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DEAD BODIES: If any person shall die without means of

- penses, the person or persons having the body of such

person in their custody are required to notify the

Secretary of the Anatomical Board.

L January 30, 3-._959 3
\

Drs H.D. Overholser, Secretary
Missourli State Anatomical Foard
Columbia, Missouril

Dear Sir:

Thin will ackzwwlcdg- receipt of your mmt
request for an opinion with respect to anatomical .
material, and in which regusat, you quate a letter you
received from the President of the mmm Boll!l,
- which reads as followsi

"Dr. Lohr just ealled to tell me
that the County Cowrt?s legal ade
vigor hed s tted to him the
following Articls of the Revieed
Statutes of 1929, Seet., 18855 ~
Parngmph &, Telating to ths sup-
port of the poer, which states that
the County Court shall :gr@rm.
the neceasary sums for

 expenses to avyons who does not
have the means for aame. Does not
our State Anstomical Law talke pre-
cedence over this Statute?”

- In determining your request rﬂl‘ an oplinl
your attention is especially directed $e Sectiam ©

H,8, kissouri, 1929, relating to the bodiss of ﬂw
and their disposition. %This section of m mm
reads as followsi

"Superintendents or mdm af pon~
itentiaries, houses of correstion end
bridewells, of hospitals, insanse
asylums and poorhouses, and coraners,
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sheriffs, jailers, city and county
nndertakers, and all other statle,
county, town or city officers'in
wnos8e custody the body ol any de-
cemsed person, reguired to be buried
at puolic expense, Shall De anc are
Lerevy requireq i aeuidwell o notify
The secretary oL tnc voard 01 Gi8~
Iribution, whelever aily such body or
Todles come TO B1S OF LhSIr poases—
sion, charge or coatrol, and snall
Thereaelter dispose of suon‘booj or
bodles, es Lhie secretary of i
board may dlrect: Trovided, vial &%
any vime-beiore sald body or podiss
have actually been dlstiributed, as
provided in this article, any rela--
tlve or friend of any such deceased
person or persons, shall have the
right to tuke and recelve the sane .
frowm the possesalon ol any person .
in wihose charge or custody 1t¢ may be

found, ior U
rrovided, uw:gb
for such Douy

son,
person or
interment snall

son making such

nE pUPpOSse

not a relative ol
SBYBOILS,

claim. «
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of interment:
wien a clalm is
or wodles LY any per-

such deceased
il expencse of the
DG 20rNe by tne

made

pere
it

L
Y

Where lhe statute 1s plaln and unambiguous, as we
belleve t:ie avove section of Uas statute To ve, no room
for construction exists. Cummins V. --sisas Uity Publie
Servicse Commission, oo Jehe (&ad) 920. You will psrticu-
larly aote tnat Thie above sectlon only uwermlits the Secre-
tary of the Anatowmlcal Loard to direct asw dead vodieg
may be disposed of in the eveni no relative or friend

of the deceased person or persons has undertaken to inter
wody oI any deceased perczon is
required to be buried at public expense, and such body is

the vodys In Lhe event the

cleimed by a relativs ol

such Geceased person belore such

body is actually distributed, then the county court of the
proper county shalli allow suci sum as i1s reasonable for the

funeral expsenses.
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CONCLUSION.

Due to the above, it 1s the opinion of this de-
partment that 1f any person shall die within any county,
the offlcers enumerated in the stetute shall immediately
contact the Secretary of the Anmtomlcal Soard, and in
the event no clalm 1s made for ths bLody of sich de~
coased person by a friend or relative, then the Secretary
of the Hoard shall dispose of the body.

We further rule that Section 12955, HeS. Hig=- _
souri, 1929, does not econflict with the prcvisions of the
Anatomical Law.

Hespectfully submitted,

RUSSELL C. STONE
Assistant Attorney General

APPROV. D By:

O, BorrinGToy
(Ac%ing} Attorney Genersl
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