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SCHOOLS: School board is not authorized to buy caps and 
gowns and invltation cards for students at 
g11aduation time. l'here is no statute authorizinD' 
the same. o 
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July 25 • 1941 

Hon • J. P. Sm1 th 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Webater County 
Marshfield, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

This depa~tment is 1n receipt of your letter of 
June 2lst, wherein you make the following inquiry: 

• 

"P~aae give me an opinion on the 
following que•tion, 

"A :.ru:ral echool diatrict operating 
on a 20~ levy only, iNued \tarr'ante 
tor graduation •xpenaea of high 
school pupils, who reaidtt 1n the 
cl1str1ctl • Ia thie expenditure of 
funda legal? Tb$ expenae waa for 
graduation oarda end rent of gowns • n 

The queation which :you present has been a con tro­
versial .one throughout the State. We do not think the 
queation ot whethe1" the_ amo'Unt of tuee, lened is 20¢ 
or any a:nmunt within the Constitutional ~1Jnit would have 
a.rrg bearing on the matter. '.the~ power and ~Luthority of 
a .echool board to expend funds for! any purpose must be 
found w1 thin the purv1.8 of •ame • ta tu te. School boards 
are creatures of the 1-ta.tute whoae dutiea are purely 
a ta tutory. The tunda, managh1ell.t and oon trol. ot a school 
d1atr1et ue 110lely within tl:le hanu of tile board .and all 
1 ts powers mu.at be gleaned .f'rom the atatutea. Corley v. 
MGntgomery, 46 s. w. (2d) 283• 
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Hon. J, P. Smith -2- JUly 25, 1941 

We hav• aearohed diligently through the statutes in 
an effort to t1nd one broatl enough in 1 ta 'bema to give 
the boud of eduoation auch power aa outlined 1n your 
letter. We conteaa that we have fail•d• We do not be ... 
lievo that the boed hU authority to provide tor ~apa 
an4 gowna and padu.ation Cflltda u, 1.n one a.m.ae, 1 t might 
oo11a:bi tu te tb.it UM of public •ehool :tunda ~o~~ a doll&t1on, 
gift o:r pr1 vate purpoa·e. 

In the 4H1a1on -o!f HammOnd & Stephens v. Chr1at1a.n 
County, 62 S. W. (24) 844, the Supr«ne Court holds that 
oha:r>ta, atara, a.ttendance CfJrct1t1cat:ee and awarda,. oom ... 
poa1ng a ay•t• d"igned to at1mul.ate aohool attendance 
e.nd purohued ·b}r t-be county auperintendent of schools. 
are not authoa-1Hd by 11tatute and that ti»· eounty ia not 
liable tor the same. ' 

We s:re· not ~ndtul of the .taot that capa and gowna, 
graduation 1n~1tat1ona end cards are cloaelr ~elated and 
pern..pa. a part of a student' a edltcat1on, yet due to the 
tact that thee 1a no atatute au.thor:ta1ng tbe board to ex­
pend funds for such art1cl.ee we are of the opinion that 
the board c$lll0t do a.o • 

Reapect.tUlly aubmittfbd • . 

OLLIVER W. NOLEN 
Aaa;lst&Jlt Attomey.;.;Gemral 

OWN:CP 

APPROVED: 

m1 a·. muru:o 
(Acting) Attorney-General 


