
A 1n1Ar::E : Elee"'1os··1ar~' Institut.:.'"'n h:borl:ttlril'l.s are not 
approv'~ • "'"'- t'r)G '3 tat e 'oard of Health to nermit 
ther.· to naki'l blooc. ~est s under ""<' t · "~"' .:>3E:4A . 

J anuary 20 , 1944 

Honorable Ira . A. Jonos , President 
~> taco Ll eo:mooynary Ins t i tutions 
J offorson Cl ty , :~1ssour1 

Dear Sir : 

F fLE D 

/j-b 

This aepartmont is i n receipt of your l et ter of January 
17 , 1944 , wl1ero1n JOU -=nake t h e follo~1n inqu i r y : 

"Under the new pre- marita l l aw, reau1r ing 
· aeser 1an , .t<.a.hn ana. Kl i ne tou to t o JO 

maae , ou r l aboratories l'J a ve boen o.s l<ed 
t o 'ake s u ch testa , a nd we hnYo refused 
to U.o so . 

" Now t 1"'C quos ti m co ll S U~J a o to whe ~her 
we wl l l ~ake th~~ f or our om1 ompl o voos . 
A part of our ~ orvice to our er~lo~ees 
1s nedlcal care . ' ~en an e rnp l o eo flrst 
co ·1os to ..... ork , He r1ake ouch tos to , for 
ou r own roc ordo. 

" Is it lawful for u s to make these tes t s 
as pre- ma r i t al tests , an- ~ ace ~ho re-
a, .. lrod certiflcat lon , when +:he pers on in­
vol veu .LS ou r e rnploJ ee , f s u e r 11orsone 
ex1)ect to rer!alr. ln our e.npl o· , af t e r be -
in~ ~arrioJ ; ~r sue~ ~orso oos not ex-
.tlec t to re ai~. in ,)\J.l' empl o ;ent . I..ave 
we t.ho ri h t to 'lla :ce t, esc t s t s a fl ..... can 
we cor t ify to them, un cr l..L.?..s now l aw?" 

Sec tlo1 33G4A , Laws of ··is s o\. r .i , 1943 , .>ro"\ i t::.~a ln part 
a s follows a 
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" La.b":'>rn tor· : tos tn s hall ')e .r.a ..... e free of 
c1ar o b;" +:he La...>ora~..or, of tho tate 
.>On!"..: of P.ea.lt~ , or :r~ s uch other ... ;ubllc 

11onl th ln..>orn.~:.orion w· erovol' lc.lnt.a l ned 
ln t!lo !Hate· of ·1s t1ourl , u.von Gho re­
quos t of a r~'... s lclan or uy an n ,J,~.1 llca:lt . 

" For t: .e .:mr ;.?o:.. c of this ao t , ' la ora tor:: ' 
nhnll Jilca n an.J .. Jl•lvato or ubl lc heal th 
laborntor:v du l y &!J ... ..~rovoct by the ~tate 
~oard of Leal th of isD~ur l , or 1 the 
~vato on·d of oal th of nn7 ow•or n ~ate 
of the v '11 ted oJ t.n '~;O S , or yr t yo \Jn 1 ted 
3ta ~es Pub) ic 1laal th Ser ice . 

It wlll >o n·'led that t'" e report of t h e bl ood tc.st is 
o.ccoptablo onl v \han tade ~~, l a"Joru tories ... uly a.~.)., ro\reL. by tl'le 
~'~a ta · )onr o~· oa.l th of t;r _s s "a to or any otl).er s ta. to of the 
Unite.:: ..... n ... t,s , or by tihe Unitoc ~,t.ates PublL: I1oal tl1 •. er•rice . 
l n necor<....anc e vi ~~l.:. our telo1.Jhone conver sation of th.lo date , 
lt is Q,lr un ... o:--stanul.n~, thnt whatov r laoorator r fn"llltie s 
you h: V!l '"l'C nJt a ~._)rovc ..... b any of t• ese oonr _..o . :.. ince rour 
lo.boratorl.oo are not so a roved , :---ou shoul .... '"lake no h l ood 
tos t.S un...tor t•w .!/''u- rnari tal law . 

CO CL ~IOt~ 

I t .1 o our oyinlo., tha. t t he b o nra o~ mnno. _,ers sl ,oul J not 
ullon la0ora~orl0J of tl·e ~ ... c..te .lee os:rno.ry Instl.;u~..ions to 
r~o.·te b l oo .... to.,-:;n for tho pur.;os c s s .~.Joc~fled ..:.n sec .... . n ~3''4A . 

t~vY »c?arl''hcR 
Attorney enoral 

IWL : . :L 

r on JGC tfull:r eubni ttod , 

PAlJ!"lli C . LA~i LY 
As sistant Attorney ~en~ral 


