
COUNTY COURTS : May char.ge Count y Agen t off i ce rent for r ooms 
used by him in County Courthouse . 

J at.unry 4 , 1 A4 

-

lj I Fl LED 

11 . 
.donora .;le ... . .t. . · ·renn 
_residant 
Cedar Golinty 1~xtonsion Aasocio.tion 
[> toct::ton, t.asaouri 

Dear S ir: 

The r1ttorney- Genernl · ishes to acknowledee receipt 
of your let t0r of J)c ce.:tbor 2la t , 10':-:.J, in which you request 
the opl llon of this depart.nen t . Thl s opinion request , onlit­
tin0 caption o.nu signature , is as follows: 

"' e \vould l ike to have ·a logni opinion 
as to whether or not the County Court 
has the power to c harge rant for a 
County A<~ent ' s office in the court house . 

" It i s our feelin. · that the County Court 
l!o..tSe is a public ouilain ; ho ... sin~ people 
that are workinJ in the intorosta of the 
public , and wo f eo l that our County - ~Gent 
is workin.; in tho interests of the puulic 
just as much as any othei' person in tho court 
house . 

" Our GoW1t y 0ou.r t hns sent us a court order 
stt1tin0 t hat \VO should pay ront ana that 
theJ should have a. c ... ntrnot in their hnnds 
b~ tho first· of Januar y , aer eoing that we 
wi ... l . 

"I beliovo , so .owhoro in tho statutes of 
.. if> s cur 1 , thero is reference 1.1ade to t h is ; 
and we vould appreciate it if you would 
g ive us ;;our opinion." 

Unaer t ho prov!.sions of A1•ticle 4 , Chap tor 100 , of 
t he Revised S tatutes of .,iseouri for 1039, tho various counties 
of this ~tato aro autho,..tzoc. and e poworod to oroct a court­
house and jail ana to purcnaso real os tatl) for t ho.t purpose . 
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Also , unaer suc;l _)revi s ions t~"'lere is a req..1ire.nant t hat t :1e 
count} ~:uall or :> c t b u ildinr;L for t he bonefi t of t ."Le recor der 
and e l o rA fort~ purpose of preso~ving the ~acoras of those 
off ices . Howe ver 1 undsr the statutes apocifio ..... a.oovo there 
is no d iroc t provision whic ~1. prov laes that t~1e county shall 
furni s!l off ices for -r;he various off icers of sucH county . 'l'I.e 
i;oneral tenor of t he statute ::> ~ forosaid, soe1n to oo that t ho 
courthouse is orectea chiofl~ for t he purpode of providing a 
p l a c e in w • .Lich to hold t ue c i r c 1... i t coart in t ne var ious c owl­
t ies . ...im over , 1 t is a na ttor of co .... on lo.1owled ::,o t:na t a 
county courti1ouo.>e is a buildi~ 1._; not only i~- wn ich t he circ ui t 
co.1.rt 1~ t .; oJ neld but ... lso a building in w ...... ich tho variou s 
count~ o~_ icers of t he s e veral counties s :~ll mai ntain an 
of .... ice . I t 1 ~ further a .tatter of c u . .rraon lmowlod{;e that i n 
t i1o various counties such office rs d.o havo t heir off'icJs and 
that suc!1 of fice spac e i s fur nished. by t he county to such 
ofi'i cers wi t hout any cha.t.·go wh atsoever . '..1.'ho r e are a l so vari­
ous sta tutes t 11roug:1out tho statute oooks of this :=- tate , which, 
for tne pur po&e of this opinion would b? use l oss to cl te , vr ... 'lich 
J."'Oquire that certaih officers shall have their off ice s i n the 
county seat anc1 ohe i n pa ... t icu l :. r i n which it is provided t hat 
t :1e c ount J' cler k of t he various counties s hall 11.aintain h is 
of'fice in tne county courthou.s e . 

