
VITAL STATISTICS. : Local Registrars in cities 10,000 
: to 30,000 must supply city Board 

of Registrars mont hly list of deaths 
of persons over 21· years of age, 

: during preceding month. 

June 5, 1944 

FILED 
.ar . o. s . Hull, Jr ., 
Dlrector Vit al Stati st i cs 
The Sta~e Board of J eal th of Mi ssouri 
J erferson ( l ty, Miss ouri 

Dear Mr . 11ull: 

'h.t s will a cknowledge the r eco i t c f your 
letter o! ·~j 25, 1944 , r equest n~ an opinion ot 
this office ,whi ch i s as f'ol lows: 

"I have r e ceived t he f ollowing letter from the 
loca l re3istrar of Adair County: 

'l!r . o. s . :1u11 , ~!rector 
Vital Statistics 
Stat e Board of Health 
J effer son City, •issouri 

'Dear 1r • Hull : 

1 I have been i nforned b y the City of Kirksvill e 
tha t I should hand t hem a list of all l ogal 
voters who die oach month. I n f a ct they are 
just now a sking me to b~tnt i t up to to from 
t he time of the las~ census. 

'This i s quite a litt lo task and I am wonder­
ing if I can legally charge them f or this s er ­
vice.' 

'Your advice will be appr e ci a ted . 

Your s very t r uly, 

Mrs . J . L. Wagner.' 

"I would like to have an oplnlon as to whether 
or not a local registrar ie to furnish c1tie3 
with a l i st or 1e ga1 voters who die and i t the7 
can make a charge for this service. An early 
reply will bo appreciated . " 

j 



Mr . o. s . Hull , Jr . - 2- June 5 , 1944 

Sec . 11947, R. s . Mo , 193~ , ~rovide s : 

"It shall be the duty of the person or of ficial 
having charge of the vital statistics of any 
such city to f urnish said board of r egistrars, 
monthly, a r eport of tho names, sex, color and 
previous r esidence of all per sons over 21 years 
of age who have died duri ng the preceding month. 
Any registrar of vital statistics violating the 
provisions of this section ahall be deemed 
s uilty of a misdemeanor, and fined not less than 
f l O. OO and not more than $50 . 00 . (laws 1933, 
p . 239 , Sec. 12.)" 

The plai n words of this statute require the ~ocal 
r egist rar to furnish the Board of registrars of oitieaJ 
between 10,000 and 30,000 inhabi tants with this infor­
mation. There is no fee provided in the statute for 
this service, nor is t here any provision in the genAral 
statute relat ive to fees of local r egistrars, providing a fee 
for a s ervice of this kind. ( Sec . 9780 R. S . Mo. , 19 39 . ) 

A publ ic of fi cial claimi g compensation f or official 
duties performed must point out t he statute aut horizing 
such payment . Nodaway v. Kidder, 129 s. W. ( 2d) 857. 

CONCLUSION . 

It is therefore, the conclusion of this off i ce 
that the local registrar of vi t al statistics of cities 
between 10,000 and 30 ,000 pOpulat ion must supply the 
city board of regis trars with monthly l i sts of all over 
21 years of age, who died during the preceding month 
and no fee is provided in the statute for this service. 

APPROVED: 

ROY McKIT'l'RICK 
Attorney General 

RJF :LeC 

Respectfully submitted 

ROBERT J • FLANAGAN 
Assistant Attorney General 


