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MU1~ICIPALITIES : .Motor 
Cit y , 

Vehic le Fuel 'l 1ax Heports of Kansas 
Mi ssouri , may be inspected, wt en . 

Jul y 5 , 1940 

lfr •. H. M. Bergin 
1ud1tor 

F l L E 0 
Kotor Puel License ~ 
City Hall 
Kanau O~ty, Miaaouri 

Dear Sirs 

Thia will aclmowledge receipt or your letter 
ot June 7, 1940 , aak lng our opinion on the toll owing 
questionz Are the recorda ot t he L1cenae Collector 
ot Kana a• City, f1asouri, concerning t he tlotor Fuel 
Tax report• open to public inspection? 

Section 7582 R. s. Mo. 1929, providea aa 
followa: 

a~ lieenae collector ahall keep 
a • eparat• record or book tor each . 
kind of licenae or tax receipt which 
he ia authori zed to iaaue, 1n each 
of which ahall be recorded the name-a 
or all applicant• far suCh licenaea, 
the place at which the applicant 1a 
permitted to conduct the butl1neaa 
authorised, 1f t he licenae ia tor 
auch purpoae, otherwiae tbe place of 
buaineaa or rea1dence of the appli­
cant, and the date ot 1aauance of the 
li.cenae, all or which ahall be public 
and open to t he 1napect1on ot &07 
citizenJ he ahall alao keep all atate­
menta and attida~1ta turn.iahed ~ 1n 
hla oft1ce tor public reference and 
the oon~enience ot t he ott1cera ot 
auch city." 

It will be noted t hat t h ia aect1on require• a 
record to be kept ot each licenae ar tas receipt Wht ch 
t he licenae coll-ector iaauea, and atatea t he intormat~on 
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concerning said license required to be kept by the 
lioenae collector. The said section prcwideaa •a11 
ot Which ahall be public and open to the in-.pection 
ot aD'1 citizen" . It is clear that thia section doea 
not authorize the public to inspect the Motor Vehicl' 
Puel TU .reporta made by licenaee to Kansaa City, 
tfiaaouri, aince the tax report ia not a license or ti 
receipt. HoweTer, we teel that aaid recordil are pub ic 
recorda which are aubject to inapeetion 1n aome inet cea 
without a at•tutor;y grant of authorit7 to make that n­
apection. 

In 2~ Jt . c.L., page 155, it ia aaid: 

"A public record ia one required b7 
law to be kept, or necesaary to be 
kept, 1n t he diacharge ot a dut7 
imposed b7 law, * * *·" 

We uaume that the Motor Vehic1e Ftlel Tax report• conperned 
are public recorda within this d.t"1n1tion. 

In 2~ R.C.L., page 160, it ia Kid: 

• r t ia quite generally conceded that 
there ia no c ommon law right 1n all 
peraona to tnapect public document• 
or reeordaJ and that right, it it 
exiata, dependa entirely on t he atatu­
toey grant .• · But at common law, nery 
peraon ia entitl ed to t h e inapection, 
either peraonally or by his agent , ot 
public recorda, including legialatiTe, 
exeout i v-e, and judi e ial recorda, pro­
vided he baa an interest therein which 
1• auch aa would enable him to maintain 
or detend an action for which the docu­
ment or record sought can turniah eTi­
dence or neceaaary 1ntormation. " 

Therefore, it ia our opinion that t he Motor Ve~iele 
Puel Tax report• made to the Llcanae Collector o~ ~·· 
City, Miaaouri, it public recorda, are .ubject to 1na=tction 
by &zl70ne who baa an interest therein which ia auch 
would enable him to ua1nta1n or defend an action tor hich 
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t he doc~ent or record sought can farniah evidence 
or neceaaar7 1ntormat1on. 

Reapeottully .ubmitted, 

APPROVED: 

coVEtL R. tmif'l'T 

LAWRBNCB L. BRADLEY 
A.a1atant Attorney-General 

(Acting) Attorney-General 
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