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| BLIND PENSIONERS:  Applicant not living with

spouse who has income in
exeess of six hundred
($600.00) dollars is en-
titled to pension.

July 8, 1942

; FILED
Lrs. Lee Jobnstnn '

Iflssouri Cormisslcon Tor the tliund - , '
102 Stute Conitol =ldg. - :
Jeffersoi City, lisscuri ‘ L :

Dear irs. Johnston:

-~

This vill eclrowledge recelnt of your
" letter of June 13, 1942, in which you request
an opinion us follows: _ :

"Windly rendor ar oninion on the fol-
lowing quecstinn., e heve a situstion
in vt. Louis of & blind anrpliecsnt who
is senarated from his wife. They

have two children who are being cared

for_at the Ffarmlngton Crphens' llome, (
and for whenm the hrothers »ay expen-
ses. '

"This epplicunt has 2 wife, fron whom

he is serarated, who ls employed as a

teacher for .£0.00 per month in Vomack,

Missouri, for eight months of the year.

She lists her two children as »partial

denendents,; and states that she is

unarle Lo maintaln her blind husbhand

because of debt. ‘ .

"Doeg havins a rcerarated wife, vho 1s
earning more than 3600.00 per year,
render an ansplicuent Ineligible from
“the standpolnt of income? Ve heve her
statement that she 1s not nalnteining
hinm, '

"This ¢pnlicent is emploved at the
Industrial aid for the Blind; and was
maintained 1a the Jewish Hospitael in
8t. Louis from August, 1940, to De-
cember £8, 1940, recelving free care
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while there. Fisg anzlicotion was
f1led on loverber 20, 1940, I under-
stand that uCCO"le” to the law,
should his eligibi]itj be proven, he-
would be inecligible fron NDV@Mbe 20,
1940, to December 25, 1940, while he
was beling maintalned 1o this institu
tion." ' :

In Seetlion 9451, 4Artiecle 1, Chapter 5&,
: Ry S Mo., 1939, the class of nergons who are
eligible to rece*ve a bling pension is defined,
This Section also contains the Tollowing pro=
5 4§13

ok E Lrov1aed thet no such pers.
son shall be nvti%lca to & pension
under this article who has an income,
or is the recinient, of six hualred
£.3600.,00) dollars or more ey annun
from any source um-tever, or who owns -
property, or has an interest,in DO~
perty to the velue of Tive thousand
($5,000,00) dollars or =ore, Or Wio
Jives with = giﬂhted husbdnu or wife
who has an ivcome oF ig the recipient
of £ix hundred {$600,00) ‘dollars or
more ver annum rom an“ source what-
ever or hag nroverty an interest

in property to the vulue of five thou=
Band (fﬁ 000 00) dollars or more,

SRR " {nderscoring ours,)

It is noted in your letter that the ap-
-plicant is separated from his wife. Undsr such
a set of facts the foregoing auotation from
Section 9451 should rovern the allowance of the
blind pension. :
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It is the opinion of this writer that if
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the investigation mede by the Liissouri Commis-
sion for the Blind reveals therec has been a
bona fide separation of this couple, then the
blind husband would be entitled to receive a
blind pension by otherwise gualifying.

Respectfully submitted,

We 0. JACKSON

Assistent Attorney-General

APPRCVED:

VYANE C. THURLO
{Acting) Attorney-General
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