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"Podiatry™ is synonymous with Pchiropody,” and
State Board of Health may determine eligibility of
any applicant for admission to practice in this state.

October 5, 1945
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R, M, James, M. D,
State Health Commissioner

Dear Sir:

~Jelfferson City, Mlssourl

WWe are in recelpt of your letvter requesbinb an oplnion
dated Ootober.4, 1945, as follows:

"Dr, Sanvel Zuckerman, Chiropodist, 7731
Gannon Avenue, S3t. Louls, Missouri, who
has been serving in the Army, and is a
graduate of the IFirst Inptitute of Podila-
try, New York City, June 4, 1939, 1s ask=-
ing permisgsion to tauke the examlnation in
Chiropody. It seems that the Chiropody
Advisory Board, appointed by the 3Jtate
Board of Health orf iilugsouri, is objecting
to Dr. ZJuckerman taking the examination
for the reason that it would be contiary
to the Laws of Missouri, Session aActs 1943,
section 9798, They clalu that since the
ﬂirst Institute of Podiatry doeg not teach

t.ie degres of D. Y, C. (doctor of surgilcal
chiropody) that he should 1ot be pernitted
t0 teke the examination,

“In your opinion, would tho bourd be acting
coutrary to the Laws of Misgouri, Session
Acts 1943, in permitting this party to tuake
the Chiropody exumination."

Attached to your rejuest was & folder issucd by the
Nationul Assoeciation oi Chiropodists, washington, 0., C, This
folder states that the Pirst Institute of Podlatry of New York,
N, Y., ivom which the gpplicant graduated in 19469, is one of




Re M, Jomes, M. D. S mBe October U, 1945

six colleges upproved by the Watlonal Associlation of Chiropo~
diStSO

The folder also states that the word "podiatry" is sy-
nonymous with “chiropody," belng used in the regulatory laws
of a rew states lnstead of "chiropody." A gearch of the sgtat-
ubes of various states reveals that thls is true, avd that
Wew York, the District of Columbla, und other jurisdictions
commonly ugse the word "podiatry," 1n each case stating that
it is synonymous with "chiropody,."

We note that the applicant in guestion is a graduato
of a New York school, and reference 4o the NNew York Statutes
reveals 3ection 1415 Article b3, Publlc Health Laws oi New
York, which is as 1ollows’

"Whenever the word 'podiatry' is used in
this article or iu any other law, the word
*chiropody' shall be considered as having
the same meaning and effect wnd whonever
tile word 'podlatriat' is used in this ar-
ticle, or in uny other law, the word
*chiropodigt! shall be congldered as have
ing the same weaning wnd effect,v

We also {ind the following definition of the science of
"podlatry" in Sectlon 1401, .iriticle 53, Public Health Laws of
New Yorl:

"The practice of podiatry ls deflned as
follows: For the purpose of thls article
‘chiropody' or 'podiatry' shall be held to
be the diagnosis of foot ailments snd the
practice of minor surgery upon the feet
limited to thoge structures of the foot
superficial to the inner layer of the
fascia of the foot, the palliative and
mechanical treatment of deformitles and
functional dlsturbances of the feet, but
it shall not confer the right to treat
communicable or constitutional disesses
of the bones, ligaments, muscles or ten-
dons of the feet or any other part of the
body, or to perform any operation on the




R, M, James, M, D, , B October 5, 1945

bones, liguments, muacles or tendons of
the feet involving the use of any cutting
instrument or the right to use any an-

, aegthetica other than local."

