School moneys in counties

SCHOOLS:
TAXATION: under township organization
TOF NSHIP TRUSTEES: should be turned over to town=-

lir. Yewell Lawrence
Clerk of County Court
Stoddard County
Bloomfield, lissouri

Dear Sir:

shiptrustees.
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This 1s in reply to your L tter of recent cate,

wherein you request an opinion from this Department on

the following statement:

"one of the townshilip Treasurers in
our county--as you no doubt know,

we have townshlp organization--is of
the opiniocn that since he 1s township
Treasurer he would be entitled to
recelve dl of the School money di=-
rectly from the County Treasurer for
his particular township, regardless
of whether or not 1t is for a Consol-
idated School District=-which have
thelr own Treasurer, or a Village
School District that hes their own
Treasurers"

Since thls is a matter which 1s controlled entirely
by the Statutes, we refer to the followlng statutes, ch
we think apply; Section 14017 provides in part as follows:

"The townshilp collector shall be re-
qulired to draw or procure a plet of
each school district or fractional
part thereof in his township, and shall
keep a true and correct account of

ell school moneys collected by him in
each school district or fractional
part thereof; and when s aid collector
pays the moneys so collected by him
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to the townshlp treasurer, he shall
state the amount collected firom esach
school district or fractional part
thereof, and t ake duplicate recelpts
therefor, one of which he ghsall retain,
and file the other with the townshilp
clerk. As szoon as the school funds

sre aspportioned, the township treasurer
shall auply to the county treasurer
for the school moneys belonging t.
each school district or fractional
part thereof, in hils township, and the
county treasurer shall pay over to him
all of sald school money, taking dupli-
cate recelpts therefor, one of whlech
he shell file with the township clerk,
The township treasurer chall safely
keep such money until pald cut upon
the order of the board of directors

of the various schocl districts in his
townshipes ¢ #% % % &

This section borders closely on the answer to your
question, however, we refer you tc other sections. Section
13989 L. Se. Mo., 19239, pertalnes to this question and 1t [pro-
vides in pert as follows:

"The ccunty treasurer of counties
having edopted or which may herealter
adopt townshlp organization shsll be

ex officio collector, and shall have

the ceme power to collect sll delinquent
personal property taxes, licenses, mer-
chante! taxes, taxes onrailroads and
other corpeoratiocns, the delinquent or
nonresident lands or town lots, and to
prosecute for and make sale thereof,

the same that is now or may herecafter

be vested In the county collectors under
the general laws of this state. # # ="

Under this section, the county treasurer of such ¢ounties
who is ex officlo collector therein,collects delinguent $araonal
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property taxes. licenses, merchants taxes, taxes on rgile
roads and other corporations and delinquent or nonresidents!'

lands or town lots. However, from the provision of

ction

14017 supre, 1t would seem that ex offleio collector, when

he hes made these collections turns them over to the t
treasurer. Under Section 14016 township collector retu
the county treasurer his record of uncollected taxes.

10479 R. Se li0e, 1939, 1s gquite pertinent to this gues
and it provides es follows:

"ihenever any state or county school
noney apportiocned to any town, city

or consollidated school district shall
have been paid to any county or town-
ship treasurer, as now provided by

law, the same shall, on the application
of the treasurer of sal d town, city

or consclidated school district, be paid

ownship
rns to
Section
tion

over to him by sald county or township
treasurer, « % % % % #% ¥ %"

This section clearly indlcates that moneys appcrLianed

to township, city or consolidated school districts are

ald

to t he towhshlp treasurer in counties under townshlp organization.

Sectlion 10400 Re S. ko., 1939, seems to be a special se
on this question; it provides in part as follows:

"The county treasurer in each county
shall be the eustodian of all moneys
for school purposes belonging to the
different distriects, until paid out

on warrants duly issued by order of

the board of direetors or to the treas-
urer of some town, city or consollidated
school disvriet, as authorized by this
cho ter, except in counties having
adopted the t ownshlp organization law,
in which counties the township trustee
shall be the custodian of a1l school
moneys belonging to the township,

and be subject to porresponding duties
as the county treasurerj: # # # #,"

tion

This sectlion clearly indicates that the township treasurer
in countles under towhship organization ls the custodlias of all
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school moneys belonging to the townshlp and hils duties cor=-
respond to those of county treasurer in counties not undger
towmnship organization,

CONCLUSION

It 12 therefore the opinion of this department, at
the townshlp treasurer in counties under townshipy organjzation
is entitled to receive all school moneys, either those the
custody of the county treasurer or those which have been col=-
lected by the township collector. These moneys include| those
of consolidated school districts, cities, towns or village
districts which are within the bounds of such townships,

Respectfully submitted

TYRE W. BURTON
Assistant Attorney CGeneral

APZROVED:

Attorney General

VB : AW