In this parti c ular opinlon requos t, hm Jver , t_lo quos ti on 
arises as to Wl10ti:1or or not a County I.xten sion A ent can oo forced 
to pay r en t ln a county courthouse , v:hich ne co ~sarily Jrlnc s us 
to t he que 3tion of whether or not such County l ;ont is a county 
officer . The JA. ct status of tr1o County .xton sion ~;ent is 
ra thor uarL to u.of i ne s inco t Lo of fi e j was ere a tod in a p13 cul1er 
\'. ay as f ar as t 10 counties i n t ;le State of J i t; sour.: are c .. mcur nod . 
In tne s~titl1- L3ve.~.· Act passed by tho \JOn ross of tho United 
2 tates pr ov slo . \'·as ,:mdo _or a s otu ) of t .. J.O 1t1nd now operated 
o:, tn .... VL.rious countJ dXtonsion a onts . Tho c o..1ntJ' ex -ce sion 
a ;on ts aro f..1rnl~hod by t !1.o lJn1vors1tj o_ .Hssouri t o t .1e various 
c ounties i n t he ~. tate of l1 i s souri . The1.,e are Federal funds and 
also county 1unus \1h ich aro usod for t he po.;tment of t neir salary . 
There a _·o also funds in 1 tanJ instanc es takon f rom tho d i fferent 
farm bureaus w ich also .;o to the paJ>ment of the county a _::ent s ' 
s a l aries . However , we havo s oarcned t he ntatutos of tho state 
of ! .. issour i t.lOro ~A__; :1.1~ anu wo no not find i n any instance \""hore 
) revision is nade for t~1e o tploJ 1ent of a count~ a _.ont by tho 
count~ court, n m do we find any provision \Th1ch proviaos for 
tile a.is cha ... ·g1n of a county ac;on t by a count-y court . In other 
woras , a county a~ont io a person who is nolai~~ his office or 
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eLiploynont , first , by rea~on of the passa ~o of tho S .. 'lith-Lover 
Act , and secona , by his desiGnation to serve i n a particular 
c ounty by the UnivorsitJJ of Mi~souri . It i s true , as stated 
a oove , that certain moneys a~o used and ~ay be appro,riated 
with which to partially pay h i s salary by the county courts 
of the various co~ties, out we d o not feel t hat under any 
construction of the law a County ~xtens ion Agent can be sai d 
to be a county officer under the definitions of the term in 
general use ~ It has been t he .:.->r actice in .. 1any counties 1n 
t his ~ tate that an order is illade by the county court oT the 
various counties for tne oenefit of the f arm association of 
t ho county , whereby a certain amount of money i s to be pai d as 
sal ary t o the county a gent i n such county and that various 
expenses of h is office tay bo takon care of by t he county, and 
doubtless in ~~~y instances provisions have boon mado in such 
order ·of t ne court that tho county court s hall furnish off ice 
space to such county agents . 

\ e Jus t assume for t he pu~pose of this opinion, that 
there is no sue~ order made by the County Court of Cedar County 
Vlhereby the County .t.x t ension .v;ent i s furnished off ice space 
i n the county c ourthouse . Otherwise , it would be necessary for 
us to be informed as to tho exact provisions of the Ol'de1· made 
by the ~ounty court T-herein the County A~ent i s to ·bo furnished 
office space . 

The count~ courts in the various counties are the cus­
todians and managers of t 11.e c ourthouses i n their rospe c ti ve 
counties . '.L11ey huvo the control of such courthouse s , vd t h the 
possible .lxcoption of the circuit court rooc, and may say, within 
l i illi ts providea by statutes and decisions of the courts of this 
St ate , as to how such courthouses shall be operated . \,e do fee l 
that a county court would not have t he authority to charge rent 
for office space in its courthouse to the county of_' icers VlilOSe 
ducy it i s to look after tho uusines~ of the county itself . liow­
ever, we do feel tha t in the caee of a person who is not a count y 
officer , such as n County A._,ent , that the county court h~1s the 
right to c.. ictat o the manner in which the courthouoo shall be 
operated and if there is room in such courthouse \' h icl'l is not 
nace..:.:.a.rJ to be used for t he bus i ness of t~e count y , r1hich the 
county court d~sires to rent , that it ~ould have the ri@lt t o 
ren t such rooms and charge a rental fee therefor . 

As a r Bsult of t he aoove , we feel t hat if t he county 
c ourt of Cedar Count"J r• ishes to r ent of:fice space t o the County 
A~ent of sucn county , that it may do so and that in view of the 
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fact that a county a ger..t is not a county officor ..mdor the 11ean­
in0 uf tho tvr a , that it .. 1ao tn, authority to cnarse such county 
a cont ront for the u~ e of cuch room . 

Concl us ion 

Thorofore , it is tne opi ion of this l epartwont that 
tho County Court of <.,edar Count y , in t ho ab.sence of any o:rder 
to t ... o contrary nhereby suc.1 <.,ounty vourt L. to furnish office 
spc.cu fo:> t.10 Count~· A.-;ent , n:w:, cnargo the County ~r;ont rent 
_or any o£f icu spaco used by him i n the count~ coartnouse of 
cedar County, ,~..i suuri . 

Rosp.Jc t f ully ~ubmitted , 

J O .1; S . PHIL:.IPf 
Azs i stant :~ttornoy-&eneral 

Af' P OV,D : 

~\OY uc!CI'l"ld i G!>. 
"~ t Lorne:y - G .nero.l 

J SP :EG 


