
COUNTY 0LEHK: It is the duty of the county clerk to add 
up the figures showing the amount of tax 
~n the proper ·columns of an assessor ' s book, 
and the aggregate amount in each column 
shall be noted on each page . 

December 8 , 1943 

Honorable Jeose A. ~:1tchell 
Chairman, 3tute Tax Commission 
Je1ferson ~ity, ~1ssouri 

De~r Jud&e Mitchell: 

FILED 

~ -2 

The 41.ttocney General wishes to uc.tmowledge receipt 
ot your letter or December ~ , 19~ , in .rhich you request 
an opinion ot this department. This opinion request is 
as fo llows: 

"Will you kincUy furnish this Col.alldasion 
an opinion on tho following matter: 

"ls it the duty of the County .. ~ssessor or 
thu l..ounty Clerk to o.du. tho .noaossor•s 
Boo~ anQ place the totals of eaoh olasa 
of property in the proper class on the 
book? 

"Should eaoh po.go in tho .... aseosor ' a Book 
oru.·1·y a total or lsi l l the grand tota l ot 
all the property of ti oertui n ol uss meet 
the statutory requirement? 

"Tho subject m.atteJ:• or this controversy 
is contuined in Chapter 74, Section 10,990 
H • .,) • 19.)9 . 

~some or all county officials are ut vari­
unce concerning whose duty it is to make 
th~su aduiti ons and enter ~hose totals and 
they have ttskeu us l'Ol. L. decision. 

"We will upprooiato ouw.e ut your conve-
nience." • 
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On .t.~.pril 21 , 1938, this depar tment issued ttn opin­
ion written by Tyre "7. Burton, .... n ... ssiatant , in which the 
first ~uestion relative to whose auty it is to place the 
totals or euch cl uas or property in t Ae proper column on 
the book is taken up c..nd considered. . Consequently , \,e 
are attachini to thi s opinion a copy or ~. Burton 's opin­
ion , whic.u we l'e(jl will answer your f irs t que stion. 

The ~econd question which you ask is ~s to whether 
each page in the as sessor ' s book should carry a total or 
would the br~d totQl of ~1 of the prQpertT of a certain · 
class meet the st atutory requirement . 

In 4-IlS•.-er to this 'iuestion, we wish to ci t e yCJu a 
portion of Section 10995 , t . J . _tissouri , l9S9 , entitled 
"Arr angement 01' assessor ' w book. •• In view ol' the fact 
t hat this statuto is rather lengthy, we will onlT cite 
thut part v.l..i ch is relev~nt to t he question under consid­
eration. s uch portion of this statute proviaes the fol­
lowi ng: 

" • ~ * The county clerk snal l add up 
the ri .:.,ures sno\rl~ tne ,-J.l!tount of such 
tax , in the pr oper columns, e..n<l. tho ag­
GreGate anount 1~ eacu column sh~l be 
noteo. 2£ ~ ~· "t· * * " -

lie feel it is clecu· tro.o.J. t.ne p1·ovisions of this 
statute thut it is the duty of the county clerk to add the 
figures sho\linv the araou.nt of tax in the J?roper colwnns in 
tho a ssessor ' s book , &na th~t the agere&ate in each column 
sha.ll be noted on each puge . • •e fuil 'Lo f 1nd ''here t hia 
exact question h~s been pass ed on by the courts ot this 
state, anu tnorero~e ~re only able to cite you to this par­
tiou.l ar section 01 the st~tute, whioh e feel is verT clear. 

UONCLUSION 

It i s , therefore , t he opinion or this department 
t hat each page in the a~seasor ' s book shall earrr a tot~l 
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ot all of the property of a certain olaas or in one 
column. 

~PROV.l!:D : 

HOY MoK~.t'J."'!'.i:U J!( 
Attorney General 

JSP :BR 

• 

Respectf ully submitted 

JOHN ~. r HILLIPS 
~ssi stant Attorney General 


