
'l'AX.t~..TION : nel pro~erty acquired by muni pality fo~ use 
as airport ·is exempt from taxation. 

Fl LE 0 
March 8 , 1945 ;3j 

Honordble Ch~rles M • Ginn 
Prosecutin~ t t orney 
!1t . Vernon , iosouri 

Uear Sir: 

Refer ence is made to your letter under dat e of ~roh 
2 , 1945 , requesting an official opinion of t his oi'fioe , and 
reading as fo llows: 

"Some four years auo , the Jity ol' on~;;t.t 
purch~seu ~ trac~ OL lana ot 160 acres 
whlch lies :n .LtlwL·enoe Jounty adjoining 
t he city limi ts of the 0ity of onett . 
The l~nd was bou&h~ dll~ usea tor a munLc-
1pal a i r port, and it is my understanding 
t h t.. t 1 t \tas leased to un operator for a 
oertuin co~pensation . ~ec~ntly , tne vity 
of onett nas sold tni s tra.o t o.&.' lt:illd , 
and u l thou~h ~he lf4D.a \IElS a sses s ed by the 
a s sessor of l...twrence 1.10unt.y , U.:lsouri , 
t here hua been no t axes paid on the prop­
art) since its purcn~se by tne Jity of 
~on~tt . The Jity 01 onett nas now asAed 
the ~ounty ~ourt of Luwrence County to 
a bate t1e t axes assessed a~~iust ~uis 
p~opcrty, ~hdt is , th~ t~xes assessed 
aguinst the Jroperty \fltile it was owned 
by the Gi t y . ~!ay l. huv e yoUJ.• opinlon tiS 

t o whether or not these taxea ~mould be 
abuteu?" 

Upon the ;u~ation of ~roperty such as you describe be­
in~ exempt f :ro.L:l tE~.xation , dlJ. opini on ,,as ri1.ten by tui s of­
f i ce under date of Juno 1 .:~ , H~4'* , a.iroc'&e\.1 to the .~. ... onora.bla 



Honorable Charles ~ . Ginn - 2- .March 8 , 1g45 

Curtis J . Quimby , Prosecuting .d.ttorney, Cole County , Jeffer­
son City , Miss ouri . J:l'or your information, u oopy of suoh 
opinion is encl os ed herewith . 

~n the libht of the conclusion rouched i n thut opini on 
that :::n.tch !Junicipt:t.lly O\'rnea reu.l prop~rty is exompted from. 
taxation , it appears that no taxes suoh ~s are desoribea in 
your i nquiry qould have boen legally collected , bused upon 
t he ownership of t he real pr operty . 

In the P.L'emises , it i s ou.L· opinion thc1t the real prop­
erty described in you ... ' in\s.uiry, vhich Wu>;> O\vnea by t.ae City 
or ~onett f or tue purpose of the opbr~tlon o~ a r unic ipal 
airport thereon, · t s _t a.l l tiaes at...rin..., tlle J eriod of .munic­
ipal ownership ~x~~pt fro~ t~~t ion ; ~no thLt,ttny t~xes now 
appearing upon ht:. tu .... oooks of Lc.~.wr~nco vounty \ 1ch appar­
ently constitut e a lien upon suuh real property, nc: which 
were pur porteo.l y levied uu.t·inu tne perioa of owneruh i p by t he 
L: ity ol' :tonett, ~:woulu ue t.~.be.ted . 

J. .; . 1.1 .YLOn. 
~ttorney General 

fiFB : I:lR 

Hes ectLall~ s ubmit t ed 

t 'ILI .. F . B::LffiY , J r • 
• ~ aJ ista.ut ttorney General 


