
JUV:ITILE COURT: Deputy probation of ficers in Jackson Count~ 
may receive not to exceed $3, 000.00 per annum; 
Clerks and ,s tenographers may r eceive not 
less than $1500.00 nor more than $2400 . 00 
per annum; all of said aalaries to be set 
by the Circuit Court. 

Augu qt 20, 1945 

Ron. Ray G. Cowan 
Judge o f the Circuit Court 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Dear Judge Cowan : 

FILED 

I '! 

. e have your l etter of the 11th which reads as follow·s: 

"I am having some d i spute a s to the interpre­
tation of Section 9683, Special Laws of lJtissouri, 
of 1943, on Page 350, nertaining to the sal aries 
of probation officers, deputies, clerks, and 
stenogranhers. J~ckson County woUld come under 
the heading of ' Popula tion of Counties 400, 000 
to 600, 000 Inhabitants. 1 

I should appreciate your inte~)retation of t his 
section as to t he amount o f salary the Juvenile 
Court is abl e to pay to deouty prob~tion of icere ; 
also , t he salary that can be P~-id clerks "nd 
stenogrpp~ers un~ er t his section. " 

Section 9683, P 350, Laws ot lissouri 19 43, in so 
f~r a s it pertains_ to the salari es inquired about in your 
letter reads as follows: 

"* * * * ~ch deputy probation o ~ficer shall 
receive such salary as may be prescribed by 
the circuit court or the criminal court •men 
constituted ~s e juvenile court under this 
~rticle, not to exceed t Wo t housand dollar~ per 
annum in counties of 600, 000 inhabita nts and 
over; Provid eQ , the sunervi~ing o1ficer assigned 
to courts of domestic rela tions may receive not 
to exceed three thousend dollars per annum; not 
to exceed three t hous r.nd dol l llrs ner annum in 
counties of 400, 000 ~nd le~9 then 600, 000 inhabi ­
tants ; not to exceed t wo thousand oollars ,er 
annum in counties of 300, 000 and less than 
400 , 000 inhabit~nt s ; not exceedincr t welve hundred 
dollern OPr annum in counties of 90, 000 and less 
tha n 200 , 000 inhabitants; not exceeding ei;ht 
hundred dollars oer ennum in countiee of 50, 000 
but less t han 90 , 000 inhabitants . In all counties 
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P~ving a population of over ~00,010 and less 
tlSll 600JOJ0 inhabita..Y).ta, the circuit court 
or the cril:llnal court wllon constituted o.s a 
juvenile court ~~dor this arti cle, nay appoint 
nooctsaary olorka and stenographers vtho s ... lllll 
receive ~ salary of not less tl~ fifteen hun­
dred dollars nor more than twenty- four hundred 
dollara por annum. The oo.lnrios of t he proba­
tion officer and his deputies, o.nd clerks ~Y).d 
stenographers o.ppo.nted under t his section , 
shall bo payable mo. 1t:dy out of the fu..'l').dS of 
t ho county. Actual disburao_1onts for neceasacy 
expeP~e, exclusive of office e~penses, ~ade by 
or obation officers whilo ~ t~o porformnnce of 
t '.le ir dutiea, a· all be re:!Jp.bursed to thom out 
of t he cou~ty ~unda after appr oval by t he j~ugo 
of t :--:o juvenile coJ.rt; but no officer shall be 
allowed f ol" such diabureor;'lonts a greater sum 
t :.an two l'Ulndred dollars 1.>'1 a..Tly one yoar . " 

We do not see T!hero there is at"'l.Y o.n1biQ.1lty ir.. t ile fore­
r oinc statuto . \ftore tnere is no nmbi0uity ir~ t ho language of 
a statute, thoro 1~ no place for interpretation. In St . Louis 
Amuse .. 10nt Compm~:y vs. St . LO\tis Count y , 147 S; :l . (2) 667 , 669, 
t~e Court in passing upon a statute said: 

nwo need not con jecture as to t lle intent of 
t he l egislature in creatine this exomption be­
cause we fL'ld the language of t ho statPto i s 
plain . And where t he language of a statute ! o 
plain ru1d unambiguouo it EnY not be co~atr~od . 
It mt1s t be given. off oct aa '\7l'1tten . " 

In St . Louis otc . va . Uno :>loymont IJO;llpo:-tsatio-. Commiss ion 
159 s .w. (2) 249 , 250, t he Supremo Court 1!1. discussing a statute 
sa d : 

"Where t horo is n0 runbicuity t here io no nood 
:for either a liberal or strict construction. " 

The lanGU46e o:f Soction 9685, supra, seenm very plain as 
to t~e salari es L'1qu:rod about .,Y:~ .rour letter. : t pr ovides t':mt 
in countloo of 400,000 to 600,000 population each deputy pr obation 
officer ahall recei ve suc':t salary as i:'lD.Y be prescribed by t .lo Court 
whicti i s the Juvonile Court in that county, not to er.cood O,OOJ .OO 
por m~a~. The amount of t he onlaFJ :for such of fi cer in tho differ­
ent classes of cou:_tiea \1as a matter for t he legislature to determine , 
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and when it clearly and plainl y stated what the salari es sho Jld 
be, the question is settled. 

Li kewi se, said section clearly provides a minimum and 
max~um salary for clerks and stenographers in count ies of 400,000 
to 600,000 . Sa i d section provides that t he salaries of such clerks 
and stenographers shall not be less tl~ .1500 .00 nor more than 
$2400 . 00 per year. There ia no ambiguity in t he language of said 
statute with respect to the compensation of clerks and ste~ographors 
appointed by t he Juvenile Court, ~~d heLce no room for interpreta­
tion of t he statute . 

OOUCLl1SION 

I t is, t h erefore, t ne opinion of t his office (1) that in 
Jackson Count y each deputy probation officer may receive such 
salary as t he Circuit Court may prescribe, not to exceed 03, 000 . 00 
per year; (2 ) and that in Jackson County clerks and stenographers 
appointed by t he Circuit Court t o ass i st in the juvenile branch of 
said court may rec·eive such salaries as the Circuit Court may pre­
scribe between a minimum of (?1500 .oo and a maximum of \?2400 .oo per 
annum. 

APPROVED: 

J . E. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

Yours ver y truly , 

HARRY H. KAY 
Aosistant Attorney General 


