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TAXATION' OF. MANUFACTURERS® Taxing ¢ raw materials
o " and stocks on hand.

o | FILED
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Honorable Imory.(C, ledlin

Prosecuting Attorncy ‘ '
Barry County

Cassaville, ilissouri

Dear Sirs:

This department is in receipt of your letter under
date of July 25, requesting an opinion on the following
state of facts:

"The County Assessor has asked
me a question and I am submitting
1t to you. 1In my county we have
two places thot manufacture garmentas,
At Cassville, a shirt factory and
at llonett a pants factory. e would
like to kmow how to assess them and
should he assess the stock that they
have on hands. Also Armour & Company
have a produce house in this county.
They buy chickens, dress and pack
them and then freezec them., A number
of times store them in the ice plant.
He would also like to know how to
agsoesg their stock and should the
stock of these concorns be assezsed,"

Your abtention is callod to Section 11339, R. 3. 19239,
wilch staLes in part:

"All manufacturers in this state
shall be licensed and taxed on all
raw materlal and finished nroducts,
a8 well as all theo oolu, machinery

and appliances used by thew, in the
same manner a3 is or may be provided
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by law for the taxing and licensing

of merchants) and no county, city,

town, townsilp, or municipal authore

ity thereoi, shall ever levy any

agreator amount of tax asainst a
manufacturer then is levied against
morchents for tho same period, On :
the flrst MHonday in June in each year

1t shall be the duty of each pecraon,
corporation or copartnership of per-
sons, as provided by thils articls, to
furnish to tho assessor of the county

in which such liecense may have boen
sranted a statement of the greatest
amount of raw material and finished
products, as well as all the toola,
machinery and appliances used by him

or them, whlch he or they may have had
on hand at any one tlme hetweon the

firat Monday In March and the first
Monday In June next preceding; sald
statement shall) include raw materlal

and finlshed products owned by such
manufacturer, as well as all the toola,
machinery and appliances used by him

or thems It shall be the duty of the
county assessgor to enter such statements
in a bhook to be prepared for that pur-
pose at the expense of tlhie county, sult-
ably ruled, with columns for the name '
of the manufacturer, the amount of his

or tholr sbtatements as returned to the
s3sessor, the valuatlon of such state~
ments as oequalized by the county board
of equalization, and for state, county
and achool taxes, and such other colwans
as may be found useful or convenient in
practice; such book shall he verlfied by
an affldavit of the assessor, annexed
thereto, 1n the following words, to wit:
! . helng duly sworn, makes
oath and says that he has made dilirent
efforts to mecure sworn stabements from
all peraons, corporations or firms, dolng
business as manufacturers in the county
of which he ls assessorj that so far as
he has been able to securo such statements,
they are correctly set forth in the foree
coing book.? 4 4 46 & w2 P
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You will note the abovc section provides that taxilng
of manufacturers shall be in the same manner as 1s or may
be provided by law for the taxling and llcensing of merchants.

Section 11306, R. 5. 1939, applles to the taxing of
merchants, and provldes:

"Merchants shall pay an ad valorem
tax -equal to that which 1s I&8vied upon
real estate, on the highest amount of
8ll goods, wares and merchandise which
they may have ln their possesasion or
under thelr control, whethor owned by
them or consigned to them for sale, at
any time between the first lNonday 1n
March and the first lMonday in June in
each years i # 4 # # "

The provislons of the two statutes cited above will be
amended - by the present Leglslature to conform to the Consti-
tution of 1945, and future asssssments will necesserily have
to comply with the laws enacted by this Legislature.

Concluslon,

It 13 the oplnion of thls department that, under the
present statutes, the merchandlse of the companies mentioned
in your request for an opinion should be taxed in tho amount
and manner as provided in the statutes set out in thils opinion.

Respectfully submitted,

We DRAVDY DUNCAN
Assistant Attorney General
APPROVED$

Attorney General
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