
CHILD LABOR : 
P~~ 
Cfi4ltlPe~ from fourteen to sixteen years of 
ace may be emplo:Ted as te le:;raph messengers 
if they have completed the common school 

Septo 1ber 24, l 'J42 

~Ion . Orville S . Traylor 
Co:uniaaioner of Labor 

and Industrial Ins pection 
Jeffers on Cl.t y , ?lissour i 

Dear Sir: 
I 

\1e have your letter of t ho 23rd in which you submit 
for our opini on the followin0 : 

"Upon demand , i s it loe;al f or t he 
school author ities in t he State of 
Missouri to issue an empl oyment certi ­
ficate for a child between the ages of 
14 and 16 years to be engaged as a tel­
egraph messenger for full-time empl oy­
ment between the hours of 7 A.! •• and 7 
? . !i ., not more than eight hours per day 
or forty- eight hours i n any one week , 
or for more than six days per week, 
without compulsion of h is attending 
school , part-ti me or otherwise, and 
pr oviding t his child has completed t he 
com::.1on school course as pr escribed by 
t ho constituted aut horities, or ita 
equivalent ? 

".:o should also like to have your de.fin­
i tion as to t he grade necessary to havo 
been completed in school .by a child in 
order to be so classified as a graduate 
o.f the conrnon school course . n 

Fl LED 

CfiJ 

Section 9620 , Art. 3 , Chap . 56 , R. S . :.o . 1939 , pro­
vides as fo llows: 



~Ion . Orville s . Traylor - 2- Sept . 24 , 1942 

"It shall be unlo.\'7ful for any child 
in this state under the age of 16 
years to be employed, permitted or 
suffered to work at any gainful occu­
pation unless such euployment is auth­
orized as in tlus article, or other-

i b 1 id d ,,. . . .tk n u se y aw prov o : :z. .~ ·;} ......... ·' .: 

Section 9621 of the same article provides as follows: 

"Ho child under the ace of sixteen 
years shall be onployed, :permitted 
or suffered to uork at any gainful 
occupation for more than eight hours 
in any day, nor f or more than forty­
eight hours or sr~ days in any one 
week, nor before the hour of seven 
o ' clock 1n t he forenoon nor after the 
hour of seven o'clock in the afternoon 
of any one· day: ..., .<- •• .~ .:. .;. .• .: .:- •• • .. n 

Fro~ a reading of tho forecoing sections it will be 
seen that t he hours wbich are proposed for t he telegr aph 
messengers mentioned in your request meet the requirements 
of Article 3, Chapter 56, R. s . ilo . 1930 . 

ITo next t urn to the school laws to see whet her they 
prevent the proposed employment of such children. Section 
10587 R. s . Mo . 1939 , D.f'tor providing t hat children between 
the ages of seven and fourteen years shall attend school 
regularly , reads ns follo~s: 

"Provided, that a child between tho 
ages aforesaid cay be excused tempor­
arily from complying with t he pro­
visions of this sectio~ , in nholo or 
in part, lf 1 t be sho\m to the satis­
faction of the attendance officer, or 
if he declines to excuse, to the sat­
isfaction of a court of conpetent jur-



\ 
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1sdiction , that sa.id child is monta.lly 
or phys i cally 1ncapac:tated t o a t tend 
school for t ho uholo per~od required , 
or any part t hereof , or t hat said child 
has conpleted the co~on school course 
as pr escribed by consti t uted author i t y , 
or i ts equivalent , and l~s rece i ved a 
certi f i cate of graduation t herefrom." 

It will be seen that Section 10587, supra, permits excusing 
children from fourteen t o sixteen lears of age from attending 
school if t hey have compl e t ed t h e common school course 11 and 
have a certificate of gr aduation therefrom. ny "common 
school course" is meant t he course of study prescribed for 
t ho first eieht grades of t he public schools . TI1is expres­
sion has uell def:ned meaning and is understood by the State 
Department of Uducati on , and others , t o refer t o t he ins truc­
t ion offered 1n the f i rst ei&1t grades . 

Of course , under Sect ion 4666 , R. S . ~o . 1939 , it is 
unlawful t o empl oy gir ls under eighteen years of age t o de­
l:ver telegraphic mes sages . 

COHCLUSI O!-! 

.1. t is , t :J.erefore, the opinion of t his office that it 
would be la.\vful f or t he school au t hor i t i es in I~issouri to 
iss ue employment certifi cates f or boys between the ages of 
fourteen and sixteen years to be en~aged as telegraph mes­
sengers for full til:le enpl oyment between t he hours of seven 
a . m. and seven p . m. and f or not more t han e ight hours per 
day or forty- eight hours in any one woek , and for not more 
than six days per week, pr ovided s uCh boys llave compl eted 
the course of study prescribed f or the first eight e rades of 
the public schools and have a certi fidate of gr aduation 
t~1erefrom, or have completed work i n ot~1.er schools t h an the 
public schools , which \7or k i s equivalent t o that r equired 
for the firs t eight grades of tho public schools . 

Respectful~y submitted, 

APPRvVED: 

ROY McKITTRICK 
Attornej - Gcneral of ~is~ouri . 

HARRY ll . KAY 
Assi stant Attor ney- General 

' 


