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11Pod.iatr0· is synonymous with u~hir~-pody, n and 
State Board of Health may determine eligibility 
any aplJlicant for admission to practice in this 

of 
state. 

oc·fjober 5, 1945 F r L_ Eo 1 

ildj 
R. JvT. Jr.wws, M. D. 
Gtato ·Health Oo.iilJllissioner 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Deur Sir: 

We are in :t•ooeipt of your letter requestinc; an opinion, 
dated Ootober.4, 1945, as follows; 

"Dr. tiaruuel Zuckerman, Chiropodist, 7731 
Gannon Avenue, :Jt. Louis, :Missouri, who 
has been servinc; in tlle Army, and is a 
graduate oi' the :l!'irst Institute of I;odia­
try, New York Uity,. June ::.>, 1939, is ask­
inG permission to take the oxumination in 
Chiropody. It see1ns that the Chiropody 
Advisory Board, appointed by the State 
Board oi' Health of 1:rissouri, is objecting 
to Dr. ~uokerman takinc tho examination 
for the rea son t lla t it v:ro uld be o on t1·ury 
to the Laws of Nlissouri, Session A.ots 1943, 
:Jection 9'798. They oluiw. thu.t since the 
First Institute o:.C Podiatry does not teach 
t-•e dee;rae of D. ·s~ c. {doctor ot sur.f;ioal 
chiropody) thu t lw should not be permitted 
to take the exal!lination. 

11 In your opinion, would tho bo t:U"'d be ao t i.l'l.e; 
cmd;ral ... Y to the I,avvs o:L l'liusouri, Session 
11.cts 1943, in peJ.·ru.it;-ting this party· to take 
the Chiropody oxu.m:Lnution." 

Attached to your· re;.iuost was u folder issuou by the 
Nationul Association of Chiropod.ists, liushinc;ton, D. a. This 
folder stu tea tllu.t tllo ll'irat lnsti tute o1' J?odlatry of Nevr York, 
N. Y., i'rom which tlle UJ>plicu.nt graduated in 1939, is one o:r 
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six eollecas UPlJroved by the Ha.tional Association ol.' Ohiropo­
dists. 

The folder also states t.ttut the wot•d "podiatry" is sy­
nonymous with "chiropody," beinc; used in the regulatory .laws 
of a few states instead o:r "chiropody." A oeuJ::•ch of the stat­
utes of various states reveals thut ·t;his is true, und tllut 
New York, the District of' Colum.bia, u.nd other jurisdictions 
c onu.aonly use the 'vord "podiatry," in each case stu tint; that 
it iB synonymous with "chiropody." 

We note that ~he applicant in quDstion in o. gl,aduato 
of a New Yt>rlc school, und reference to the New· York Statntos 
reveals Section 1415, .f\rticle ti:S, Public H0al th I..uws oi' New 
York, which is as follows: 

"Whenever the word 'podiatry' is used in 
this article or in any other law, the word 
'chiropody' shall be considered as having 
the sume meaninc; u.nd ei'i'eo'l:i u.nd ·whenever 
tlle 'WOrd 'podiatrist' is used in this ar­
ticle, or in u.ny other law, the wo1'd 
'chiropodist' shall bo considered as hav­
inc; the Sclule 1u.eanine; w1d ofi.'eut. 11 

We also i'ind the following definition oi' tho science of 
"podiatry" in Section 1401, ..:U•-Gicle 53, l?ublio Houlth Laws of 
New York: 

"The practice of podiatry is defined as 
follows: :I!,ox· the purpose of this article 
'chil•opody' or 'podiatry' shall be held to 
be the diagnosis of foot ailments and the 
practice of Jilinor surgery upon the feet 
limited to those structures of the foot 
superficial to the inner layer of' the 
fascia of the foot, the palliative and 
raeclle.nical treatment of deformities and 
func:t;ional disturbances of the i'eet, but 
it shall not confer the right to treat 
communicable or constitutional diseases 
of the bones, lisament s, muscles or ten­
dons of the feet or any other part of the 
body, or to perform any'operation on the 
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bones, liGumeuts, muscles or tendons of 
the feet involving the use of aily cutting 
instrument or the right to use any an­
aesth~tios other than local." 

..,'\.n Act of Oon(;;ress of 1\iay 2~, 1918 (40 ;Jtat. 5GO), cGiVeS 
t:ne x'ollowing definition: 

"Podiatry (or chiropody)· ia hereby de.;. 
tined to ba the surgical, medical or me­
ohanioal t:.t'eatment or any ailment or the 
hwna.n foot, except the amputation oi' the 
foot or any of the toea, and, also, ex­
cept the usa o:r an anestliet1o other than 
a local one." 

