
S'l1A'l'E BOARD OF HEAVl'H: ~o t required to r egister ~ir ths 
of ch i l dren adopted in thi s state, 
when not born in Mi s souri. 

/ 

Honorable Harry P. Parker, u. D. 
stat e Health Oomni ssioner 
Jeff erson City. Mi s souri 

Dear .31rl 

We are in receipt of your letter of July 17, 1939, 
1n which you a sk t hat we suggest a means whereby your de­
partment ot Vital dt atist ics can furnish a birth certit1• 
cate to a Child born in the state of Illinois , and s~bae­
quently adopted in K1ssour1. 

section 9051 R. s. Mo. 1929 pr ovides l 

"All births that occur iD the s t a te 
shall be immedi a tely regi stered 1n 
t he distr ict s i n whiCh they occur, 
a $ her einafter provided. " 

~~e only provision f ound 1n our ~tatute s f or regi­
s t er ing birt hs oocuring out si de ot Mi ssouri, i s tbat in 
Laws of 1931 at page 230, which is section 9054a. This 
aection makes provision for the r egi s tration of r esidents 
of Mi ssouri, who were born outsi de of this st~te prior to 
the taking effect of Article 2,. Chapter 52 R. s. Mo. 1929 J 
in other words, prior to the ~nactmen~ of our law requir-
1Dg registration of births. This section was enacted e•1-
dently to take care or thoae cases 1n which there had been 
no registration in any o ther state. 

An examinati on of the laws of Illinoi s disclo~s a 
law requiring the r eg i s tration of births submJ.tted ailnilar 
to our law a, w1 t h a special law r e l a t ing to the amendment 
of the original r ecord on the a doption of the ~Ud. Chap­
ter ~lli, Section 48~ R • . s . of Illinois provi de s a s tpllowst 

"Whenever a decr ee of a dopt ion has 
been en t ered de claring a child adopted 
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1n any cour t of competent jl:u-1.­
diction 1n the State of Ill1noia, 
a certificate of the decree may be 
r ecorded w1 th t he proper depart­
ment of regi stration ot births and 
a certif icat e of birth Shall issue 
upon reque s t, bearing the new name 
of the chlld a s shown in the decree 
of adoptioa, the names of the foster 
parents, tne sex, age and date of 
birth, but without reference t o the 
adoption of said Ch114." 

This wa s a dopted i n July 1931. 

I 

In 1937 at page 1006 of t he Sess ion Laws of t hat year, 
an exact f orm t o be u sed 1n such an 1n stance w~s adopted by 
t he legi slature . 

Section 1, Article 4 o f the Constitution of the United 
States i s a s - follows& 

"Full fa1 t h and credit shall be g1 ven 
1n e ach s tate to the public acta. recorda 
and judicial proceedings of every other 
State. And the Congreaa may by general 
laws prescribe the manner 1n which such 
act s . records and proceedings Shall be 
proved, and the effect thereof." ,. 

In~ pr ance of this provisi on of the Constitution, 
Congre ss has nacted sections 68'1 and 688, Title 28 o£ the 
United Stat s Code of Laws. 'l'heae set out the nanner in 
Whiob reeor s shall be proved and admitted by the cou'rta and 
off icers o ~ther states. 

ln the case ot Lucas v s . Vulcon Iron Works, ~ Federal 
823 and in the case ot wfuitle y vs. Spokane Railway Coll!pany, 237 
United States 48'1, a ~ well a~ 1n a great number of other eases 
to the same ef fe-ct, the court., have uniformly held t bat ever7 
s t ate court must give such cr edit to the judgment s of other 
states a e is ;ive.n 1n its own courts. 

From t hi a, i t i s apparent that the proper remedy 1n 
t he ease outlined by y ou i s to compel the s tate Board ot Health 
of Il~1no1s to accept the decree of adoption rendered 1n th1a 
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state and to amend its records accordingly. 

In the event that your department de sires to ~egister 
this Illinois birt h or any other birth 1n another state_ th• 
original cer tif icate fi lad in the · state of birth will be the 
best evidence 1n any proceed1ngJ s1nce tne cert1f1oa~e 1D 
your departme-nt would show On its face tba t the b1rtli oocurecl 
without the state. 

In the event t)l.at the party whom you have 1n m1D4 1a 
uawilling to . go to t he expenae o f a proceeding 1n Ill;lnoia• 
1t i s our ~estion tbat the Illinois Birth 9•rt1tioate, to­
gether w1 th a certified copy of a decree of adoption 1n th1a 
state, woul d constitute ac ceptab l e evidence of the child'• 
parentage under any circumstance a that might arise. · 

Bespectflully .sutmitted, 

ROBBirl' L. HYDBR . 
Asalstant Attorlley•Oen•·ral. 

APP ROVED a 

COVELL R. REWlif'l' 4 
I 

( Acting ) Attorney.;,(Jeneral 
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