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REVENUE: 

C9unty court may compromise de1fnquent taxes on · 
real ~state before offered for rale, and also for 
deficiency sales under the provTsions of 9953a and 
9953b, Laws of Mo. 1933, in event of redemption 
thereunder and provided, that s~ch sales were con­
sunnnated before such statutes w$re repealed. 
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Dear 

November 25, 1940 

Ill-Y) 

rles s. Greenwood 
ing Attorney 
on County 
t he, r-i s souri 

Greenwood: 

I FILED I 
~j_jJ 

desire to acknowledge your reque st toll' an opi nion 
erence to the Jones- Munger Law on Octo t er 8 , 1940, 
as follows: 

"rl would like to have your opinion on th' £ollow­
inr questi -: nz 

C~ the County Court make a comrromise stttle­
me t ot del inquent taxes upon lands wh1 c~ a 
ce t1fic ~te of purchase has been redeeme~? 

Th situation we have is thiss The ownef of 
th l and within the redemption perion. i• ac­

dance with the Jones- 14unger Law, paidtth e 
lector of revenue t h e ne cesaary sum t re­
m the lands and a redemption certific te 

issued. Now t he owner of t he land h e 
ed the County Court to compromise the jde­
quent taxes due on the lands, incl udi'g 
year for which t he land was sold and then 

eemed." 

We 
mental 

desire also to acknowledge receipt of your supple­
etter of October 12, 1940, which is at followsa 

ha v·.e your l et ter of the l Oth saying y~u woul d 
e to know whether the sale mentioned tn my 
ter to you of October 8 was f irst, sJond or 
rd s nle. I do not know the partioul year, 

I unders tand it was a first sale . H wever, I 
l d like to have t he opinion cove ring irst. 
ond and t hird sal es . As I understand 1t, of 

ae , under t he 1939 ~endment, ther e Ts no 
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Hon. ~rles s . Greenwood - 2- November ~5. 1940 

redemption f rom the sale and t he purchas er is 
en~itled to hi s deed . 

I poul d a~preciate your opinion on t hese questions . " 

A sale of land for deli nquent taxes on r ' al estate under 
the pro~isions of Section 9952c Laws of Mo. 1$33, page 431 
is made onl y when the bid is adeGuate t o p ay t he taxes, 
i nteresf and charges thereon. 

Such tract of land can be reoffered unde~ t he provisions 
of Sect~on 9533 thereof' only when t he firs t ltd is for an 
insuff icient sum to p ay t he taxes. interest and Charges 
thereont Said Section 9153 provides in part ~s fo llows: 

•rr at the first offerinr of s ale of any trect of 
la*d or let under the provisions of t r is act no 
pe~son shall bid t herefor a sum equal to the de­
li~quent taxes ther ~ on with interes t . penalty and 
costs , then the clerk of t he sale shal l note such 
fact in his record of sale and the county collector 
sh411 note a recital thereof in hi s reco~d contain• 
i~ the lis t of del inquent l ands and l ots. and 
sa d tracts of land or l ots shall be a~ai~ 
of ered for sal e . at the n'ix't'Siie oi ei nmae nt 
laM and lots as 1nthis aet provided• it" such 
~s or lots be at such time del inquant.r 

Seqtion 9953& t hereof i s as fo llows : 

"Whenever any lands have been or shall hereaf ter 
beJoffered !2£ sale for delinquent taxes , interest 
pe a lty and cos~y~e collector of t he proper 
co~ty fgr bl~ two succes sive y ears and np person 
sh~ll ha ve tnirefor a sum equal to th~ del1n­
que~t taxes t hereon, intereet , penalty and costs 
pr!tded by law, t hen such county collect~>r shall 
.!!! he .!!ill r egular !!,! ~ J2.! lands ror delinquent 
ta s. sell the 3ame to t h e h i ghest bidder, and t he 
pur baser ther eof' shal acquire thereby thf same 1n­
t er~st t her ein as i s acquired by purchasers of oth er 
lanrs at su ch delinquent tax sales." (Und.rscoring oura.) 



