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ELECT f ONS: voters may write in namo of co~itteeman although · 

declarations have been filed and candidates ' names 
a ppear on ballot . 

uune 12, 1940 

l.onor~ ole J . JJ . 1i llesJ,ie 
c ountrr J l erk 
Ore ..... on Jounty 
Al ton, l i ~ souri 

1Jear f ir: 

1 'e ar(; in receipt of your r equest f'o r an opinion , 
dated June 1 0 , 1940, \1J..dcl ... is as 1 ollows: 

" I wl ll thank you ~ery L.u ~h if you 
~ill aavi se r:te on the lollouinL L.ut ­
tt-r. 

.1 I~IiiG - vlrtr -I P 
vVI J.I T'.L'EE\IO.t..l!..d . 

1 . Lu. ~:he event no one J.ilos for 
'1'owz.s1L.lp Gor.ni tteenan or v<>c:li ttee-1-
wooau, is 1 t le[:.a l for t .uo Ch&.i l'J:.lan 
01 t he ~ antral Oocmi t tee to make up 
a list to be filed with the personal 
siun&ture of t h e party to b e filed. 

2. I n case s~1eone f ileo in any 
one to~nship, and someone el ~e's 
nar.e is written on the ticket by 
the voters anu receives a &r eater 
n~ber of vote s , is the party ' s 
n8T.le tilat was written n anu re­
c e i vea ~ ~reater n~ber of vo tes 
allo"sed to quali fy and decl ut>ed 
elected as a Caccitte an o r ~oo­
mi t t eewoman ?" 

[n answer to yow::- first Y.Uostion, -c.ucr o ..i.s only 
one pro~edure pre~cribed by our sta tutes for t ·iling 
as a candidate for townsh.lp c or..mi tteer~an. '.lho last 
sent~nce o1' :5ection 1027u, l\ . ~ . I.o . 1929, ~s a s 
!ollo"tfs : 



/ 
horh J . . • ·l l l espie - 2 - June L~, 1940 

" ··• ~· · .. · Provlueu, ,;hut any quali -
lied elector """n L..ny t.ucil ·v o t1Ilf, 
p.t•ecinct or district may .u.u·v e his 
or her uu .. e prl n .... ed on tho j)ri!:lary 
ballot, or pbrty ticket on ~luch he 
or bhe u ay uesire to b~come a can­
di date 1"o1• cOOI:li tteer:;.an or connal ttee­
w~un uy compl yinu with the provisions 
of bec tion 10257 . " 

~ection 1 0257 , ~~ . s. Lo . 1 929 , 1..0 wJ:.d cl). we are 
referr ed by the fo1·e~Oiil[, section, is as 1'ol l o\7s : 

"The ne.r::e of no c andidate shal l be 
oJrinteu u .. Jon any of ficial oJo.llot at 
any primary electi on, unl ess a t 
le~st s~xty u ays vrior to such pri ~ 
1:1ary a wri ttcn declo.ration shall _..ave 
beeu :t'iled by the candidate , as pro!.. 
viued i n thi s art icl e , stutinu hi s 
ful l nwae , residence, office for 
\'lhioh he proposea ar. a cantiidate , tlhe 
par ty upon wnose ticket ho is to be a 
CfLJ.<lidate, th:...t if nOL. .... nat.ed at:.<l el~ct­
ea to s ucL o! 1·1ce h e ulll qua.lil y , &....d 
such aeclarat ..... on shall ue in suostap­
tial l y tL<.:.. iollowlnu form. s 

I , the W1ue r sibQea , a ~ealdent and 
qualified elector of the ( ______ __ 
procinct ol t h e t own of ) _. 
or (the precinct of the 
--------------- wara of t he ci ty of 

) , county of 
-an--a~S~t~a-t~e--o~f--. i ~souri , do ~-m--o_u_n_c_e __ 
myself a candidate for t he office ot 

on the 
t i cket, to oe voted l or at~t~h-e--~-· r-~~. -u~ry 
election to uc .tleld on the first ... 'uas-
a.ay ln AUbust, , e.nd 
I f urther d ec l are th t if nominated 
fllld elected to suci1 office I will 
~ualify. 

{Si gned) " 
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hon. J . D. l llespie - 3 - June 12, 1940 

Any utte._pted f 'ilinu o1' t he declaration o f 
a candidat e ls ..~..nvalia t • .nl es::! in the 1 o ... "m t.l!>ove 
~rEJ scrloed oy st&. tute, or u..1l ess it contain~ all t he 
eler. .e~J. ts of' tlll.. t f orm, so t.ti&. t a mere list, as 
SUoGC~ted in your 1ir st Y.UeSt..LOn, .{iled by r our 
count ch.aiman, ,-n.dch U.oes not s.J.o s t ru. tial y COC.t)l y 
with e c tion 1 0257, 18 not a proper 1'11-1\..,, und .. mch 
ca....d.id.ate is .LlOt en ti tleci t o have 2:..:1 8 11& .16 pr~nted 
on the ballot. 

It is our conclusion, t *_erefore, t fut t to be 
er. ti tied to hv.ve n i a r.ar:~e print ed on the official ballot 
in the AUuus t prin ary, a canaidate for cOJm':li ttcer.1an 
r:1ust have s ubstanc;ially cor.1_.~lied witL t lle r~4,uirer-.en~.~s 
of Section 10257 , .1. • ..: . Lo . 1929 , as to the f orm of his 
declaration. 

As to Jour second question in rvward to the 
election of one recei vin a ·r~a t er nur..ber of ballots 
i::Jy th~ "wri t e - i n" met hod, althouL,h another qandidat e 
had duly fi led n i s declar a t ion an~ oeen lisued on the 
ballot , we r el'er you to ... action 1 0278 , h . s . t.o . 1 92 :.- , 
which is as l ollows: 

"At t he A~ust ,.:.~rinary each voter 
!:laY \H'i t e i n t Le :;.i'a c e left on t he 
ballot lor that ~ur~ose t he naLes 
of a man and a wo1:1an, qualified 
electors o f the precinct, or vot­
i iJ.C di~trict ns the. case may oe, 
for co~ttee~en for such t ovmship , 
or votinb dlstr -lct, and ·che t .... an and 
t .ue \oman recei vin.., t he hivhcst nUl!l­
IJeJ.' of vot es ln such t o\'mshi p , QI' 
election distric t , s bAll be the 
1. et...bers 01 t he party co~i ttee ot 
t~e county, or in the case of a 
city not ~ith:n tho county , of the 
city of which such voting precinct, 
or dis trlc t is a part z * ~ * " 

Pla~nly, the wan anu wonan rece1vlnL the 
hlche~t nUI:lber of vo tes i h any t ownshi p a re t o oe 

. . 
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llon . • .0 . Gillespie - 4 - June 1 , 1940 

a.eclared el·ected as COI:l!!:li tteeman and col'r!I:li t teewooan , 
res pettively, reba~dless of whether his or ~er naoe 
io 1Jl' n ted on the ballot, an<i regardle~s of the fact 
t hat he Il8.l:le of some other candidate may a ppear on 
the oflicial ballot. 

~ t is tho ~onclusion of this office t~t the 
persop receivinb the Lreater nucber of vote~ f or 
co~itteenar .. or come! tteewoman in s.:uy tot,nship is to 
be el~cted without re5ard tc the narte or nan es appearing 
on th~ ballot in its printed form. 

COVE 
(Acti 

... LE : \tO 

rt • .rilifH 1'l' 
) Attorney General 

rtO.o.L.KT L. .~..YDB.t~ 
As slst ant Attor ney General 


