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BLIND PENSIONERS: Applicant not living with 
spouse who has income in 
exeess of six hundred 
($500.00) dollars-is en­
titled to pension. 

------------------
July 8, 1942 

Mrs. Lc;;e J0L:nston 
Irissouri Cor:unission I'or tho ~;lind 
102 Stt,tc C,·ni tol ~:,lftco:. 
J eff'e:tr:oH Gi ty, LisE-o~ri 

Dear· l\ .. rs. Johnston: 

This vill e.cln:.owledfc receint of ~·our 
letter of June.l3, 1942, in whicb you requost 
an opinioi!_ u8 follows: 

"T<indly I'ElTIClr f-'l.E opinion OD tl.>.G fol­
lowin[;. qycr.·tior.. .,e 1:&ve a situation 
in tit. Louis of a blind a:-r~licc nt y.,lw 
is senarated from hi~ wif~~ T~ey 
have t·wo children viho :a-e 1)ein.e; cur·ed 
for at tLe .0'a_rmin::;ton Cr:phans' Home • 
and for ;,:hcr1 the trothers ya3r expcm­
ses. 

"This l:',j)1)lic:....nt has a wif0 ;. fron whmr. 
h~ is :::;er:•ai'ELted_, v·:ho is emllloyed as a · 
teacher for ,,eo .ad per month in Vlomack• 
Missouri, for e:tr.ht :rn.ontJ1s of tlie, year • 
She lists her two chilc'!ren as partial 
deJ_)andonts; a.nc! states that she is 
unacle to maintain her blind hushnnd 
because o:i.' debt • 

"Does havirv a f.'e_r-nrated v.rif'e, vrho is 
earning more than· ~ioOO .oo per year, 
rencler un ayplicu.nt ineligible fro;11 
t1u? standpoint of income? We have her 
statenent·- thnt she is not rwintvining 
hila. 

"This L.l).rJlic~:·_nt is ef.'l.ployed at the 
Industrial •·i.id for the Blind t and was 
maintained in the Jewish Hospital in 
St~ Louis·from. August; 19-'0i to De• 
oember 26• 1940, receiving free oar~ 
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Mrs~· Lee Johnston · July a, 194-a_. 

while- there. :F~is a·)')lic:~_tion v.-u2 
filed on r:·ove':,ber 20 • 1040 ~ I Ullder~ 
stand 'tb8.t o.cco:rclinc to tl1c lav;, 
should his eliGibility be proven, he· 
would be incli.gi 1'1le fror)l ?bve~mber 20, 
1940, to Decem.ber 2u, 1940,_ while he 
was beine; r;:aintahtec~ in thir.: insti tu­
tion;." 

In Section 9451. l ... rticle 1. Chapter 54,. 
, a,. s .. Mo.~, 1939' th~ class of :!1€.I'S011S who are 
·eligible to receive a blind l'c-;nslon is defined~ 
Thts Section also cont~:dl1S tho :rollmvine pro .... 
vtso1 

'' * 'f; ';' '' t:rovided, thE.t 110 such _pe.r· .... 
son shall be cmti tlcd to a ]iGl1s1on 
under this article v':ho has .an income._ 
or is the recipient, oi' six hun.::~red 
(.)600. .• 00) dollars or ;-n.o:re ":el'· anm.U:i1 
from any· source ;,vhatsver, or \:llo owns· 
property, or has an interest iu p~o­
perty to· tl1e Vc.lue ot :five thousand 
(~5 ,ooo.oo) dollal's or ·:2ore, or wl.w 
J:ives with a si;:hte~. husba.r"ld OT · vrife 
who has an ir.cm.n.e 'or it: tLc :r·ecipient 
of six hunclred f$600 .• 00} dollars or 
more per anmun from any source Vlhat­
ever or hue ~roperty or an interest 
in pronertv t,o the vulue of five thou~ 
f!a~d_, !;i'5Joqa~oo) dollars '?r more. * * 
'~· .f< ·K -:c ., * ·· "(Underscor1.ng oura-.) 

It is noted in your lGtter thnt the· ap~ 
·plioant is separated fr.o7tl. lli s y:ife. 1 •• :nde.r suoh 
~ set. of facts the fore,soinc (tuotation from. 
Section 9451 should f3o'Vern tho allowance of the 
blind pension~ 

It is the opinion-ot this writer that t:r 
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Mrs. Lee l ohnaton .ru1,- e, . 1948. 

the investigation made by the 1Ii~souri Commis­
sion for the Blind reveals there has been a 
bona fide separation of this'couple, then the 
blind husband would be en~itled to receive a 
blind pension by ~therwise qual1~y1ng. 

Reapectrully subm1tte4• 

W. 0. JACY..SON 
Assistant Attorney-General 

APPROVED: 

VANE 0. THURJ.-0 
(Acting} Attorney-General 
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