MOTéR YhHICLEs: "Push-a-Bike" is a motortricycle within. the
: meaning of the motor vehicle act. :

sJeptember 30, 1941

o

/

Captain %, J. Ramsey _ , —
Aceting supcrintendent v i L E
mlssouri Ltate lilghway Fatrol F -
Jefferson City, Missouri s <)

pear Captain Rrmsey: £

Ve are in recelpt of your letter of “eptember 22d
wherein you reguest an opinlon bssed on the following facts:

"1. Attached 1s a folder describing a
Push-a-Bike motor. A ruling is re-
quested as to whether these motors,
vhen attached to a blcycle, maks the
sald bicycle a notor vehicle, and,
thervfore, require a licenss,

"2. If this rulling makes 1t a motor
vehicle, then any person under the apge
of sixteen camnot operate 1t legally,
There ars several chlldren ranglng from
the ages of twelve to sixteen in this
district having these Push-a-Bike motors.
. They are used princlpally In goiig to
and- froa school and riding around after
school hours.

"$. Also, 1 this ruling specifies those
as motor vehicles 1t will reguire them to
have ihe necessar; head and tall lights
and to coue under the laws of the Motor
Vehicle /jict.

"4, Please give us a clear-cut definite
ruling covering ell phascs, so that, if
necessary, we can inforii local law enforce-
ment officers, Prosecuting Attorneys, Jus-
tices of the Poace, etc., regarding this
ruling,"
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from the attached folder we learn that "Push-A-
Bike 1s no toy! Push-A~Bike 1s a well englneered gasoline
sotor designed specifically to propel & blceycle over any
type roau surfece at a safe speed. It converts your bi-
eycle into a practical, econocmical, and trouble-free motor
vehicle.¥ The wmotor "rides on 1ts own punewnatic double~tube
tire," thus converting; the bilke into a motortricycle.

sectlon 8367, . 5. Mo, Lio., 1939, provides that:

"wherever 1a thls avticle, or in any
procecdling wnder this article, the
followin: words or terms are used,

they shiall be deemed anc taken to have

the meanings ascribed to them as follows:
#* % 4 'uotorcycle.' A wmotor venicle
operated on two wheels., 'Jotortricycls.!

A motor vehlcle opsrated on throe whesls,
including a motorcycls while operated with
any conveyance, temporary or otherwise,
‘requlring the use of a third wheel. t‘liotor
vehicle.! Any self-propelled vehicle not
operated exclusively upon tracks, sxcept
far: tractors, i <« #"

It is to be noted that the above section after de=~
fining "wotortricycle" as "a wmotor vehicle operating on three
wheels," goes on to provide that it includes "a motorecycle
while operated with any conveyance, temporary or otherwisse,
requiring the use of a third whael,”

The fact that "Push-a-Blke" 1s not operated with any
conveyance, would not take it out of the deflanition of a motor-
tricycle, since the word "lacluding" is nov a word of limita-
tion, rather "it is a word of enlargement, and in ordinary
si:nification iwmplles that somstihlng clse hag been given beyond
the general language wilch procedes 1t." In e Goetzts 1illl,
TO e Yo Suppe T80, 1. ce Tola

A "Push-a~plke" would also come within the meaning
of a motor vehlcle as uweing "any self~oropelled vehicle."

Section 8969Y, . S. Mo. 1935, provides that every
ownar of a wotor vehlcle wihlch shall be operated or driven upon
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the highways of this State, must reglster same with the
Comnissloner of lotor Vehicles and pay a reglstration fee
for "motortricycles . « + . o ;7.50.".

From the forssolng we are of the opinion that
when a blcycle 1s fitted with a gasoline motor, which motor
rides on 1ts own tire, that sald vehlcle when so operated
and drlven on the hlghways of this State becomes a motor-
tricycle within the meaning of Section 8369, supra, re-
quiring it to be registered together with the paynent of a

. registration fee.

Ve are further of the opinion that saild motortri-~
cycle comes within the meaning of Sectlon 8401, sub-section
"1", R. 8. Mo. 1939, making 1t an offense for any person under
the age of sixteen years to operate a motor vehicle on the
highways of this State, and 1s slso within the meaning of the
motor vehicle act requiring motor vehlelss to be equipped wilth

proper head and tall lights, Senate Bill 200, Laws of Missourl,
1941, p. 438. )

Respectfully submitted,

HAX VIASBERMAN
fssistant Attorney-General

APPROVLD:

VAT C. THURLO
(Acting) Attorney-General
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