The latter derinition corresponds very closely to that 
round in the laws of Missouri, Section 9796, R. s. Mo. 1939, 
vuhioh is as follows: 

"The definition of. the word 'chiropody' 
shall, for the purpose of this article, 
be held to be t11e looal; medical, mechani­
cal or sur.:::;ioal tr;eatments of tlle ailments 
of the huruu.n foot, und raassage in connec­
tion therewith except a.raputation of the 
foot ox toes, or the usa of anaesthetics 
other than local, 01· tllt~ use of druas or 
medicine otlw:c thu.n locul antiseptics. n 

'rhe J·cnt.e DouJ:d of Houlth 1.wy, tilel"efo:r:o, tl'eat the 
terms "podiatl .. yu und nolliropody11 as synonyraous in consider­
inc; the quulii'ioatious of tllo applicant mentioned. 

'l1o be uCIJUi·ttod to roc;istl·atJ.on us a J?l'<J.ctit.1oner of 
chiropody in this s·liate, t:.U1 ttJ)plicunt is nov.r I'eq_uired to com­
ply with dection <;F/98, Lavm of l94j, pace 582, which is as 

·follows: 

n.1my perso.a not entitled to rec;ist.l~ation 
as af oreGuid, who shall i'urnisll the board 
wi tll so.tioi'uctory proof thu.t he or Dha is 
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t1i.renty-ont:~ y~a:rf:j of ago Ul' ovu1•, Wld of 
good moral c11ara.ctex·, and a citizen of the 
United Stutes, uud that ile or she has re-
00iVed at least four·years' high school 
training, or the equivalent thereof, us 
de·Germined by the board, uud has recaived 
a diplolllci. or cel~tii'ioute of graduation 
tron1 a l~eputable school of chiropody' con­
ferring the degree at u.s.o. (doo·tor of 
surgioal chiropody) and reoogrdzed and ap­
pl.·oved by the 8tate Board of l{ealth, hav­
ing a hlinimu.m requirement of 'iihree scho­
lastic yea:rs, shall, upou_puy.ment of t1. foe 
01' twenty-five dollars, be c:x:audned, and 
ii' i'ound ~uulified, shall be ·registered, 
a~d shall receive in testimony thereof a 
oerti1'1ca.te signed by the chairman and 
secretary or the board: .Provided, that 
the sto:te board oi' health may, under reg­
ulations established by the board, admit 
without examination ·legally qualified 
pruotitioners of chiropody who hold oer­
tifioutes to practice chiropody in any 
state or territory or the United ~tatea 
or the Distric·t of Colw11bia voTith equal 
educational requirements to the state of 
lJ[issouri and that extend_ like privileges 
to le~ully quulifiod practitioners from 
this stu.te u1mn the u.ppliount puyinG to 
the state board of hoalth u tee ot fifty 
d 11 ( ,···r-o oo) " o ars v•) • • 

_ _{Ul. exulidnation of ·tlle previous statute, umended by that 
just above quoted, reveals tll.l1t the requirements wer·e raised 
to require a diplomu fr•oJ;l a reputable scl10ol of chiropody, 
having u minilfu.uu re4.uiroment of tlu·eo scholastic ~rears, the 
previous re<lui:r·o!Jlen~G boing only tvro years. 'l'he lust act also 
pl·ovided rm: recoL;nition and approv~ oi' the school of chirop­
ody cone ornod by- tllc :Jtuto Hoct.rd o.i.' .U:oulth, uuct required that 
tho school h;.)_vo authority to confer tllo degree oi' doc·tior o:r 
sursi0ul chiropody. 

Roferenc e to the folder, ubove---ill.Ontioned, discloses 
·tJ:tu..t tllo First Institute of :Podiatry of Hov; ~{ork has an en ... 
trance requJ.:rement o:C tvto years colleco \vork awl that the pro­
fessional course extends over u period of four years. Appli-

.). 
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cant states that he is a graduate of this school, and he w~is 
apparently inv osted wi t.ll a. degree from the school. The stat eo.. 
meuts contained .in this folder" are not accepted as proof of 
the f'aots st:::tted, but those facts, in the final analysis, 
should. ba deterniined by the State Board of Health. 

It is believed that the foregoing will enable the State 
Board of Health to arrive at a proper oonolusion by u determi­
nation or the fa.ots surroWlding the qualifications of the ap­
plicant a1.1d the standing o1' the school from. ·which he reo ei ved 
his train!rig .. 

OOIICLUSION 

It is our oonolusion that "podiatry" c:tlld "ohLcopody" 
are synonymous terms, and that an applicant foT r&~istration 
to practice ohiropody in this state may be permitted to take 
the examination required by Section 9798, Laws o1' i:lissouri, 
1943, page 582, in the disareti-on of the Sta·te IJoard of Health, 
if tlle board shall determine that he ha• met the- .necessary 
educational requirements at a sohool of chiropody or podiatry 
recognized and approved by the State Board or Health. The 
board may approve suoh school if it grants a dagre~ equiva­
lent to that of' doctor o1' aur~~ioal chiropody; although given 
another designation. 

Al?HWVLD: 

J. £. '.L'.t!.YLOH 
Atto1•ney General 

HLH:Im 

Heapeotfully subrld tted, 

R Olll~lU' J~ • n:tDJ.!!R 
Assistant .Attorney General -


