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STA':I'E BOAl<D OF 11 'ALTH : Definition of 'b otel - certain h ot e ls 
r equir ed to h ave f ire esapes . 

July 5 , 1939 

F1 LED l 
Honorable Harry F. Parker 
State Health Ca.miasioner 
3efferaon City, Miaaour1 0 
Dear Sira 

We are in receipt o~ your lett er ot 3une 27, 1939, 
in which you ·request our opinion u to the proper inter­
pretation o~ Sectiona 13091, 130g6, 13097 and 13099 o~ 
the Missouri hotel inspection lawa. 

Section 13091, R. s . Miasour1, 1929, ia aa followal 

"That every building or other struc­
ture, kept , uaed, maintained , adver­
tised or held out to the public to 
be a place where sleeping acc omoda­
tiona are furnished f or pay to transient 
or permanent guests, i n wh~ ch ten or 
more rooms a r e furni shed for the acco­
modation of such guests, whether with 
or without meals , shall for the purpose 
of t h is article be deemed a hotel* and 
upon proper application the rood and 
drug co.n1ss1oner shall issue to auch 
above described buaineaa a 11cenae to 
conduct a hotela Provided, that it 
ah.a1l be unlawful for the owner of any 
such ~lding or other structure t o 
leue or let the s ame to be uaed u 
a hotel until the aame baa been irulpected 
and approved by the food and drug com­
missioner. " 

Under thia section. it ia our opinion that ever, buil d-
ing or othe r s t ructure , and we believe that tba word "structure" 
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s h ould include tourist camps or c abins, where at lea•t 
ten rooms are furniahed for the sleeping accomodatioD of 
transient or permanent gueeta, whether with or without 
meala, shall be consider e d a hotel . We b e lieve. a l ao. 
that rooming houaes 1n college tOIRUJ , referred to in 
your letter, come within this law regtM].eaa of the city 
ordinances i n the vari ous municipalities . 

You will note t hat Section ·13094 states that the­
parlor, dining r oom, kitchen and office shall be co~trued 
to mean " gue st rootm~", but we believe that thia aecta.on 
was meant to modify Section l.S093 in regard to license 
:f'eea of hotels, and that these rooms shall not be included 
in computing the original "ten roams"~ 

Section 13096 provides that h ote l s ha ving more than 
three stories shall be provided with fire escapes . 

Sect i on 13097 provides that liotels having three storie a,. 
or leas, must ha ve a rope ladder in each room. In this 
connection, we wish t o refer you to Section 13757, whieh 
provides that t he owner , proprietor , lessee or keepe, of 
every hotel which h a s a he i ght of th~ee or more stories 
must pr ovtde iron or steel fire escapes . There.for e , your 
inspectors s hould s ee that every hotel having over two 
s tories is p r .ov ided wit h the f ire eac.ape-a described !tn 
that section• Thia last section has b&en upheld in the caae 
o£ Yawl.l vs . Gillham 187 Mo . 393. 

In regard to Section l309g , we believe that you have 
reached a proper c oncluaion. That i s , that every h otel. u 
defined in the hotel i nspection act, mus t be equipped with 
t1.re extinguishera , the number to be d etermined aa provided 
1n said section . 

APPROVED1 

J. t . •JIXYLOR 
( Acting ) At t orney Gene1·al. 
Rili : RT 

ltespectfully submi tted• 

now..:nT L. HYuER 
As ~ istant Attorney Gener a l 


