi' the Board shall receive .a. salary of 
three thousand dollars per annum and necessary expenses •. 

A,well established rule of statutory construction is to 
ascertain the lawmakers' intent frorr1 the words used i1' possible 
and to put on tha languac;e oi' the I.e~:·;islature, honestly and 
tui thi'ully, 1 t s plain und rational meaning u.nd to pro.mota 1 t a 
object und the lUa.llii'est purpose of the statute. .A.rtophone 

•, oorpora.tion v. Coale, 133 d. w. (2d) 34J, 345 liLO, 044. 

Unquestionably, the intention ol' the Lecislatu:t:e, in 
passing Senate Bill 168, supra, was to abolish the hlany laws 
pertainj.ng to the .salary of the Lieutenant Governor and en­
act in lieu thereof a law providing one sularj'' for all ser­
vices rendered the ::.>tate of i,.'Iissouri. 

Senate Bill 168, as passed by the 62nd General Assembly, 
Laws 1943, pages 869-d?O, reads au follows: 

"Section 1. Salaries o:r State Officers~ -
Thut from und. utter tl1efirst day ot January, 
l945, the Governor shall receive an annual 
salary of \)10 ,obo, the Lieutenant-Governor, 
the Secretary Of State, the State rrreasurer, 
tlle dtate Auditor, the Attorney-General shall 
eucl1 receive an annuul sc~lci.ry of '~;7, 500, and 
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from and u.fter· the first dny of January, 
194'7, the Superintendent of Public Schools 
shall receive an annual salary of .~i'7.500, 
said salaries to be paid at the times and 
in the manner now ·provided by law. 

"'11he said salaries shall constitute the total 
corupensa.tion :for all duties to be performed 
by said officers und there shall be no fur­
ther payments mtJ.de ·to o1· accepted .by said of-

, ficers for tl1e performance of any duty now 
required to be performed by said of'fioers or 
either of them under any and all exi.stiilg 
laws. 

"Section 2. R§peo.ling oonflictinfi laws .... 
All laws in oonfllot with the provisions of 
this act pertaining to the salaries, or .com­
pensation, of the officers named in Section 
1 of this act al'e hereby repealed." 

At the time Senate Bill 168 was passed, Section 18, .Arti­
cle V, of the Constitution of the stu:te of rEisaouril page l0'7o, 
R. s. Mo. 1939, \JUS in ef'feot, and authorized the L eutenant 
Governor to act as Governor under certain conditions, and pro­
vided tllat ,,.men so servinc; a.s Governor, he wau entitled to all 
the emoluments of the o:Ci'ice of' Governor. Said constitutional 
provision reads: 

"In case o1' death, conviction or 1mpeachruont, 
failure to r1uali:Cy, resignation, absence from. 
the S·liate O.l.' other disability o1' the Governor, 
the J)OWers, duties und em.olwilellts oi' the of­
fie e :fo1, the residue of' the term, or until 
t.he disability sha.ll bo rom.oved, shall devolve 
upon the Lieutena.nt-Governor." · 

Furthermore, Section 11, ;~,rtiole IV, o:t the Constitution 
of 1945 also provides that on tlle decLth, conviction or impeach .. 
ra.ent, fu.ilure to (j_Ualify 1 resignation, absence i'rohl the state 
or other disability or the GovGl'nor, tho povvors, duties and 
emoluments oi' the Governor shull devolve upon the Lieutenant 
Governor for the remainder oi' tho term or until the disability 
is reDloved, which provision is al.:hlost idonticul vdth the :fore­
going constitutional provision in H.. 8. 1vlo. 1939. 



' -"' 

Honorable .ii'orrest ~3mith October 1'7, 1945 

Another well e~1tablished rule of statutory construction 
is that t.li.e unconsti tutionuli ty of part of' u statute does not 
render the rellla.inder thereof invalid wllere enousll remains, 
after discal'dl:ng the ·invlt.liq part, to show the le,gisla.tive 
intent and furnish sufficient moans to .ei'f'eotua.te it. State 
ex rel~ McDonald v. Lollis, 33 :.:.~.Vi. (2d) 98, ~26 r11o. 644. 

1rherei'ore • in view oi' the two foregoing oonsti tutional· 
pr·oviaions, we question the validitu of Senate Bill 168, as 
passed by the 62nd General Assembly, as to that part provid• 
inc; thut the salary specified tll.erein shall bG tho total com ... 
pensation for all services rendered, 

.Applying ·the above rule of statutory construction in 
State ex rel. McOonald v. Lollis, supra, we are oi''the opin­
ion thut the Lieutenant Governor is entitled. to the salary 
provided in senate Bill 168; · ~7500.00 pEn; annum, in lieu ot 
all ot.hel1 oolllpensation, except that provided. i'o.r .in the fore­
going constitutional pl*Ovisions while a.otinc; as Governor ot 
the State of Missouri. In suoh case, he is entitled to all, 
the emoluments of the oi'1'1ce oi' Governor. 
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Ji.:PFH.OVT~D: 

J. E. 11'J~YL0f~ 
Attorney General 

iffi.H:HR 

Respectfully suhnlitted, 

.1\UBRE'Y R. H:UJill!I8'11'r, Jr • 

.i1.ssistant Attorney General 
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