
( 1) c ounty supe~intendent does no·c have to be a 
taxpayer; 

(2) Poll books not required in elections for county 
superintendent . 

~~pril 1 0 , 1943 

FJ LED 
, 6 

;r.· • .t:{a.yJJJ.ond rl. Pu i;terson 
County vuporinteuoent of vc.u.ools 
Galena , t.:issouri 

JJear Jir : 

,'1 e nuve your lotter or tne ?th, \~hi en 1·~ads as 
foll ows : 

"Plcu.Je uiV t; yOUJ..' opinion OU the 
lollowi~ ~t oncd if possi ble. 

I . Jclil o. person ':t.ua.1 1~·y l'or Jo . 
~upt . or ~ohools i~ he nas not p~id 
t:J.IlY tax in t.lle county? 

"2. Is it lebal in a 00 . Supli. elec­
tion wue~e tner e was no poll books 
s~nt out to the uistriot to list the 
n~es in, ~u tn~ c l erks just return 
ballots for tne votes to be checked 
by ~ Also tdlly shet::ts ,.ere sent but 
uo oook . " 

.. e will .ms-wer your U(;:stions i n the or<ie1· asked 
i n your l e;tter. 

I. 

The t!Uttli~'icatio.us for tt oounty school superin­
tena.cnt t.~.re .:>et forth in L)e\!tion 10609, t< . b . •Jissouri, 
i n the followin6 language : 
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" * * * sai\l county school super­
intendent shall be at l east t wenty­
:four years olu , a ui t i zen o1· the 
county , s!tal l nav e taught or super­
vised school s us .1is l..lhi el' \'.Ork dur­
i.Q6 at least t\IO years o1· the ei6 h t 
years next l>l'eceding his elec tion or 
t~.p_poiutlu.ent; 0.1: snC~.ll have spent the 
t\'fo year s next preceu.i.Jl6 his elec­
tion or &ppoin~ent ~ s ~ re~ul&r 
stua.ent ii1 a st&.te tet~.cners' college 
or university , i:i.nd shall ut t.n.e ·time 
of his el .ectiou hol a. u a.iplol.llel. froo 
one o~ tne stu t e teachers colle~es 
or state unl vcJ.·si t y , or shall nold u 
state certif icate , a uthorizin6 h i m 
to t eacn in the pu olio schools of 
... issou.J.:i, OJ.' :mall llol u b. first grade 
county c ervi f l uate t:tutno.~.:izinb h i m to 
t.dt:iCh lll tu~ county O l. ~.L.L iCi1 ne is 
superi ntendent ; ""' ., • 11 

It will be seen l'~·o.w. t!J.tt abov~ t.u.b.t t.aere is no 
provision tu~t u person must be b tax~ayer befor e he can 
be county supt..~.·intena.ent. 

It i l;$ , t .ac.ceJ.'o.c e , tne opl.ui on o1' tu.i~ office tnat 
u pe.1·sou l..lall y_UcillJ.'y ..Lor county ~uper·intena.ent oi' JOhools 
without b~iug u taxpayer . 

I I . 

TLJ.e pro 'ii s i on., oi' tue law tor .aAin~ repo1·ts of 
vot es cast. 1'0-L: ~.;oU.IJ.ty ~ UJ.) t- ~ ihvena.eat a.ra l'ouna. in .. ;;t~ction 
lOGl O, "\. ..; . ~ is,;,;~ou.ri , 19.;9 , iu ti.LO I'oll owi ng l t::tnbuage: 



Mr . R~yuona H. Patterson - .)- april 10, 194J 

".At l~t:tst ten U.ays before the o .. h ­

nut::.l scAool mcetin6 in ..u1y yee:..r 
wheh u ...:ounty oupel·inteua.ttLt ot 
publiu sunools is to be ~l~ct~~ , 
t.11e c l erk 0..1.' I..Hv uounty court snd.ll 
· •c.ill uy l'eLlSt.. ... ..L'eu l a1-t t1£ co the 
pl'Ouiuout 0 .• : Ol t)r K. Of t he boar d Ot' 
school uir<:Juto~· B of the vu.rious dis­
tricts o1 thu c ounty a tally sheet 
of sufficiE-nt size t ..J oont t... i n t h a 
Ila.tlcs ol' o. l l tne y_ua lil'i J<i. voters of 
~uch a.i stcic t.s , 't.'Hi ch tully suetdis 
sHall , so fu.r t... S .._JJ:aoti oal , uonform 
t o t na r'or.ru. uf poll boo:es set out in 
&u\.!tio:J. l J.<z';jv , urticlt} G, ...:llu..&,>tt-r 7u , 
.. \. s . 1 9J9 , reha. tin.::, to ;:,llueral elec ­
tions , ttn.u in 1.w..kin~ the ~·eturns of 
su.cn bl t) cti IJll, ttle tt..lly SJlOI:}t s ::wall 
U(, u ~rti.!i thi tJy the c.lttl.L'ilW.ll u.nd sec­
r etw.:y of su.oh. ru:mual scll.ool ... teeting 
c..11d attestt)(i oy the hle.t;lbera of tne 
,,ouru or· u.i .racturs 0.1. Gho u.ls &I·ic t, 
'tiLLO I:luf' b e present. "' * .t; :.:< ' rt 

The uuov e provision re~uires t he county c lerk to 
send out to tub a.istricts t ully sheet~ i or tne use of such 
districts in 1u.ukiL.g r etur ns ol' the voting for oounty super­
intenuent. . l>t u p.rovi siotJ. is L.tU.le 1 ..>l 1'ur.nishine, poll books . 
\le a re not eutirel y c l ea.r r·rou yow.· l~tter o..S to what was 
aone in the '1uy o.~.· wakiu.... ..~.·etu.rli;3 of the vot in~ , out we 
taKe it -Gilt. t tully snoeta \Vore useu. to lllake .t.•et.ur ns oi' t n e 
~otillu . I f tllis was <w.u~ , l..i.tull t..ue la\1 \tu3 coL'..plied ,;i-ch . 
Yo~ lc;tter stul.es that tully sheets were sent bllt that no 
poll books \teru sent out. , -..nd this wuulu be i iJ. oow.plil:lnoe 
witn tue s te.tute . 

vONCLUSION 

It io..), tllt; J.'~J.'oro, t llo opiuion or 1-Ilis o1'f i ce that 
pol l books ~·e .uot re~uired to be furnished to school dis­
t ricts for elec-cions of county superintendents of schools , 
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but that tall y sheets ar e provided f or use i n mtiking r et urns 
of t he votin~ in such electi ons • 
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