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DEAD BODIES: 

·- . . ' 

If any person shall die w1 thout means.· of burial ·~- · :~: '";:: 
penses, the person or persons having the body of auoh 
person in their custody are required to notify the 
Secretary 9f the Anatomical Board. 

Dr. M.D.. OVerhol.ee:. SecretU'7 
M1aaour1 State Anatcaieal Eoaril 
Columbia- M1uour1 

Dear Sira 

Tb..t• will acknow~ r~\ :.t ,-our· ..._, 
request for an op1n.ton with r•:i•o• ·:to· .._ctCIIId..t . · · 
material, &nd ln .. Which Hq:~~ • . TOU .'~~te a · ~ttW JOU 
r eceived .from . the Praa14ent or. tM, .-..~oal, .~ . 

- which reads aa. :tollowa 1 · · 

"Dr .. Lc:>Dr · Juat ·.oa11til to .~.u . .. 
that tb.• • co;: . oow''•·· 1~ ad;,..· 
vlaor hal a. .. ·· t.ted. .~~ ~ the·· 
f'()ll~ ·AJ-t~~· o;t t~Mt ~:-.v1ri4 
s,tatut•• ·or 1929~ hot. ·· -56 • . 
Parag~ 6"'. %.'e~t_. to · l'blt :•~ . . 
port or the ~- ''lltlleli ••t• tba- . 
the Coun:t7 .Qowt INUlll qpr~~-
the ~ .. ,G7 .fuau rG'IJ ~. :~ 
·~- ·to 8Arozte llho doQ no.t: · 

·. have the ....-·r.or· .... ~. DOeii !lOt 
our ·state · •t•ed I.AMr t.* · -pre;-
cedenoe ·over thJ.,f Btatut•t• · · 

· · In: det.rm1n1ng ·yCNr :~·t · .r• an op1a1-. · 
your ~ttenti.on 1·• .. ~1~7 ~ted ~ ~~·t- Q-li&f_. 
H.s. Bli1a•our1. 1P29• r•l•~ to tta. ··~. ~ ,..,..... 
and the-ir d1•P•1t1.QD.f.. fh1• .•.CtLQG ~ -~-': .ta~ 
reada aa .fol..}.owa t · · · .. , · · · · · 

· •superintendent• or ~·f4. ~·· 
itent1:ar1M# houQ of •m••t:tO.ald. 
bridewel.la .• . o£ ho•p.tt~ .: ·~ . 

. asylt.IIQ and poo.rhouau~ -...: ·~· · · · 

i : ~ ., 
·' 
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sheri~fs, jailers, city and county 
1~dertakers, and all other state, 
co·unty,. tow-fl or city officers in 
whose custody the bldy of any C1e­
ceased person, -ri'~_- .X:~ei!. £o"""'5i' 'l5U'Fied 
at nuo.lJ..c exnense sJ.:a.LL oe anc are 
- &;. • Iii:. ~::.J._ ----- - ..--- -:-rr 
hereoz.r:1u.ll~ea. immedJ...·e-.::_te~l 1:;o not.:~.fy 
the secre Ill"~ o:f the uoar ordis­
tFibiition, w1enever=-a~enooa.l. or 
bodies coma to hi.s ... or the lr ~saea=­
sion, cn:i"rge orTont'ro.I. and ehai! 
t1ie!ea!te!• aispose of such b0{':.1_ ~?E. 
'6"od!e s, ~ 'tne sec_!!.f.arf of t):e .'' t.a te 
'Eoard ma1 d!re"cF .erov doo, l.;nat at' 
any (.,ime · beiore said body or ·uodiea 
have actually i;een distributed, as 
provided in th:iB article, any rela .... -
ti ve or friend of any ~uch de'ceasFd 
person or persons, shall have the 
right to take and receive the same . 
f'rom the 1)0SS~H.d3ion or' any pe-r·son ~ 
in w!wse cha.re,e ol' custody it 1n.ay be 
found, J.'or t:-1e tm.Jlpose of il:tterment: 
i'rovidecl., i,.c,f'. -~ ·1i: .en a clail1i is made 
for such O.Ot.:;y or bouiea by any per­
son, not a r·elative of GUCh deceased 
person or t)ersolliJ, LJ:.e expense of the 
interment sJ::llill tJ.c::; ;.;ol"ne by the per• 
;~on making such claim. ~~- ~c -;~- -~ ~<-. n 

t'!J:1ere t~lG statute ls plain and unaniDiguous, as we 
believe t;~l_e aoovo secci:Jn of -~,:1e statute "co ·iJe, no roon1 
f'or construction exists. Cum::nil1.S v. --a..:1sas l;ity j:"ubllc 
Service Comm.1ssion, '-..,Ju ;_: •..• (2nd) d2v'. Yo-..1 vdll purticu_, 
larly t10te that the above sectim.1 culJ ;Jarmlts the Secre­
tary of the Anatm:lieal .>oard to (i_iT•eet -~lev: c'.ead l.iodiee 
may be disposed of' in the ev<:mt no relative or friend 
of the deceased person. or persons has undertaken to inter 
the oody. In the event the ,Jody oi' any deceased per:)on is 
required to be buried at public expens-e, and such body is 
claimed by a relative o1: such cieccased. per•so11 betore, such 
body is actually distributed, tl1e.n the com1ty court of the 
proper county shall allow sucl:1 aura as is reasonable for the 
funeral expenses. 
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GONCLUS!Ol'f • 

Due to the above~ it is the opinion of this de­
partment that if any person shall die within any county • 
the o.f:f1eers enumer·ated in the statute shall immediately 
contact the Secretary of the Anatomical Board, and in 
the event no claim is made for the body of S·lch de­
ceased person by a friend or relative, then the Secretary 
of the Board shall _dispose of the body. 

we .further rule that Section 1~55, n.s. ~as- _ 
sour1, 1929, does not conflict with the provisions of the 
Anatomical Law. 

Ilespectfully submitted, 

RUSSELIJ C • STONE 
Assistant Atto~ney General 

AP~~RoV D By: 

'1.W, BOP!i'fifG¥61 
(Acting) 4ttorney General 

RCStVAC 


