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STA7UTE~· : 
RJ<~PEAL OF STA'l'Ur' .t<.;S : 

The effect of t he r epeal of a 
s t atute is to revoke or re call 
t he provi s i ons of s ame . EF~ECT CF R~PEAL : 

Deeember s. 19S9 

Mr. J obP P. Sherrod 
Reoorde~ ot Deeda 
Jackson Oount7 
Iansas City. Missouri 

Dear Slra 

Thia ia in repl7 to your requeat tor an off icial 
opinion trom tbla d•partment baaed on the followi ng atate­
menta 

fton page 840 Revised Statutes of 
Miaaouri• under subject •Taxation 
and ReYenue', will you ldndl.y reter 
to the act repealing aeott.on 9"?84• -.nd 
advise me whether my interpretation 
is correct. namely• tbat this Recor4-
er • a Off'i oe cease the use ot the LaJild 
Liata• 

The section of the statute to whi~ you refer 
as be1~ r epealed is 9784, R. s . llissouri 1929. whi ch 
provides aa followsa 

•on or before the fi r st day ot June, 
1883• the county court or each 
county in the ata t e, except in the 
city of st. Louta. shall .furniah 
the county recorders ot the respective 
counties ~1th a book, to be known aa 
and denominated the 'land list,• 
which shall contain all lands in 
the county. arr anged as nearly as 
may be in ~rical order or range, 
townahi p, aeotiona and parts of 
sections. by the least legal sub­
divisions, lots or parcel•• when 
aeetions or subdivisions ther eof 
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are aubdi vided into lots or par ­
oelaJ and all lots or parcels o~ 
~and in cities, towna or Tl~lagea. 
according to the number or block, 
lot or parcel, and all landa 
designated bJ aumbered aurveya 
or parts ot aurveya, and all landa 
that can be d•acr1bed 1n numerical 
or<lert. shall be placed in the 'land 
liat. with the ownerta name, it 
known, and 11" not known., then the 
name or the ~riginal patent••• 
gantee or purabaser f'rom the 
f'ederal go•ernment, atate or county., 
aa the oaae may be, Dppoaite t hereto-­
the loweat numbered. range. townahipt 
section. block or aurW-.y alwa7a to 
be placed t1rat ln the liat in ale• 
ing up the book. In making up thia 
book, it there be an7 land ln any 
aeetion or block that cannot be 
du.ari bed aa aet forth above • 1 t 
shall be otherwise brie!'ly describe•• 
1n41cating the -quantity and location 
1;here-ot • with the owner' li name, i:t 
known. alpbabetic~ly arranged 
opposite thereto. and be placed at 
the toot ot the 4eacr1ptiona or the 
lrunda 1n the section or block or 
whi cb it forma • part.. The book 
shall be arranged in tabular torm 
with su1 table oapt1ona. It abal.l 
contain twel•• ruled columna, ten 
ot wh ich shall be lett blank; the 
tirat .column shall contai.n the name 
ot the ownerJ the aeoond column 
shall contain an accurate 4eaor1p~1¢n 
ot the l and. The reoorder ahall , 
whene•er any deed oonve71ng the t1 tle 
to real • ·•tate in the county ia let• 
with him tor recorcl. be.rore reoor4-
1ng the same,. enter in the blank 
apace 1n the ' l and 11et., ' oppoai te 
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an4 nezt to the deaoript1an ot the 
land ao oon ve7-ed• the name ot the 
purchaa'er and date ot purohaae* and 
it there be any Gbange 1a the 
deacr1pt1on o~ the land .from that 
a1r"Sa47 ent·ered in the 'land ltat' • 
he ahall also note that Yariance 
b7 .atatJ.ns 1fhat part or paroel of 
the original haa been •o oonve,-CMi. 
Aa ~naat1on tor the ea.pl1anoe 
with the requ!:rement• or this Hot!~ 
the reoorcler ahall recet ve the 8Ulll 
of ten oent.a t0:r eaoh peioe ao trane­
terrect, to be paid b7 the part,- pre.!. 
aenting the deed for reoord.. Upon 
failure to coapl7 with the require• 
mente ot this a•ction. the reo-order ' 
so· negleot1ng ahall be liable on 
his bond ln ar17 aua not le•a than 
t went;y-t1Te dollars or more than 
one hundred. dollar-a tor each negleot 
t o enter said trana£ers. It• in 
making u-p th-e •real estate book,.' 
the aaseseot" :finda that the recorder 
has tailed,. aa above atated, he ehall 
at once aotU7 the county attorney. 
who ahall torthw1 th CKa~De~roe au1 t 
against the recorder and hia bo~ 
1n the name ot the atate of IU.saouri. 
•nd for the uae and benefit ot t he 
a Ohool !"und. • 

By Senate B1l.l aumber 134• Lawa or JQ. • .aour!.,,. 
1939,. p~ge 840* an .aot w•• passed b7 the Genetal Aaaembly 
to ref:bl said Section 9?84. Th1a act waa approYed on 
May 22. 1939• and 7our queation la •• to wbet~er or not 
thia re aaling act re·lievea 7ou from per:torm1Ag the 
dutlea lnpoaed on 70UP office by Ylrtue at t h• prov1a1ona 
of aa1d Sect1ou 97S.. 

