
PuRCHASING AGENT : Permanent Seat of Government 
shall purchase supplies to be 
u sed on third and fourth f loors 
o~ Capitol Building . 

LEGISLATURE : 

~ebruary 24 , 1943 

.. r . Leor ar d • ~.e'fJ'ton 
(.,hief \.. l erk 
I.tissouri Uou.Be of 1-~epresenta t ivas 
J efferson Uity , ~1ssour1 FI LED 

~b Dear ~ir : 

'Ihi8 18 ir r epl y to your lcttcz· of 1 ebr uary 19 , 
1943 , wri c.t. cot t&ins ti_e fol lm·:inc. r l.oue st for an opinion: 

"It will b(. gr eatl y a.ppruciated , if 
you w~ll furr ish me an Opinivr on 
tte fo llowinr matter ; 

nchapter 110, Article 30 of t he 
Revised Sta.tut(;S of J. iseou.ri, 1939 , 
sets up e commit tee or l egi slative 
~uarters ard Libr ary , establishing 
~ permanent joint committee of the 
Gereral Lssernbl y . '!'his committee 
hao ccarge of the t hir d and fourth 
floor of t he Cauitol L~ilding . 

11'1'here has a.ri sen a question as to 
who shoul d purchase t te sup~lics to 
be used on these f loor s . 'lhese sup­
pl ies have bee~ purc~ased , ter~tofore , 
by the Per manent ~ eat of Government . 

111 would like t o have you aC. \ise me 
~hether or rot t~e Co=. ittee or. Le~is­
lative ,uartGrs and Li br ery should pur­
chase a part or all of thes e s~pulies , 
and if so , what fund cs.n be u!led for 
t he payment of t ' e supplies . <.,ol ld 
t his payment be made fro~ tte contin­
gent fund of t he L.Oua e ." 
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Section 14737 , Chapter 110 , Article 2 , Revised Stat­
utes of ~li ssouri , 1939 , reads as follows : 

"l'hE;re is her eby establis~ed a perma­
nent joint committee of th~ general 
assembly, to be known as the com­
mittee on l e[ islative quarters and 
library, to be comprised of ten mem­
bers of the senate and te~ members of 
the house of representatives whose 
offices shall be l ocated in the capi­
tol b uilding , Jefferson City, missouri . 
'11he s enate members of t .tJ.e committee 
shall be appoint ed by the p r esident 
pro tern of the senate and the house 
members shall be appo int ed by the 
speaker of the house , and their ap­
pointments shall continu~ during their 
terms of office as members of the 
general assembly . n 

'l'his section , whi ch is t he r e- enact ed Laws of 1939, 
page 503, establishes a permanent joint committee whi ch 
appo i nts a librarian who serves as secretary t o the com­
mittee on l eg islative quarters and libr ary . Vnder t hi s 
chapter the committee on l eg islative quarters and librar y 
has charge and custody of the offices of the members of 
t he Senate and House of hepresentat1ves , and t he other 
offices on the third and fourth floora of the State Capi­
tol Bui l ding . 

Section 14739 R. s . Misso.uri ; 1939, of t he same 
chapter , r eads as follows : 

"lt shall be tl .. e duty of t he committee 
on l egislative quarters and library to 
have charge and con t r ol of t he s enate 
and house chambers of the state capitol 
buildi ng and a ll other space on the 
third and fourth f loors of t he stat e 
capitol building as ori ginally designed 
by t he a r chitects for the use of the mem­
bers and officers of the senate and houee 



.. 
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of r epresentatives, i~cluding bill 
rooms and file rooms , and the furni ­
ture , files anc sup l ies therein, 
all of wbich shall be r e served for 
t he permanent use of the member s of 
the s enate nna t he house of repre­
sentatives . " 

Section 14740 K. s . k i s souri , 1939, partially reads 
as follows: 

" * * * These rooms , together wi th 
all other rooms on the senate side 
of t he capitol building, she.ll be 
in·direct charge and under the con­
trol of the custodian of the senate , 
who shall be consi dered the represen­
tative and employee of the committee 
on l egisl ative quarters and library, 
and no use of any of said quarters 
other than by the senate or the mem­
bers ther eof shall be made , save and 
except with the written consent of the 
senator occupyins said office r oom and 
upon order of t he committee on legis­
l ative quarters and library . " 

Under tile above partial section the cu stodian of the 
senate has direct char ge and control of the offi ces of 
the senate and the other offices on the t t ird and fou rth 
floors of the State Capitol building . 

