JUVTILE COURT: Deputy probatlon officers in Jackson Countv
may recelve not to exceed $5 000.00 ver annum;
Clerks and stenographers may recelve not
less than $1500.00 nor more than $2400,00
per annum; all of said aalaries to be set
by the Circuit Court.

FILED

August 20, 1945

v

Hon. Ray G, Cowan
Judge of the Circuit Gourt
Kansas City, Migsourl

Dear Judge Cowan:
We have your letter of the 1llth which reads as follows:

"I am having some dlspute a8 to the interpre-
tation of Section 9683, Speecial Laws of Missouri,
of 1943, on Page 350, pertaining to the ealaries
of probation officers, deputles, elerke, and
stenograohers, Jackson County would come under
the heading of ‘Ponulation of Counties 400,000
to 600,000 Inhabltants, '

I should appreciate your internretation of this
gsection ag to the amount of salary the Juvenile
Court is =ble to pay to devuty probation officers;
algo, the salary that can be ppid ¢lerks =2nd
stenopranhers under this section, ™

Section 9683, P 360, Laws of Missouri 1943, in eo
far zg¢ 1t pertains to the salaries inqulred about in your
letter reads as follows:

"# # # % Kach devuty probation officer shall
receive such salary as may be preseribed by

the eireuit eourt or the criminal court when
constituted as 2 Juvenile court under this
article, not to exceed two thousand dollars per
annum in countiee of 600,000 inhabitants and
over; Provided, the sunervising officer assigned
to courts of domestic relations may receive not
to exceed three thousand dollars per annum; not
to exceed three thous-nd dollare rer annum 1n
countles of 400,000 =2nd less than 600,000 inhabi-
tante; not to exceed two thousand dollare per
annum in counties of 200,000 and less than
400,000 inhabitants; not exceeding twelve hundred
dollare per annum in counties of 80,000 4nd less
than 200,000 inhabitante; not exceeding eight
hundred dollars per annum in countiees of 50,000
but less than 90,000 inhabitants. In all countiea
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having a population of over 400,000 and less
than 600,000 inhabitants, the circult court

or the criminal court when constituted as a
juvenile court under this article, may appoint
necessary clerks and stenographers who shall
receive & salery of not less than fifteen hun-
dred dollars nor more than twenty-four hundred
dollars per anmnum. The salaries of the proba-
tion officer and his deputles, and clerks and
stenographers appointed under thls section,
shall be payable montily out of the funds of
thwe county. Actual disbursements for necessary
expense, excluslive of offlce expenses, made by
probation officers while in the performance of
thelr dutles, shall be reimbursed to them out
of the county funds after approval by the Judpe
of the juvenlle court; but no offlcer shall be
allowed for such disbursements a greater sun
than two hundred dollars in any one year."

We do not see where there 1s any ambigulty in the fore-
going statute. Where there is no ambigulty in the leanguage of
a statute, there is no place for interpretation. In S5t. Louls
Amusement Company vs. St. Louis Gounty, 147 S.W. (2) 667, 669,
the Court in passing upon a statute sald:

"We need not conjecture as to the intent of
the legislature in creating this exemption be-
cause we find the language of the statute is
plain. And where the language of a statute is
plain and unambiguous it may not be construed.
It must be given effect as written."

In St. Louls etc. va; Unemployment Compensatlon Commission
159dS.W. (2) 249, 250, the Supreme Court in discussing a statute
sa ' d:

"Where there is no ambigulty there 1s no need
for elther a liberal or strict construction.”

The language of Seection 9683, suprs, seems very plain as
to the salaries inquired about in your letter. It provides that
in counties of 400,000 to 600,000 population each deputy probation
officer shall receive such salary as may be prescrlbed by the Court
which 1s the Juvenile Court in that county, not to exceed | J,000,00
per annmun, The amount of the salary for such officer in the differ-
ent classes of counties was a natter for the legislature to determine,
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and when it clearly and plainly stated what the salaries should
be, the question 1s settled.

Likewise, sald section clearly provides a minimum and
maximum salary for clerks and stenographers in counties of 400,000
to 600,000, Said section provides that the salaries of such clerks
and stenographers shall not be less than {1500.,00 nor more than
$2400.00 per year. There is no ambiguity in the language of sald
statute with respect to the compensation of clerks and stenographers
appointed by the Juvenile Court, and herce no room for interpreta-
tion of the statute.

CONCLUSION

It 1s, therefore, the opinion of this office (1) that in
Jackson County each deputy probation officer may receive such
salary as the Circult Court may prescribe, not to exceed $3,000.00
per year; (2) and that in Jackson County clerks and stenographers
appointed by the Circult Court to assist in the juvenile branch of
said court may recelve such salaries as the Circuit Court may pre-

soribe between a minimum of $1500.00 end a maximum of $2400,00 per
annum,

Yours very truly,

HARRY H. KAY
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVED:

J. E. TAYLOR

Attorney General
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