Hon. ~arlee S, Greenwood -:3- Novembe~ 25, 1940 

Redemption from each sale-- and resale ~r a deficiency 
in the jthird sale--may be had under t he provisions of Section 
9953b ~hereof which is as follows & 

"fech lands may be redeemed rram ~ch sale upon 
t e same terms and conditions as other 1 ds may 
b redeemed from deliqnuent t ax sales- atnprovided 
herein; but in the event of the r edemption of any 
l~d from any s¥le made under t he provi s~ons of 
t~is act. the land so redeemed shall be liabl e to' 
resa le by such county collector at the next or any 
s~bsequent tax sale of lands f or del1nqu~nt taxes 
f~ all delinquent taxes, penalty_ inter~st and 
costs not paid by such sale." 

Tbprefore the county court woul d have no rurther interest 
in the ~!rat or second sal e , with re.ference t9 compromise of 
taxes. because t he payment of all taxes- penalties, interest 
and cos j s was a prerequisite to the issuance ff a certificate 
of sale under such fir s t and second sale. 

Senate Bill Ill and Section 9953a t hereor. Laws of Mo . 
1939• pkge 850, which was in full force and effect at the 
time ofl the 1939 tax sales on real estate. repealed Section 
9953a and 9953b supra. Under t he provisions ~f sai d Section 
9953a ~ws of Uo. 1939 a sale by the collecto~ entitl ed the 
purchaser to t he delivery of a deed thereby eliminating 
redemptlon from such sal e . It turther provided t he follow­
ing con11tion as a ~rerequisite to the delive~y of ouch deed: 

"I the event the r eal purchaser at any sale 
to which t h i s section is applicable shal~ be 
th' owner of the lands or lots purchased~ or 
shall be obliga ted to p ay the taxe s for t he non­
pa~ent of' which such lands or lots were sold , 
th'n no collector's deed shall i . sue to ~uch 
putcba ser, or to anyone acting for or on ~ehalf of 
such purchaser , without payment 12 ~ collector~ 
such additional amount as will discharge in full 
~delinquent taxes, pena"iti; interest ~ COB'ts," 
~derscoring ours.) ~ 

Th~re cou l d be nQ question of compromi se 10f delinquent 
taxes on real esta t e with the owner under t hi s section 
because he is required to pay !l! the taxes before he may 
acquire h1s deed~ 



Bon. Cbfrles s. Greenwood - 4- Novemqer 25 , 1940 

This leaves the question of compromise bj the county 
court a ]pplicable to only a third sale COI1.8U.Ilr.l.8jted under t he 
provisi~ns of Section 9953a Laws of Mo. 1933 supra where 
such aale was made f or less than all t he taxes , penalt1ea-
1nteres~ and costs and t here was a redempti on t herefrom, 
and a l so t o del i nquent taxes on real estate which hns not -been of~ered for sale. · 

Seqtion 9e 50 Laws or Mo. 1933 page 427 is t he s t atute 
which · ~ves to t he count y court its authority ~o coopra.miae 
back t axes and is 1n part as follows t 

~enever it ahall appear to any count y court , 
or i f 1n such cities t he .register , ci.ty c~erk or 
other proper officer, t hat any tract of land or 
t~ lot contained 1n said ' back tax book• or 
reo~rded list of del inquent l and and l ots in t he 
collector ' s office is not worth the amount of 
t~s. interest and cost due thereon , as char ged 
1n said t baek tax book ' or recor ded list of 
del~nquent ·land and l ot s in t he collector's 
off~ce , or t hat t he same would not sell f or the 
amopnt of such taxes , interest and cost , ~t shall 
be ~awful f or t he said court , or if 1n sueh 
cit~es the r ecister , city cler k or other ~roper 
off~oer~ to compromise s aid taxes with th• owner 
of raid trac t or l~t * * * * •ft 

CONCLUSIOU 

Thetefore it is t he opinion of t h is departiment tha t 
the coun~y court may compromise bnek taxes under t he pro­
visions ~ Section 9950 supra f or whi ch the land has not 
been off red f or sa le 6 also f or defic~enc~ sa l es under 
t he prov~sions of Sections ~95~a and 9955b Lowa of Mo. 
1933 supra 1n event of redemption t herefrom andJ providing 
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Bon. Cb.Jrlea s. Greenwood - 5- November 25, 1940 

t hat such s a les were consummated before said sec t ions were 
repeal ed by said Section 9953n Laws of Mo . 1 939 supra . 

Respec tfully submitted• 

APPROV,ci;Jh 

~OVELL J. Hl', iT1 
(Acti~ ~ Att orney-General 

SVM: R.;s 
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