
BANKS AND BANhiNG: Banks must retain orig~nal deposit tickets 
and l edger sheets , and photorraphs of same . _ 
are not sufficient l'nder Sec . 7987 , R. S. Mo • 
1939 . 

J.iay 27 , 1 942 

Hon . D. tl .., llarri oon 
Col"t-rir eloner of ... 'lnance 
Jefferson City , l41~sour1 

Dear Mr. Harrison: 

FILE 

T is is t o a~knowlod e recAlp t of your lott or of 
recent da te in which you req~ost tho opinion of this de­
partt~ont . Acco-npany1ng you""' lo~ter , yo'J. ncloeo e. copy of 
a l etter fro!"l a certain ")ank, \ih1ch l etter is expl anetory 
of your letter end forms tho baeis of your request for an 
opinion. ~e herewith set forth the lettore : 

~The enclosed coryi's of l~·ters received 
from • .. . G. c . l'rav 1..s , Ca~·.ilr , Cotton 
Exchanro Aink , Kl')nnett , 1a ssour1 , are 
~elf-oxplantory. 

"Will you pl eaAe let me have you 11 opin:on 
as to llfhethor the practice of ,..et.urnlng 
orirl~al eeposit fllJs to cuet~ or with 
onthly ~ tate-,ent and cancelled checks, af­

ter havin ~ocordod the depos1t slips on 
photo ·ra?'11o film o~ +'he l~ocordak , would 
'be conoi<Jered to e in k e ,)in,:: Nl th the 
provisions of 3octlon 7917 , ,\ovinod :'tatntoe 
of lU~souri , 19:39 ; a l so if the practice hy 
a b8.llk of photol)raphlnr the o!'!, •infll (and 
only) l edr er sheet on Recordak fi lm and ro­
turninr the sheet to the der>osi tor wo-~ld be 
1n '!'Coping w1 th the bank! '"ll\ laws. " 

"Will you kind1y advise u s if the practice 
of retArnin~ ori~inal deposit slip~ to t~o 
custoner with ~ontbly statement and can­
coll ed checkA , after hav! N rocordeJ the 
deposit s lip on photographic fi lm of the 
Recordak wo ~l ~ bo considered to o ln keep­
inc with the ~rovisionaof Sec . 7137 of the 
1939 Revision of the Lnnki ng Laws of tho 
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~tate o.:· J •• l ::;~ouri (.: . .. . 1S•29 , -..ec . ~:;11) . 

"We read ttn a rticle pu".)lished recentl y ln 
one of the .~unk Journal::.: tlw.t ~mn of the 
lead.' n: 1:>enks in -exas hac lns tl t-u ted this 
practice of retu~nint deposit slips after 
havi nr pnot"ogruphed t hen on :iecorank fi l m, 
tmd '•' !.lc v,e arc not c oneit er.:.~ t' .. ls 
prac~~ce f or im~ediutc u~o , lf \C dcc.:.c.~ 
th ~.. t ;. t. vmul d worl: to t he a dva nto.,..e of tho 
bank and tho cuctorner t'le r:~y co :..c , ·.r not 
in cvnf ~.: c ".. t..: th t he .Janki n& La r: t. . ,. 

From "..he ~e le t ~or~: , wo unncr~to..nd t.l.c ques ti on to ·Je 
ao fo . lovs : "'•hc ther bank~ a.y ret t rn to the c ustomer o .... 
the thf" ank the orlt-inal .: e -,oc!. t .,lips and orlelnt.ll led ge r 
s beete ohowil'l[ the dep.os .. tor ' D acco nt wi t h t he pank after 
'uot·· h ave beor. pho toe· rap' G. on t' (. oct:.'I'dn.k f ilm. " ~. o 
... ntersta.nd ~t.a.t slnco tl~o aJvcnt; of pi otot·raphy of lnstru ­
"'1onts , r.:.nny 'bo.nts .ave c..-.otJtcd the plan o!' pr.ctot., raph ing 
chockc t ivon b. a c...tsto"!wr en the bar.k u.no pa c3lnf' throut h 
~&.1<• r o that the Lo.nk mny hav o c. .cec:o""o of the trancac~~~oll . 
Als o , 0!'1e bani~c , l'ie ! .• C;cr sta!1d , p to J t:.::>h J!ar~y other 
reco--r13 of the ~. anl{ , .:nclu.cin t depo i t :-l ip~· , nll for the 
f u rther rote c tlon of the o.nl{ end he cu. t orre r~ . The 
answer tn y mr ~..ic_t.:.on ts fo·nd in ~.ect l on 7)J7 , :-\. . !.. . r.lo . 
1 9:09 , wblch prcv .idet a~ !'ollow~ : 

"Lvery car.~ 5:uil: pres~:-vo all .!. t~ records 
of finnl en !..r., , i!1Cl ... a .• cn.1·d s .1~ ed under 
tcio car•d :..·,yste fU!cJ ,1c oclt tie .... ets , t'or· t;l 

per.:ot. of t l uast tl.x y a1··c f:..• .):n ~ •. c C'atc 
of :-~o..rtin t.)e ~a e or ro • "t.e d o. tc of the 
l a.st en tl';'f thereon . " 

':be .. tat~·te q.J.o tc~ auove ie •. J.:;::'utor-y nr.L req ires 
tha.t tho 'tank pre. c1·- ~ a l l ot ;. ~ o roco.s. ... s o!:' flaal ent ry , in­
cl .. ding cards usod ndor the cal .. d a: stelil and ueposi t slips , 
for a ~nr1 od of ~ t lco. ... t six J < ar·{. . te do not think that the 
·Tlet od of p'"'~o ".o rap.1.ing the de )OSi t L.icke ts aud l eQ Cl .. ~beets 
outlin.Jd in Jon· letter is a compliance with .. loc.tiona ?Od7 , 
supr~ , wh_cn ·cq·tire:: the prc~ervati:Ji! of the :r~corus of fi nal 
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entry and deposit tickets , for the rea son t hat when the bank 
delivers to the cu ato~er t he ledr er sheets and de? osit slips 
aforementioned , and r e taines for its own records t h e photo­
graphic til~n , it woul d not , the reb· , have in its po~ session 
t he oririnal aepo5it sllu3 and lodfer sheets . Of course , 
there can be no ob j ec tion to the • ank safer~nrdlng its own 
i nterests and the lntereets of its custo~ers ~y tho Recordak 
fi l m mot: od , outlined above , however, we think the statute 
requ i r es t he preserva tion of the original r ecords in a di ­
tion thereto . 

~ .CLOSION 

It is , therefore , the ccnclusion of tho de.artnent 
that the ~ot'--od of photographing tho de1osl t lips and orig­
inP l l ecrer ehee ts on ~ec~rdak fil~ nne re turninr tho original 
deposit slip~ and ledc or sheeto to the custo~er , is not a 
c o.,pliance wlth the -a.ndo.tory provisi ons o: ~action 79.37 , 
su:cra . 

APPROV D: 

ROY J.t.cKITT~ICK 
Att orney General 

Re spectfully sub~i tted, 

L ,; I L ~ . IiliWI'J'T 
A!si~tant Attorney General 


