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MO'l'OR VEHICLES: ) 
) 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:) 

Motor vehicles carrying agricultural 
products exclusively in intrastate 
traff'ic exempt from Public Service 
Commission Act. 

July 2, 1941 

Honorable Buf'ol"'d Skaggs 
n~pl~esontati ve 
~::,tate C D.p i tol 
Jefferson City, Iviissourl 

Dear Lr. Skag:~s: 

This is to acknowledge your oral request for 
an opinion on the following question: 

"Do trucks which haul agricultural 
products only to and from :tflarket 
have to have ru1 extra driver and 
sleeper?" 

Hule No. 51 of' the Public Service r..:omraission 
relntinc; to moto:r• carriers and contract haulers pl:>escribes 
the following working hours: 

"No motor carrier controlling. oper ... 
ating or managing any motor vehicle 
used in the transportation of passen• 
gars or property shall cause or allow 
any driver or operator of such motor 
vehicle to worli: as a driver or oper­
ator for a longer period than ten 
hours and whenever any such driver or 
operator shall have been continuously 
on duty driving or operatine for ten 
hours, he shall be relieved and not 
required or permitted again to go on 
duty driving or operating until he has 
had at least 10 consecutive hours off 
duty, also that in cases of unforeseen 
emergency a driver may remain on duty 
not in excess of twelve hours~ 
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"(b) The ten-hour period provided 
for rest in sub-section (a) shall 
be taken while off the vehicle, unless 
such vehicle is equipped with reason­
able sleeping quarters, consisting in 
part, ot some form of bed." 

The above rule, however, does not apply to motor 
vehicles used exclusively in the transportation of agri­
cultural products in intrastate traffic for the reason that 
Section 5721, n. s. 1\Io. 1939, specifically exompts same; 
said section providing in part as follows: 

"i'he pr•ovision of this article shall 
not apply to any -;:- ..;~ -J} -Jr ;to motor 
vehicles used exclusively in trans ... 
porting farm and dairy products from 
the farm or dairy to a creamory, war•e­
house, or other original storaGe or 
market, and transporting stocker and 
feeder livestock from market., to farm 
or from far.m to farm ·:f 1~ -><- -J:- ~A- -;~ -~ ·~~" 

From the fo:r•egoing we are of the opinion that 
motor vehicles used exclu~ively in the transportation of 
agricultural products in intra state traffic·are exempt from 
the Public Service Co~nission Act and therefore are not re­
quired to have.an extra driver or sleeper and otherwise comply 
with the rules established by the Public Service Com.rnissl. on 
relatine; to the working hours of drivers or operators of 
m6tor vehic.lea • 

. It is to be understood that our opinion does not 
take into consideration the operation of trucks in interstate 
traffic. Such trucks are within the jurisdiction of the 
Interstate Coraraaree Commission. We do not have available the 
rules of the Interstate Coilllnerce Cormnission and hence are un- . 
able to a6vise you with reference to same.· Such information 
relating to the rules of the Interstate Com:c11eree Gorn.rnission 
may be obtained by writing Mr. J. F. ldller, District Director 
Interstate Commerce Coirunission, Bureau of Liotor carriers, 
912 Baltimore Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri. If you dosire 
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that we write tJ.1e above part~ please COiilillUllica t;e with the 
writer and we will be glad to do so. 

APPHOV1~D: 

VANI~ 0 • . THURLO 
(Acting) Attorney-General 

UNJ:EG 

Hespectfully submitted, 

LiAX V!AS;:_mm,lAN 
Assiatant Attorne-y·-General 


