
Cuu •. r r ~~o· ~·r : The cou::Jt.,... cm..'.rt ha-J .;urlsc,lction to correct 
taxes extendea a .a~nst cxe~.t propertv , ~ut 
no aut~ori t-.r l:io chun ~e cax~s extenn.e . .l "'lefore 
l:ihe ~ro~er~y became exe~p t . 
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\'le a.1•e ln rocolpt of ~ronr letter of Janua1~y 4th , ro­
quostin-.-> an o,l)ln.i.on fro . t~io ..!e,e1artt1ent . four letter rea.:ls 
as follows : 

" January 5 , 1 943 , a ~ . ··. a llen eol u tr.e 
first baptis t c'wrch of UantJflelu a 
rosldence pro~e~ty to bo usod as a par­
sona.je , :te u ld not vuarantee the payment 
of the 1 943 taxes . 

"Now co.nes the c '1urch anJ. a et.cs tl1at the 
1 943 i&A ~Je relJ..eve .... would t~o COi rt be 
vrlthln their 1•.:. r·GS in uoln .._ thts . " 

Bee . 6 , Article X, Constitution o!: ~:lsso'·rl , provides : 

" Tl~o ,t-ll'O)e 'T'ty 1 real &11-- )er.:~onal, o 
the State , countles ancl other mun lo l
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corporatlo'1S , an. comaterles , n:bo.ll ')e. 
exe:nt-~t fro taxa tlon . Lo ~a ln l ncor ... or­
atod cltles or towns, or 'f.itbJ.n one ·.:.l e 
of t:1.e li .,.: ta o~· any su-ch c.: ty or tO\m 

1 
to 

tl"o extent o'· one acr ... , an-.~ lots one 1-i l e 
or 'Ol~e u.is .. a 't from such ~itles or tow.,Ja , 
t o the ex tent ot' ;·1 ~ t:l ~"' res , \'H th the 
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buil dinua thereon , "r:ta.y he exen,t)ted 
fro· 1 to.xa t ion , when the sa.:10 are used 
exclusively f or rell~1oun wors~ip , ro~ 
schools , or .2or pur poses purel y c'1.ar1-
t ab le, also , such ;ro~erty , real or 
personal, as may oe use~ exclus iv0l y for 
a c ricul tural or hor1 cultural societies : 
Provided , t 11at such- exenptiona sr,all be 
on! "· by enoral law " ,., ' . 
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Sec tion 10937 , R. s . Mo ., 1939 , in so J. ar no is pertinent 
to thls ques tlon , :r·ead o as follows : 

" l'ho f ollow in __ su1
) jec ts aro exerr._h) t f r o . . 

taxation ; if- .;; -~ ~ * !~ .;~ ~~ *sixth , l o t s ~n 
incorporatoo CLties or· towns , or withLn 
ono n1 le of the llml&s of an~ such c ity 
or town , to the oxte,.Jt of one acre , and 
l ots ono nile or rmre d istance fro~ such 
cities or towns , to tr.e extent of !'ive acreo , 
,.,1 th the buil din...;s thereon , when t.be sa"1e 
are u sod excluo lvel - for rel10 ious worshi p , 
for sc~ools or f or pur pos e s purel y charita­
b le, ohall be exempted from taxation for state , 
county , or locnl pur pos e s . " 

As slli~lin~ that a pa r sona Jo l s exempt from t axation o.nu t~at 
a tax ha s : een extendeu a _,o.in s t i t , then the county cor~rt would 
h ave authority to corre c t the error und.el"' oec ti'11i 11114 , ~ . s . 
'o ., 1939 . 

I t appear a frO'"l your letter tho(l.Jh t~Hl t the tax h ere had 
been cxte ded a __;a lns t this ,t.~!'opert.,r bef ore l tn uso haa. cran,;ed 
a na w~:le it w·s stlll owned an~ uocJ privately . I n t~is e vent 
t h e llen for taxeo has atta.oh od. and tho to..x ·woul ci. have to be 
pald , even thou~h the us v of the lanu now makes lt exenpt . 
(Cooley on 'raxatlon , Vol ume 2 , pa l'a '-Jrap.h 712 , pa_e 1439 . ) 

COHCLUSION 

In our opin lon the county court wot.. l ..... h a ve 110 a uthority 
to disturb taxes extended before the .~.) l .. o;>erty we s used as e· 



lion . J . F . Newton - 3- 1-15- 44 

parsonas e , but i f the parsonarie is exempt f roy1 taxation and 
a. tax is extended a ,;ains t 1 t , then t· e county court may correct 
the error . 
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Res pectful ly submltted, 

P.ALPB C . LASIILY 
Assis t ant Attorney- General 