Section 14741 R. s . issouri , 1939 , con tains tee 
same clause as set out in ~ectlon 14740, aupra , but also 
includes the offices of t he house of representa t ives, 
where , in Section 14740, supr a , the offices of t he mem­
bers of the senate are incl uded • 

Section 14746 , R. s . Missouri , 1939 , provi des that 
the commit t ee shall make r ules and regulations for the 
care and maintenance of the senate and house chambers, 
and other r ules connected with the legislature . It also 



Mr . L&onard E. ~e~ton - 4- February 24, 1943 

authorizes the committee to provide telephone s in cer tain 
0ffices, and pr ovide postage and provide certain books 
for ~ L library. It does not contain any nrovision for 
the purcha se of supplies to be used on the floors of t he 
third and f ourth f l oors of tb.e Capitol uuilding . 

Sect ion 14748 R. s . ru issouri , 1939 , reads as fol ­
l ows: 

"It shall be t he duty of tho cu sto­
dian of t he senate and tho custodian 
of the house to mark all le~islative 
1urn1ture by stencils or otherw jse 
s o that it can be identified to in­
ventory and protect said furLiture . 
It shall be the du~ of tPe com­
iiif~sioner of t he - permfent-seat of 
s o ernment to coopera e with the 
custodians above designated and 
supply and furnish nece ~ sary jani­
tor hire to keep the let>i slative 
guarters in good condition. " 

Under t he above section the legislature saw fit to 
declare it t he duty of the commis sioner ~f the Permanent 
~eat of Gover nment to cooperate with the custodians desig­
nated in the chapter, and suppl y and furnlsh necessary 
janitor hire to keep t he le g islative quarters i n tiOOd con­
dition . It can be i mplied under t his section that since 
the commissioner of the Permanent Seat of Gover nment is 
r equired to keep the legislative quarters of the gove rnment 
in good condition, then the purchase ot' supplio s for such 
purpose must be made by the Permanent Seat of ~overnment 
and ·rot by t he committee on legislative quart~rs and li­
brary. 

In your r equest you i rquire whether the committee 
on legislative quarters and library sho~ld pJrcl~se a 
part or all of these supplies and from which fund t h e 
payment cou l d be made . Since we are holding t hat t he 
Permanent ~eat of Gover nment should furnish the sup~lies 
to be used on the fl r ors of the quart~rs set ou t in Chapter 
110 , Article 3 , it will be unnecessary to pass upon this 
question. However , we call your attention to Section 



Mr . Leonard E. 1ewton - 5- February 24 , 1943 

14590 , Chapter 105 , which reads as f ollows : 

"The purchasing a c;ent shall purchase 
all supplies except print i nG, oinding 
e.nd paper, as provi ded for i n cho.pter 
1 20 , h . ~ . 1939 , for a l l departments 
of t h e state , except as i n t his chap­
ter otherwise provided . He shall ne­
GOtiate all leases and purchase a l l 
l ands , except for su ch depart ments 
a s der ive their power to acquire 
l ands from.the Constitution of t l e 
state . " 

Section 14592 , Chapter 105 , (Revised Statutes of 
~issouri , 1939) , pa r tial l y r eads as fo llows : 

" No department shall make any pur ­
chase except t hrough the purchasing 
agent as in t his chapt e r pr ovided. -::· * .. ;~. ..;c- .. ;:. -)'~ ·;{.. ~~.. -~ .. ;:.. • fl 

It is , t her efore , t he oninion of t hi s department 
that the supplies to be used or. t h e offices of the Senate 
and l .. ouse of Repr esentatives, and other o ..:~f ices on the 
t hird and four t h f loor of the Uapi tol w ilding t hat are 
connected with the l e t i s l a t ure must be mad e by the Per ma­
nent Seat of Government t hroug the purchasing agent . 

Respectfully submitted 

V • J . BURlili 
As s ist ant Attorney Gene r a l 

Al)PROVED : 

ROY l'l1cKl 'lwr'RICK 
Attor ney General of ru i s souri WJB : l\\*~ 


