OFFICERS: A County Treasurer who marries after being elected may
sign her marital name to official documents.
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i"isa l'auline llopen %2

Ireasurcr, Cole County
Jefferson City, liesourl

Desr ''l1ss Hopen:

This 1s to acknowledge receipt of your opinion re-
quest dated Tarch 4, 1943, which we quote:

"I have just recently married and
would llke an opinion as to the
correct style of name to use when
executing pepers iIn the future.

"Jould 1t be correct for me to sign
same wlith my married name or let 1t
rerain Fauline !iopen under which I
was elected?"

lhere 1s no constituticnal or statutery provision
which covers your situation, nor could any cases, dlrectly
in point, be found. iowever, the purpose of a signature
is first to authenticate the document to which it Is attach=-
ed, and secondly, it is made for the purpose and with the
intent thst the individusl signing the writing will be
bound thereby, C. Jo. Volume 59, Section 3, page 719, It
might nlso be considered as an sct of identificatlon, that
i3, the signing of the name identifies the document as
being signed by that particular gerson, WNamea are plven
for the purpose of 1dentification, for separating that
cbject or individual from similer objects or individuals,
You, as a person, have not cemnsed to be the person you were
when elected, merely because you married. You merely sccepte=
ed 2 new status and 2ssumed your husbeand's name. Henceforth
you will be known and identlified by your married name. Your
purpose and intent to be bound by the signing of your married
name will be the same as when you signed under your maiden
name.
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llowever, in order to be porfectly safe you may slgn
your married name, and below 1t in parenthesis put your maiden
nerme. ‘or example:

I'rs. Sam C. “leck {(married name)
(nee 'iss Jessica Cox)

At leest you could effectively sign your documents as
shown by the example for a resscnable length of time, or until
you became sufficiently ldentified by your married narme to dise
pense with the addition of your malden name,

It is also the suggestion of tals office thet you have
your marriage certificate put on record in this county.

CCHNCLUSICN

A signature by you, in your official capaclty as lounty
ireasurer, under your married name would be legal and effective.

fFespectfully submitted

WILLIAM C. BLAIR
Assistent Attorney Ceneral

A £a . V‘-’l\

e

R0Y FEEIT sICK
Attcrney General of iisscuri
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