
. . 

COUNTY CONTRACTS: · Officers cannot be interested -in col tracts 
of the county. f 

) } 

/ ,\ 

v 
August 2 , liSt 

Mr. G. w. Rogers 
Prosecu11ng Attorner 
Ozark County 
Gainean(lle, Missouri 

Dear Si~: 

We have 7our request ot recant date tor an 
opinion as to the construction o~ Section 208i , R. s. 
Mo. 192.. The questions raia~d b7 TOU are as tollowe; 

"1. The Count7 Court in session 
aakea an order directing the publishing 
ot certain notices , designating that 
they be published in the Ozark CountJ 
Times . Another paper ie published at 
Bakerat1eld. 141saoUJ'i, in tMs countJ'. 
It the Presiding Judge, as Editor, pub­
lishes these notices, is it a violation 
ot the statute? 

"2. The Ozark County Times prints 
t he enTelopea, stationery, and other. sup­
plies tor the Couaty ott1eea. -the billa 
are made out to the CoUD.ty ottlcera. The 
County Court iaauee a warrant to the 
County ott1oers and then require t he coun~y 
ottlcers to endorse the warrants and turn 
them oyer to tbe Presiding Judge in pay­
ment tor· the printing and other suppliea. 
Is this a violation ot the statute? 

"3. The law requires publication ot 
notices by the collector in selling land 
t or delinquent taxes. Is this a violatio• 
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or the law it t he notices are published 
in the paper belonging to the Presiding 
Judge when there is another newapaper in 
the Count7? 

"•· The law · requir~e certain p•bli­
cations in regard to holding election.. 
and requires that t hese notices be pub­
liahed in ~wo paper• in the countJ. Woul~ 
the publication or this matter in the 
paper belonging to the Presiding Judge be 
a Tiolation or the statu~e?" 

Since Section 208t prohibits oouat7 Judges tra. be­
coming a part7 to 4Dy contract in which the OOUDtJ 18 
directly or ind1reotl7 interested. it would appear th~ a 
reaaou.able oonstractioll ot thia statute makea all ot tbe 
abOTe acts set out in the tour paragraplla illegal. 'fu 
simple matter ot a contract merely calla tor an agre...nt 
between the county Judge• on one side and s011e person on 
the other, wherein certain services are to be performed 
tor the benefi t ot the county. or supplies turDiahed to 
t he count7, in return tor the consideration or the co~t7 
court transferring portions or the county reTenue UD4e~ 
such contract to the peraoas performing the service or 
aelling the supplies t o the oouatr. 

There appear to be no caaea interpreting thls ••ction 
in this state, but under the general law or contracts, thia 
ottice is or the optaion t a t a county Judge cannot be a 
partJ t o any contract which inTolves the transfer ot oountJ 
tunda directly or in41rectl7 to h1m personally. 

APPROVRD: 

1. E. Tln:oR 
(Acting ) Attorney General 
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Respectf ully submitted 

:rRANKLIN E. REAGAN 
Aaaiatant ·Attarner General 


