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Pe~aon remaking beddi ng oonsiat inj of .. sterilized.~- ·-. 
feathers not required to obtain a permit or pay 
ree. 

December 21, 1939 

Honorabii Earl H. ShaCkelford 
C~as~oner of Labor 
Labor ~ Industrial Inspection Dept. 
Jeffera~n Cit y, Mi s souri 

Dear Si~s 

~his depar tment is in r e ceipt of your request 
tor an offici al opinion whi ch r oads as followas 

"A queation has arisen with r efer­
ence to the authority of t h is depart­
ment in t he i ssuance of bedding pe~ 
mita as required under section 1330? 
of the Revised St atutes of Uis sour1, 
1929. Section 13300 rleviaed Statutes 
of Missouri, 1929 defining 'mattresses• 
excepts bedding 1where the fil ling 
consists exclusively of sterilised 
feather s . ' The questi ons Is an 
ind.i'fidual f i rm or corporation 
accepting feather bedding, pillows• 
etc • • t'rom the owner tor t h e pur -
pose of renovating, remaking and 
sterilising r equir ed to pay a tee 
and secure a permit under the pro­
visi ons of t he bedding a ct of Mia• 
aouri T" 

Chapter 956 R. s . Miasouri 1929, deals with the 
Department of Labor and Industrial Inspection .nd Article 
12 of such chapter relates to the jurisdiction and the 
duties of suCh department 1n regard to the manufacturi ng 
or renoTating of mattresses . Section 133001 n. S. Mis­
souri 19291 which is a part of Arti cle 12, provides 1n 
part aa tol.lowas 
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ft(l) The ter.m, 'bedding,' as used 
in thi s article shall be construed 
to mean any mattress, upholstered 
spring, comforter, pad. cuahion or 
pillow designed and made tor use 
1n sleeping or reclining purposes, 
except where the £illing consiata 
excl~aively of sterilized feathers . " 

Secti on 1330'7, R. s. Missouri 1929, prcwidea aa 
follOWS I 

-when the s t ate oomm1aa1oner or 
labor and 1.nduatrial. inspection 
has inspected anJ factory in the · 
state of M1saour1 where bedding 
ia being made or ia to be made, 
remade or renovated, and baa 
found that the facto~ contorma 
to t h e san1 tary condi tiona pre­
scribed by the ata ~e commisaion-
er of labor and industrial in• 
apection, then it shall be the 
duty ot said co~ss1oner to 
issue to the person operating 
auoh factory a permit showing 
that it haa been inspected and 
declared a proper p~ace in wh1oh 
to make, remake or renovat e ~­
~J and ass ign it a regia try 
ii\iiiDer by which said factory sball 
thereafter be known and designated 
in applJing and enf'orcing the label­
ing and inspection provisions of' 
t h1a article . Said permit shall be 
post ed by the peraon to whom lt is 
so issued 1n a conspicuous pla oe 
in said taotory or offi ce t l ereot . • 

Section 1~08. R. s . Niaso ri 1929, provides: 

"No person shall make , remake or 
renovate bedding, except a peraon 
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making, remaldng or r enovating bed­
d ing for his own use# unt il he 1ii"i 
aeoured a permit from t he ata~e co~ 
missioner of labor and industri al 
inspection and has paid to the atate 
commi ssioner or labor and industrial 
inspection an inspection and permit 
fee of twenty dollar s, whi ch auoh 
payment or Charge ahall constitut e 
a factory inspection char ge f or the 
purpose of enforcing thi s arti cle. 
The permit so iasued by the atate 
oo!IIDissioner of labor and induatrial 
inapection shall remain 1n toroe and 
effect until the end of t he calendar 
year 1n WhiCh it . was issued or until 
voi ded by the state commissioner of 
labor and industri al i nspection tor 
failure to mai ntain the required 
sanitary conditions in and around 
a factory 1n wb1ch beddi ng is made, 
remad• or renovated or tor fai lur e 
t o sterilize and d i sinrect properly 
all preY!oualy used materials used 
i n making, remaking or renovating 
bedding. • 

mrom a reading ot t he above sta tutes , i t will be 
a een tna t only a person who makes, remakes or renovatea 
8 bedding" is required to obt a in a permit and ~y an 
inspection r .e. 

Sect ion 13300, supr a , explicitly excepts from the 
term, "bedding," a f illing oonaiati ng exolusivel7 of 
sterilised feather a. 

l t is a rule of s t atutory construct i on that where 
the lansuage of a statute is plain and admits of bu t 
one meauing, there i a no room tor construction .. CWDmins 
v. Kansa s City Publi c Servi ce Co., 66 S. W. ( 2d) 920, 324 
Ko. 6?2. As waa said 1n St ate v . Shain, 106 s . • (2d) 
898, 341 Jlo. 19t 

"* * * * it the intention is clearly 

-· -
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expressed, and t he l anguage used 
is without ambiguity, all tech­
nical rules of intereret Htion 
shoul d be rejected.' 

~bile we are unabl e to see the reason ror except­
ing -a filling consisting of sterilised feathe~. from 
the purview of the atatute• still t he L.eg1ala~re in 
ita wisdom haa seen fi t to do so, and to quote the words 
of Shakeapeare--"It is f' Ot fit to ask t he r enaon wh y . " 

CONCLUSI ON . 

It ia. therefore ., the opinion of t hi s department 
t hat an individual, firm or corporation accept )1ng bedding 
whoae fil l ling eonsiata exclusively of ater111z~ feather-a 
for the purpose of r emaking or renovPting the aamo are 
not r quired to obtain t he permit nor to pay the fee 
mentioned in Sections 13307 and 13308• R. s. Uiasouri 
1929. 

RespectfUlly au~tted, 

ARTHUR 0 ' KEEFE 
Aasiatant At t orney General 

APPROVED t 

W. J. PtlMim 
(Acting ) Att orney General 

AO ' Kt DA 


