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SCHOOLS ¢ Time for opening and closing polls in bond
: - eleetlons should be considered from the stand-
point of convenience of the voters and oppo-
cunity for all the voters to vote,

<

weptember 24, 1941
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Mr, James P, Hull
Assistent FProsecuting Attorney F l L E .
Buchanan County ;o
S8t, Joseph, Missourl : ;f

: Z<zlf{,—
Dear Sir: S,

This department is in receipt of your letter of
September 16, 1941, wherein you make the following inquiry
and deslire an opinion on the question propounded.

"Is it necessary when calling &

speclal election for the purpose of
voting bonds to bulld and repalir a school
building to specify a closing hourt? Ve
are familiar with Secce. 10418 R, S, 1939
with respect to the hour of beginning, but
the question has arisen in the mlnde of
some who think perhaps there should be a time
to close all spscial electlons, This is

a common school district wlth control
vested 1n three directors.

"And further, what is your opinion as to
the validity of any of the procesdings at
e speclal election of this kind i1f no hour
is specified when to close,"

We assume thst you propose to hold an. election for
the purpose of voting bonds under Section 10328, R. S,
Miassouri, 1939. The section requires notices of election
fifteen days before the same shall be held, but does not
specify the hours durlng whleh the voting shall take place.
In General Electldns the hours are usually from aunup to
sundown, or from 7:00 o'clock in the morning until 7:00
o'clock in the evening.



Mr, James P. Hull (2) September 24, 1941

v The annual school meeting, by Seatlon 10418, R. S.
Missouri, 1939, 1s required to commence at 2:00 o'clock

in the afternoon, it belng generally understood that the
meeting 1s to continue untll all of the questlons under
Section 10419, R. S, Mlssourl, 1939, are finally deter-
mined or voted upon. In cities, towns and consolidated
schoola, school election hours are fixed under Section 10483,
Re 8. Missourl, 1939, at 7:00 o'clock in the morning and
closins at 6360 o'clock in the evenling., However, the above
gections have been held spscifically not to apply to other
electicns which are held under a specific statute.

We think that the rule with reference to the time of
opening and closing the election should be for the board to
prescribe such reascnable time for the opening and closing
of the polls as might best sult the convenlence of the
voters of the dlstrict.

A further test as to the time should be as to whether
or not all voters of the district have an opportunity to
express thelr sentiment regarding the question of bonds
at the polla. It was held in the declslon of Akerman v.
Haeenck, 147 Ill,., 514, that the Board of Lducation might,

In its discretion, flx the time for the opening of the polls
et 1:00 I, M., and closs the same at 7:00 P, M.

We are therefore of the opinion that the board can
fix any reasonable hour for the opening and closing of the

polls whlch is best sulted for the convenlence and eppor-
tuwnity of .the voters to cast their votes,

Hespectfully submltted,

APPROVED ¢ OLLIVFR W. NOLEN
Assistant Attorney General

VANE C. THURLO
(Acting) Attorney General
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