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ROAbS AND BRIDGES: Highway engineer has no
' authority to appoint mainten-

COUNTY HIGHWAY ENGINEER: ance men for the county roads,
-

+

Lecember 17, 1942
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“re ¥hilip ¥, Rellly ,} Fl L E D

Sounty oSurveyor end Highway Ungineer
Jefferson County
Eillsboro, iissouri

Lear Sir:

V'e are in recelpt of your reguest for en opinion,
under date of Lecember 7, 1942, which reads as follows:

"In this county the duly elected
county surveyor is £lso the County
Highwey Iingineer, Flease edvise if
the County Court or the Hizhwey
tngineer has the autherity to and
should appoirt the msli:tenesrnce.men
for the county roads,"

hccording to the last Federal census the populas
tion of Jefferson County 1s 32023, and for that reason
the county surveyor is the ex-officio county highway
enzineer, since, under Sectlion 2660 K, 3, aissouri,
1939, it 1ls provided thatsall counties ir the 3tzte
whickh contaln not less ther 20,000 inhsbitsrnts or more
than 50,000 irhstitants the county survevor shall ve
ex-offlclo county highway engineer. The duties of the
county righway enzineer are set out irn Sections 3661 to
8667, irclusive, X, S, lissourl, 1939, We do rot find
any authority in Article 9, Chapter 4€ k. 5, uissouri,
1639, wilich applies to county righway engineers, for
the highway engineer to emnloy or appoint the meirtesn-
ance men for the county roads.
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Under Section €516 I, 5, kissourl, 1939, the
county court, ir countles havirng & populstion of rot
more than 100,00C, appol:is &ll road overscers, at
the i'sebrusry .Lerm of the lourt.

Under Section 8520 L, v, kissourl, 1939, it is
the c¢uty of the road overseers to keep Lhe¢ roads in as
good repair as the funds at their command will permit,

Also, vection 85228 k., 5, ¥issourl, 1839, which
sets out tle duties of road overscers, states how much
money should be experded by road overseers for the
maintenance of the roads, This section impliedly ives
the road overseers suthority to employ their own help.

COMNCLUSLUN

it 18, Lnereforc, our opinion that tre highway
engineer of Jefferson Lounty does not have autlority to
appoint the malntenance mer for the county roads, but
the coumty court has the gsutlority to sppoint the road
. overseers who employ thelr own help.

Fesnectfully submitted

We Jo BURKE

Assistsrnt Attorney ‘eneral
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