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?.~OTOR VEEICLES : Farmers operating motor vehicles within ·~,. · is \ 
state carrying their own farm products must 
display their name and address and weight of 
the vehicle . Also display the wor d '" Local ' " 
on said mo~or vehicle . 

Aus ust 24, 1944 

Honor able ~dwin W. Uills 
· Prosecuting Attorney 
St. Cla.ir County 
Osceol a , Mi s souri 

Dear Sir: 

We are in receint of your letter o~ August 22 , wherein 
you state as ~ollows: 

"There is general confusion as tc whether under 
Section 8369, Subdivision 4, Laws of Mi ssouri 
of 1943, ovory truck is r couired to display the 
name , address and licensed weight thereof . 

"1 have been asked frequently if farmer~ now 
have to disnlay their names, addresses and li­
censed weights on their trucks when they haul 
their own produce, ~ive stock and .. rehendise 
exolusiToly. I have advised in t he negative 
and personally I believe this t o be correct; 
but others, includ~ some of t e highway troop­
ers, s eom t o thin ~ otherwise . 

"Section 83 37 R. s . 193{1 , defines commercial 
vehicles os: Those designed or r egularly used 
t or carrying freight and merchandise, or (b) 
more than eight passengers . 

nThe 20t h Cent. Unabridged Dietionary, among 
other definitions of trei5ht: •To hire for t he 
transportation of eoods or merchandise •. Linked 
~ith its definitions of frciqht is the idea ot 
transporting tor hire or conpensation. i . e . 
' The price aid for-iransporting goods by land 
or sea. • 

"A passenger is defined in the same authority 
as: One who travels by some public conveyance , 
as an elevator , sh1~ , railroad train, street 
oar, coach, etc. 

" It seems clear t hat t ho drivers ot school burea 
carrying more than eight passengers will have 
to comply with this new law. 

.. 
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"\rhile personally I believe that in the l i ght 
or the above definitions the new law does not 
r equire a rarmer or other person hauling his 
own ~roduce, live- stock or merchandise on his 
own account cxclusivel to dis~lay his name, 
addre s and licensed weight of vehicle thereon, 
yet ln vi ew of the gener al contusion 1n the mat­
ter which may affect such ovmers traveling out­
aide their own home counties , I will greatly 
a";>pr eciate an opinion from your department which 
wi ll receive statewide ryublioity and ~111 cer­
tainly be in th~ public interest . 

"I t hor fore respectfully requo ot t hat such opin­
ion be r endered. " 

Laws o~ lf1 s~u.ri, 1943, Section 836g, page 664 provides 
tor r eg1str otion or aotor vehicles, and among other things 
sets out +.he r egistration rees of commercia l motor vehicles 
and loc ~ co ercial motor vehicloA . The latter term is then 
defined by the above section as follows: 

11Ths ter.n 'local commercial motor vehicle' includes 
e· ery 'coomercial motor veh t olo' as defined in 
Section 83J7 , Revised Statutes of Mi s souri, 1939 , 
while onerating within this state and used for 
t he transportation or per sons or pr onerty: 

"1 . "1holly within any munioi pnlity or urban com­
munity , f:?r 

"2 . Uholly r. !thin any munioi pali ty or urbnn coc.­
lunity and a zone ext ending 2 5 air miles from the 
boundaries of any municipality or urba n community 
or contiguous munioiualit 7 or urban oommunit7, 
or 

"3 • In making hauls not exceeding 25 milos in 
l ength, or 

"4. \':hen controlled or oper ated by any person 
or persons principall y engaged in farming when 
used exolusiTely in the transnortation o~ agricul­
tural products or liTo stock to or from a ~ara 
or f arms, or in the transportation of supplies 
t o or f r om a farm or f arms . 
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On Janbary 19, 1944 , this department, in an opinion 
to Honorable Theo . R. Schneider, nrosecuting Attorney of Bates 
County, construed the above section and held any person or per­
sons owning a truck which is principally used in the transpor­
tation of agricultural products or live s tock to and from a 
f arm or :re rms, or in the transportation o:r supplieo to or 
from a fa~ or f arms, is a "local commercial motor vehicle" 
within the meaning or Section 8 369, Lar s of ~issouri, 1943, 
page 664. ,.e r eassert the conclusion hereinabove reached, 
and include a copy ot said opinion. 

The above section specif ically provides in clear and 
unambiguous language that each eammorcial vehicle shall promin­
ently ~ ~ snlay in a conspicuous place the name and address or 
the owner, and the weight of the vehicle, and further, that 
in the case or local commercial va~ioles, there shall also be 
displayed the word " ' Local' " · 

The ca se or State v. ~atcher, 338 Uo. 622, 92 s . w. 
(2d) 640 the Court held where the language of the statute is 
clear and unambiguous, there is nothing to construe and intent 
contrary t o the evident intent can not r ationally or permissi­
bly be i mplied. 

