
NUrtSES ' EL!JUN .'£1 ON : Statute does ntt ~equire citlzehsnip . 
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, 

wrote thia ot-

";:J!nolosed is a o_opy of a. letter the 
Board ot Nurse Examiners receiYed tram 
Willys R. Peck, Special 4saiatant in 
the Division ot cultural Rel atione, 
\-ashi ngton , D. 0 . 

"The Board desires an opinion on wheth­
er it is permiasible in Missouri for a 
Chinese National to reoeiTe a degree in 
nursing , and to praotioe. 

,i._.;, .... ~.:L 

·.::~>···"would alien students be pernd tted to 
' ·.·. complete their nursing oourse in this 

-.. ~:::r.?·~~-

state? · I~ so, would the7 be admitted 
as immigrant students? 

"Your opinion will be appreciated." 

· .. '_.Tlle statute oontrollin& t he ad.m.i aaion to examination 
tor lipenae t o praotioe as a registered nurse in t hia state 
is Section 100J4, ~ . 3 . •issouri, 19~9 , as f ollows: 

....... 

\ 

-- --
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"Tho Board shall ad.mit to exnmination 
tor license to pr~otioe ~s a nurse any 
npplicunt who shall pay a tee of ten dol­
lars (~10 . 00 ) und sh~l sub~t to t he 
Board satisfactory written ovidence, veri­
fied by oath, if re~uired, thut said p­
plioant: 

"1 . Is twenty-one years ol' ago ; 

u::, . Is oi' ood moral oharaoter; 

"3~ Is a r duute ot an uocredited 
high sohool or h s thu equivalent in 
units of high school work to the satia­
taotlon of the board. 

"4. lias since tue Te&.r 1927 graduated 
from an aoored1tea sobool or nursing giv­
ing a three-year course of inatruotion , 
(or has craauatod previou• to 1927 trom 
an aooreuit ed sohool of nursing g1v1Db at 
least a two-year oourse of instruction), 
in whioh oo~se o~ instruotiou the theory 
t aUbht shall nave been proportioneQ to 
praotice in .a hospital to the satisfac­
tion of the board. J~ pplicant t iling 
to pass such examin tion shall be re­
adwitte~ to examination within one year 
the~eutter without the pQYment of ~ ad­
ditional t'ee. ,, 

In considering a statute there are oertain f undamental 
rules of statutory oonstruotion whioh must be borne in mind . 
The piimary rule for constr uing a statute ia to asoertoin 
the lawmakers'. intent ana. give the l8Jlguage honestly ~d 
tai thtully 1 ta plain t.Uld rational meaniag . Cwomins T . Kan­
sas City Publio ~ervioe Oo., 66 J . w. ( 2d) 920, J34 Mo. G72. 
another ruie is tnut where st&tutory l~uage ie plain, the 
oourt should not reau into the enaotment words "ot found 
therein by express inclusion or tuir i mplication. Elaaa v . 
Uontgomery ~levator Oo., GO • • ( £a) 1~0, 330 ~o. 596. 
Another rule is t h t where i..xnguage o£ statute is plain 
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and aa.mita of but one meaning , there ia no room tor con­
struction. CWIUilins v. Knnsas City Public Service Oo., 
66 s . w. ( 2d ) 920 , b34 Mo. 672. 

There is nothinG in Section 10034, herein set out, 
whioh would indicate th lawmakers had nny intention or 
making citizenship or nationalitT ·qualification tor be­
ing admit teQ to examination tor lioenae to practice as a 
nurae. 

CONCLUSION 

It is the conclusion of the writer that t here ia 
nothing in the statutes or ~issouri which would prevent 
a Chineae nutional from receivinc a decree in nursing and 
n lioenae to praotioe. However, it is desired to oall to 
your attention that durinz the present wa.r period there 
are namber ot tedernl recul~tiono oonoerninJ aliena, and 
all persons who are not citizens ot this country are sub­
ject to t~ose renulat1ono. 

J\PP .dOVEu: 

.dOY .idolaTT .. ICK 
Attorney General 
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RespectfUlly submitted 

W,. 0.. J4 CKSON 
Aaaiatant Attorney General 


