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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW: 

'1 
Board of Jury Commissioners for Jackson 
County shall follow provisions of Sections 
697 and 719, R. s. Mo. 1939, until July 1, 
1946, unless sooner amended to conform to 
new Constitution. 

Uay 4, 1945. FILED 

Honorable Andrew 1:. Leacy, Clerk 
Board of Jury Commissioners 
302 County Co~thouso 
Kansa~ City 6, Missouri 

Dear Iiir, Leaoy2 

Under date of' May 3 1 1945, you wrote this office 
requesting an opinion aa follows: 

"We are desirous of secw~,1ng a ruling on 
the matter with ref'eronce to women serv ... 
ing as jurors. 

"Section 22 of our new Constitution 
provides as follows: 

"'No citizen shall be disqualified 
from jury service because of sex, 
but the court shall oxcuse·any woman 
vrho roquests exemption therefrom 
boforo beinG sworn as a juror.' 

"Section 697, H. s. I;Io. 1939, provides 
as f ollO\'IS t 

II I Every j m~or, el'and and petit, shall 
be a male citizen of tho state, resi--dent of tho county, sober ond intelli-
gent, of good reputation, over twenty-
one years of age and otherwise qualified.' 

11Section 719, ll, S. J'.Io. 1939 1 provides 
as follows: 

11 'In all tl~ials of civil actions in any 
court of record in this state a jury 
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Hon~ Andrew P. Leacy -2- llay 4, 1945 

shall consist of twelve m~nposscs­
sing the qualifications as are or may. 
hereafter be provided by lawt ~~ -;:- ;!-t 

''VIill you pleas~ advise us as soon as 
possible whether the-above constitutional 
provision is self .... executing 1 or if it will 
require legislation to mal{& it of2ect1ve." 

The answer to your question is found in Section 2 
of the Schedule of the new·Const1tution, which is aa follows: 

"All laws· in i'o:r.oe at the time of the 
adoption of thi-s Constitution and con­
sistent therewith shall remain in full 
force- and effect unt1.1 amended or re- · 
pealed by the general asaambly. All 
laws inconsistent. with this Ootistitu­
tion, unless sooner repealed or amended. 
to conform With this Const.1tutionl' ~1 
remain in full force and effect until · . . u . 
July 1., ~946. 

:tna.smuch as Section 69'1, R. s. Mo, 1939, and Section 
719, R .. s. Mo. 1939, quoted in your letter, are in con:flict with 
Section 22 ~ Article I, of tlH) new Constitution, those sections 
of the statute, under the provisions of Section 2 of the -schedule 
of the new Constitution hereinabove quoted, will ramnin in force 
and effect until the first day of July, 1946, tmless soo-ner 
amended or repealedto conform to the pPovisions of Section 22, 
Article I, of the new Constitution. 

Conclusion 

It is, therefore, the opinion of this office that the 
Board of Jury Comraisaionol.,D foP Jackson County will follow the 
provisions of tho statutes mentioned in your letter 1mtil these 
statutes are amended or repealed. 

APPROVJ:ill: 

J • 1.!:. rrAYLOR 
Attorney General 

Haspectfully submitted, 

W. 0,. JACKSON 
Assistant Attorney General 


