
S8HOOLS : A si.x-da~ school week for the pur¥ose of ace~ 1.-6-I'Pting 
t~e termination or a school term, is with in the 
dlscretion of the school board. 

Ja.nuar~ 20 , 1942 

.. r . Llo~d · • i\ing 
Superintendent of Schools 
~tate of Miusouri 
Jefferson City, i s s ouri 

'Y\ y 

Dear Jir: 

T~1is DeparLrnont is in receipt of your roquos t 
for an official opinion , ~hich reaas as follows: 

"" o nro ·ocol v lng .lan} lot t ors like 
tne one atto.c 10d lnq ..... irLl ~ whether 
it will be poaslble to use Saturda~a 
for ochoul sessions to ahorten tho 
leu....:.; t ... of tor ,1 . ~ucn use woulo. , of 
course , ~ake o. Hix daJ school week . 

"In Section l u362, t-tevised C) tatut-.. Hs , 
1939 , tho state~ont is made that t h e 
achool week shall consist of five 
school days . voes t his mea.n a mini-
lUi of five days or l L it anaatory 
that t he school week be onl} five 
days? Plense auvise ue on t h e in­
terpretation of this section . " 

Article 2 of Chapter 72 of the Revised Statutes 
of I'issouri, 1939, contains 11 Lnwo ap )lie able t o all classe s 
of uchools . ' ~ action 10324 of that article proviaes in 
IJart as follov.s : 

11\',hotlever any school distri c t in this 
sta to, n ow organized or that may be 
hereafter organized under t he laws of 
t u is state , shall fo.il or refuse , for 
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thu period or one yoa.r , to provide 
for an ci&-~ conths ' sc~ool 1 such 
Jear , provide~ a l evJ of forty cents 
on tho vne hun~red do~lars ' v~lua­
tion , tocether \1i t n. tno puollc funds 
and c sh on h.rmd , \'>ll_ ~nc.ola them 
to have s o long n term, the sace shall 
uo deemea to have lapsed as a corporate 
body ·"· .... ' .... .~~u I •• _,.. •' IC" •• 

'fnis section is construed in State ex rel . hetchel 
v . C.laxton , 263 f,!o . 701 , 173 ..... . . . 1049, as fol lows: 

"The c l oar intendr,1ent of tne statute 
if' t o compel , under penalt) ol' losing 
its corporate O}~istence , ..;ver) sach 
scl1ool als trict to have an eight 
aont hs ' ter.a of school . " 

Section 1 0362, 11. . S . !.O . 1939 , provides as follows: 

' The school da.y ~nall con~ist of six 
hour·s occupica. in actual school work; 
tho s chool r.eek sna~l consist of five 
school any$ , except when Th~nks~iving 
uay , .oece.a.. er 2:; , .·ebruarj 22 01~ July 
4 ::.hall fall upon a recula.J.' scnool 
aa.~ , then the four .L'Oma,Lning ~chool 
aays , if taught ~ shall constitute a 
l egal school week ; tho school month 
snall c onsis t of four v·eeks , and the 
school yenr anall co11r.1ence on tho 
first day of July and end on tho 
t hirtiet h day of Juno followin~ . " 

e belie ve i t is obvious that ~ection 10362, supra, 
is merely a statute defining various terms used in the article 
and do ds not i n any way p r ovide or set forth a scneme of pro­
cedure or administration of school matters . This section de­
fines a r:school month" as consisting of four wee!rs of five 
da)s each. ~e , therefor e , use this d ofln t tion to deto~ine 
the m1n1mQ~ ter . that is required by Section 10324, supra . 
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Tha t s ection provides t hat there must be a term of eight 
scnool mont hs. It npparentl J means that the school must 
be in ses s ion one hundred sixty d a) S out of the year . 

Section 10340 , .Lt . S . .. 1o . 1 939, provides t hat: 

"The board shall have power t o make 
all neea ful r ul e s and regulations 
fo r t h e organization , grading and 
government in their school distric t 
-.. * * * ·::· *." 

As was said 1n State ex rel . O' Bannon v . Cole , 
220 ~o . 697, 119 ~ . W. 424: 

"This c ourt, however , has al ays 
recognized t he right of the school 
boards of the state t o make r eason­
able rule s for the r egulation of 
their respective s chools . " 

Therefore , since t ne onl y requirement L11posed 
bJ our school law is that there must be a t er m each year 
of at least thirty- two school weeks , t hat is, one hundred 
s ixty days, we believe it is l eft to tho sound discretion 
of t he school board as to when the pupils of tts district 
are t o attend the school . As long as the mini num require­
Llent s of the statutes are complied with by the school board 
then any rule and r egulati ons of t ne board in carrying out 
such a law is reasonable . 

In State ex rol . Lewis v . Gravos, 2 19 rr . Y. S . 
189 , t he .Appellate .vi vision of the ~uprer.te Court of the 
~tate of I.e~ York said in regard to t he practice in that 
state of c.i.lsmisat ng children one hour each we<'.k t o attend 
r eligious instructions outside of the school: 

"* * The minimu11 number of days 
for schools to be in session is 
f ixed , ~} ·:<- *. Se e ..Aucation Law , 
Sees . 620 , 621, as amended by Laws 
1 921 , c . 386 . I.1uch is left t o the 
judgment of lccal authorities , to 

' 
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w.noJt 1aanagement of schools is in­
trus t ed , subject to advice and di­
rection of the c ommisslonor . There 
is no c l ai -. that t he children did 
not take t he prescribed subjects , 
or failed to attend t he prescribed 
number 01 da-y a; :.. ·::· ~- ·!}." 

Ther ef or's , vre ueli eve that a school board 11J.ay 
b) r u l e and regulation provide for a six- day w eek so as 
to accelerate the s chool term. 

Conclusion 

I t is , t he refore , the opi nion of thi s Jepartment 
that ever~ school district which has a l evy of forty cents 
or more on the one hundr Jd dollars valuation , is required 
by ..; action 10324, R. ::.. . 1 •• o . 1J~9 , to provide for a tor1.1 of 
eight school mont hs, which, under J ection 10362 , R. s . Uo . 
1939 , means one hundred sixty days . It is further the 
opinion of this Department that a rule and regulation of a 
school board that school shall be held six days a week , 
thereby accelerating the ter~ination of t he s chool term, is 
proper and reasonable . 

APPtOVL:D : 

V AJ.,..... C. ·rHU!{LO 
(Acting) AttorneJ - oenor a l 

AOK : :::.:G 

rles pec tfully submitted , 

A.tTHUlt 0 ' IC.. J<E 
Assistant 4t torney-General 