In Vo-lume 59 Oorpua Juri•• page 899• ~aragraph 
498. t~ urm •repeal" •• it appliea to natu~··· 1a 
defined a.aa 

"'lhe prims.ry meaning e>f the word 
•repeal..' aa uaed 1:n apeaking o~ 
the repea1 o~ a •tatute. 1•• aa 
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its etymolo y imports, the recall ing 
Jr revoki n : o f the statute." 

This te~~ is pl a i n and does not need any f urtmer defi­
nition . 

It appears from your r e uest th a t you are i n doubt 
of whether or not I ou conti nue to make up a record known 
as t he "land l~st . You will note t hat Section 9787 , R. 
s. Uissouri 1929, provides as fol l owsz 

" Nothing in the precedin f i ve sec­
tiona s hall be cons trued to apply 
to counties which have a l r eady 
adGpted a method of plats and ab­
stracts to f acilitat e the assess­
ment and collection or t he revenueJ 
nor s hall the provisions of t he 
preceding f ive aectiona apply to 
c ounties having a leas population 
than forty t housand, unleaa a 
ma jority of t he voters in any s uch 
county shal l elect to adopt i t a pro­
visions at a t enoral e lection , upon 
t he question being order ed t o be sub~ 
mit t ed by the c ounty court: Provided, 
t hat 1n counties having a population 
of over f orty t housand t he c ounty 
court may, i n add ition to t h.e fore­
going provisions tor securing a full 
and accura te as sessment of all prop­
erty t herein l i a ble to taxation, or 
1n lieu t~ereof, by order enter ed of 
record, adopt f or t l:e whole or any 
designated part of s uch county any 
ot her s uitable and ef ficient c eana 
or met hod to t he same end, whether 
by procur1nr · mapa, pla ts or abstract• 
of titles of tl:e l ands 1n aucb countr 
or des1enuted par t t hereof or other ­
wise, and may r equire t he assessor, 
or any other officer, agent or employe 
of the county to carry out t he aamei 
and may provide the means for paying 
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• 

t~erefor out of t he eounty treasurt•" 

And, of co\L ae, 1f t h e county court of your county 
ba s adopted a method of pl ats and abstracts to facili tate 
aasessoents and collection of revenue, t hen the repealing 
of Sec~ion 9784 would not a ffect you and you woul d still 
have tq c ontinue t he plan adopted by your county . How­
ever, t f you are atf ect d by trA repe a l of said Secti on 
9784, \'Je t h ink that you are still r t qui r ed, uhder Section 
11546, to make and keep a rec ord which is ver .. similar 
as req_u1red i n t l:e repealed Section 9784 . Said ~ection 
11546, provides as follows& 

HThe recorder of e Lch count y in th1~ 
stute s hall keep in his ol'fice a wen.l­
bound bo ·k or books, to t e known as 
the ' abstract and i ndex of deeda,• 
which s hall have ~propriat e columna 
properly ruled and headed f or each 
of t he f ollowing items , namely: Namea 
of grantors and grantees, date of 
i nstrument, date of f iling instrument 
for record, nuture of instrument, book 
and page where r e corded, description 
of l and co~veyed or a ffectedJ said 
boJka shall be divided into two equal 
parts, t he front part to be alphabetically 
arranged for t he names of grantors, and 
the back part 19 be alphabeti call y $rranged 
f or t he names of granteea." 

By comparing Sections 9784 and 11546, it a eems 
t hat almost t he same i nformat ion is r equired t o be kept 
by t he recorder. Since Section 11546 is not ~apealed, 
t r en, of c ours e , you would have t o continue your duti es 
as prescribed by t hat s ect ion. 

CONCLUSION. 

lt is• t herefore . t he opinion of t his qepartment 
i f your county has not already adopted a meth od of pl ats 
and abstr acts to facili t a t e a ssessments and colle ct ion of· 
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revenu~ other t han that which was provided under Sec­
tions ~782 to 9788. inclusive~ then sinoe said Section 
9784 i s repealed~ of course. you would not be required 
to perform t he duti es imposed b~ that section wh ich 
included t he making and keeping of t he •land list . • 

We are further of the opinion, ho~ever, t hat under 
said Section 11546, you are r equi - ad to make and keep a 
record indexed directly (llld indirectly, t he grantor s and 
grantees. s howin[ practically t he same i nformation which 
is r equi r ed to be shown in the~Jnd list book.• 

Reapectf•;lly aubmi tted, 

TY1\ E i'1 . URTOl: 
Assis tant Attorney General 

APPROVED& 

Yl. J. BURKE 
(Acting~ Attorney General 

T\E : DA 