An Act of Congress of lay 26 1918 (40 Stat. B560), pives
tne rollowling delinition°

"Podiatry (or chiropody)vis hereby de-
fined to he the surglcal, medloal or me-
chanical treatment of any aillment of the
human foot, except the amputstion of the
foot or any of the toes, and, also, ex-
. cept the use ol an anesthetic othar than
- a local one," :

: The latter’de;inition'corresponds'very closely to that
found in the laws of Misaourl, Seotion 9796, R. 3. Mo, 1939,
which is as follows'

"The definition of the word 'chiropody!
shall, for the purpose of this article,

be held to be the looal, medical, mechani-
cal or surglcal txeatments of the ailuents
of the huwmun foot, aud massage in counec-
tion therewith except amputation ol the
foot or toes, or the use of anuesthetics
other than looal, oi the use of drugs or
medicine other than local antiseptlos.“

The 3tate Doard of Health way, thereforce, treat the
terms "podintry? and Ychiropody" ag synonymous in conslder-
ing the quuliiicatlons of the appllcaunt mentioned.

Po bo admitted to resistration as a proctltloner of
chiropody in this state, en upplicunt is now requlred to com-
ply with Jection 9798, Laws of 1949, page 582, which is as
-Tollows:

¥Any persoin not entitled to replatration
as aforesaid, who shall furnisil the board
with satlelactory proof thut he or she 1s
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twenty-one yearsy of age vr over, und of
good moral chuaracter, and a citizen of the
Unlted States, und that he or she has re-
culved at least four years' high school
training, or the equivalent thereof, as
determined by the board, and has recolved
a diploma or certiiicate ol graduation
from a reputable school of chiropody con-
Terring the degrese of D.S5.C. (doctor of
surgleal ehiropody) end recogulzed and ap-
proved by the State Board of Health, have-
ing a winimum reguirement of three acho-
lastic years, shall, upon payment of a foe
01 twenbty-rive dollars, be exaumined, and
1f found guuwlirfied, shall be registered,
and shall receive in testimony thereof a
certiticate signed by the chalrmen and
georetary of the board: Provided, that.
tiie stote board ori health may, under reg-
ulutions established by the board, admit
without examinetlon legally qualified
pructitioners of chiropody who hold cer-
tificates to practlice chiropody in any
state or territory of the Unlted States
or the Distrlet of Coluwbia with equal
educational requirements to the state of
lilagourl and that extend like privlileges
t0 lepally gualified practitioners from
this stute upon the uppliount paying to
the gtate board of health u fee of Tifty
dollarg ($50.00) .7

, An exandpation of the previous atatute, amonded by that
Just above guoted, reveals thut the requlrements were rulsed
t0 reoquire a diploma from a reputauble school of chiropody,
having a minimua reuuiroment of threo scholastic years, the
previous reguirement belng only two years. The last aet also
pirovided Tor recognition and approvul of the school of chirop-
ody concerncd by the Stube Bourd o leaulth, and reguired that
tlie school huve authority to confer thic degrse of doctor of
surgicel chiropody.

Rolference to the folder, above-mentloned, discloses
tiwwt the Firgt Institubte of TPodiatry of Hew York has an en-
trance requirement of two years collejc work aud that the pro-
fesslonal course extends over a period of four years. Appli-
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cant states that he 13 a pgraduate of this school, and he wos
epparently invosted witi a degree from the school. The state-
ments contained .in this folder are not accepted as proof of
the facts stated, but those facts, in the final analysis,
should be determlned by the State Board of Health.

It 1s believed that the foregoing will enable the State
Board of Heulth to arrive at a proper oconclusion by a determi-
nation of the facts surrounding the qualirications of the ap-
plicant aud the standlng of the sohool from which he roceived
his training :

CONCLUSION

It 1s our conclusion that "podiatry" «nd “ochiliiropody"
are synonymoug termg, and that an appliocant for reszlstration
to practice chiropody in thls state may be permitted to take
the examination required by Section 9798, Laws of lilssouri,
1943, puge 563, ln the disoretion of the State Doard of Health,
it the board shall determine that he has met the .necessary
educational reguirements at a school of chiropody or podiatry
recognized and approved by the State Board of Health. The
board may approve such school if 1t grants a degree equiva-
“lent to thut of doctor of sur;ical chiropody;, although given
another desigznation.

Respectfully submltted,

ROBERY L. JIYDER

Asslstant Attorney General -

APPROVED:

J. 5. T.YLON
Attorney General
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