The intent her e is to clearly have all commercial vehi­
cles marked, inoluding those confined t o local agricultural 
oper ations , so that in the policing o~ the highways a rapid 
determination can be made whether the vehicle has paid the 
pro~er registrati on fee and who is the owner ot the vehicle . 

You direct our at tent ion to Section8367, R . S . . ·o . 1939, 
which provides in part as f ollows: 

' 
»Wherever ib this article, or in any proceeding 
under this article . the following words or terms 
are used, they shall be deemed and taken to have 
the meanings ascribed to t hem as follows: * * * 
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•commercial motor vehicle.' A Mot or vehi cle do­
s i ened or r egularly used ~or carrying {a ) treight 
and merchandise, or (b ) more than ei f$}lt oo.sse~ers. 
* ~ * * * * * . * * * ~ ~ • * *·* " 
The Legisl ature has seen (1 t t o define the meaning ot 

the t era "Commorcial motor vehiclen. You undettake to define 
certain t erms in the definition in order \o sho~ that the 
r equirement that each commercial motor Yeh1.l e llsplay the 
name and address o~ the owner and the weight ot the Tehicle 
applies onl y t o Tehioles ror hire . 

Your thoo%7 is t hat since "The tem 'local commercial 
Tehicle' includes eTery 'oolllJleroi.al motor Teh!ole' a s de­
tined 1n Section 8367, R. s . uo . 1939,* * *," and since the 
meaning ot the latter term is one tor hire it has no applica­
tion t o f arm Tehioles which are strictly not tor hire . The 
diff iculty of such a theory i s that the Legislature has not 
seen fit to so r estrict ita definition . 

In view of t ho followi ng oases there can be no question 
ht t hat the Legislature ha s the power to define the meaning 
that shall be ascribed to the Tarioua terms used in its own 
enactments . In the case ot St . Louis Y. Nash, 181 s . w. 
1145, 266 uo . 523 l . c.530 the Cour\ said: 

"There is but little doubt we opine that within 
limits not nece~sary her e to discuss (s ince ob­
Tiously t he boundaries are wide enough t o inolude 
the f acts here), a legi sl atiTe body may define 
the obJects affected or designed so to be by its 
own enactments, and that we ar e bound ordinarily 
in construing its acts or ordinances to f ollow 
its own definitions.* * *" 
In the case ot St ate ex rel . Exchange Bank T. Allison, 

56 s . w. 467, 155 MO . 325 l . c . 330 the court said: 

"But when the l egislat ure issues a oodi:t'ioation 
or r eTis ion of lawa and a s a part ot it l~s down 
definitions and rules of construction ot teras 
therein uaed, the courts get at the meaning of 
the l awmaker s by applying those de:t'initions to 
those t eras, and following those rules of oonstrus­
tion. The definition under those oircuastances 
is author1tat1Te, and t o be read into the statute 
as A part o f itselt.* * * " 

I 
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Agai.tl in the case of St. ex rel McKinley Pub. Co. •· 
Hackmann, 314 Mo. 33, 288 s . w. 1007, l.e. 1010 the Court said: 

"Aside from this, the power ot a ·Legislature to 
define the objects eff ected, or sought to be et­
reoted, by its own enactments is beyond oont~oversy. 
* * * • n 

If the L~gislature desired to restrict its def1Ditioa 
ot "commercla.l motor vehicles" as those designed or regularl,­
used for carrying freight and mero'-ndi se tor hire it ooul4 
Yeryeaaall7 haTe 4oae ao . Thus Se.otion 636'1, r.!'. Mo. 1939 , 
detinine the wor d "chauffeur" p.'\.atas in part that " (b) who as 
owner or employee operates a ootot- ·rehicle car171ng paaaeqe?

9 or property for hire·. " " 

From the foregoing we are ot the opinion that tarr 
or other peraoll;'J operating w:l tb.in this State and haulin@•~"• 
own products, 11Testock, or •erchandise exclusively muathla 
prominently display- his name and address on the vehicle • .. 
the weight or the vehicle, and in addition must prominent}!~ 
display in a conspicuous place tho word "' Local' .. . 

, APPROVED: 

ROY itcld'i'TRtCk 
Attorney General 

mv:mb 
Enc. 1 

. Respectfully submitte4, 

MAX WASSERtlAN 
Assistant Attorney General 
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