COUNTY ASSHSENTS:

"
~

Honorable Jesse A, Mitchell F l L E R

/b

-

Py

Chairman

State Tax Comnalssion 7 )
Jofferson Clity, Missourl ‘/</
S
: macersd

while attending "group meetings” cglled by
State Tax Commission under Sec. 11027, Lavs

1941, shall be paid by the counties from which

countles the assessors have attended such
meetingse.

May 20, 1942.

-~

Dear lir. KMitchell:

Your opinion request of May 19, 1942, has been

referred to me, This request ls as follows:

"An opinion of your Department written
on day 6, 1942, regarding the payment
of expenses of county ofiicers by the
county while such county officers are
attending thelr respective conventions,
has core to our attention.

"Under Section 11027, of the Laws of
Missouri, 1941, the Comnission is en-
powered to call a group meeting of two
cr more assessors to discuss various
matters pertalning to the assessment

cf property in the different counties
in the State of liissouri, We would
like to have an opinion of your Depart-
ment on whether or not the "group meet-
ings" prescribed in the above section,
come under the term "conventions" which
the former opinion dealt with and whether
or not the expenses of the asseasors
while attending these group meetings
called by the Tax Commission, shall be
pald by the respective counties."

In our former opinion, referred to in your letter,

1t was the opinlon of this Department that the various counties

Expenses incurred by the variocvs connty assessors
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of the 8tate could not pay the expenses of the various
county officials incurred while attending thelr respective
conventions. There was one exception made to this general
rule and that was 1In thie case ol the county superintendent
of schools, T.is particular officer is required under
Section 10617, Re Se idoe 1939, to attend certain conventions
called by the State Superintendent of Schools, This section
provides as follows;

"During his term of office the county
suporintendent shall not engase in
teacning or in any other employment

that interfores with the duties of his
olfice as prescribed by law, e shall
spend annually, studying rural school
problems and supervision of schocols,
r'ive days 1in ecnventlons called by the
state superintendent of public schools,
or twenty days in the state unlversity
or in one of the state teachers colleges,
or in some other manner approved by the
state superintendent, ile shall not re-
ceive his salary for the third quarter
of the year until he presents a certifi-
cate, slgned by the state superintendent,
stating that ne has spent the period
prescribed by law in studying rural
school problems and supervision of
schools, and that his report as county
superintendent of public schools has
been properly made to the state superin-
tendent of public schools,"

It can be seen that this statute requiring the attendance

of the county superintendent of scho.ls at these conwentlons
is required under the laws of this State and the county where=~
in the officer lives 1s required under this section to pay

hls expenses unless such expenses exceed the statutory amount
set up. s [

Section 11027 of the Laws of lissouri, page 694,
subsection 14, provides that the State Tax Commission is em~
powered to call "group meetings" of two or more assessors
from the State of lissourl. This sectlion reads as follows:
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"The comz:ission 1s empowered to call

a group meeting of two or more assessors
at such time and place as 1t may desig-
nate, due notice of which shall be
given by the commission., For attending
such meetings assessors who will make
the assessment for that year shall be
allowed a per diem of five dollars for
the time actually spent, including

going to and returning from such meet-
ing, and shall be reimbursed for trans-
portation expense actually incurred in
going to and returning from said annual
meeting, not to exceed five cents per
mile. Provided, in counties under town=
ship organization the commission shall
call a meating of the township assczssors
at the county seat of said county at
which meeting’'a representative of the
commigsion shall be present; and pro-
vided further, the township assessors
Thall receive nc compensation other than
t+heir nescessary expenses in attending
seid meeting. Vhen such claims are
verified by oeth and approved by the
commission, or any member thereof, they
shall be presented to the county court,
or other taxing officers, and when duly
andited a warrant in payment shall be issued
and pald out of any funds velonging to the
county or other municipal subdivlision which
such assessor officially serves,."

It will be found that this section doss not refer to conven-
tions but refsrs tc "group meetings" and prescribes that the
State Tax Comuission may cell these meetings to be composed
of two or more assessois and 1ls not a call for the assessors
from all over the State of liissouril.

A convention, as ruled on in the former opinion,
we belisve to he a meeting called by a voluntary organization
formed by a certain group of officials, which econvention is
called for the vurpose of promoting the welfare of such class
of offieials and for thelr mutual ben=fit., This type of
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gathering is called by a body whieh is not created by
law obut which, as stated above, merely formed by the
group of off'icials thomselvss, The group meectings
specified in Section 11027, supre, are called by the
State Tax Commission, which 1s & body created by law and
such statute states that the Tex Commission way call a
"group meeting" of "two or more asscssors." Ve cannot
conceive a meeting of this kind to be in any way tormed
a "eonvention.," And a mesting such es this certainly
was not contemplated 1n the former opinion of thls Departe-
mente.

It is, therefore, the opinion of this Department
that the "group meeting" as specified in Section 11027,
supra, is not a convention as contemplated In our former
opinion and that the counties from which the assessors
attend sucl: mecting of the Tax Comulssion shall reimburse
the assessors attending the aforesald meeting 1n accord-
ance with Section 11027 of the Laws of ilissourl, 1941,

Respectfully submitted,

JOMN Se PHILLIPS _
Asslstant Attorney-General

APPROVLD?S

ROY WMCKLTIRICK
Attorney=-General
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