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TAXATION : 

COUNTY CLERK AND 
EXTENTION OF TAXES : 

County Clerk shoul d 
taxes ·separate 
issue . 

Hon • • L. I . Morris , 
Prosecuting Attorney. 
~fayette County. 
Lexington. 1:1ssouri. 

Dear Sir: 

This is in reply to yours of recent date 
r equesting an opinion on the f6llowing statements 
of facta and request which are as follows : 

" STAfiE!.l:.NTS OF. FACTf " 

"on August 30, 193'8, an el ection 
was hel d ~ Lafa yett e County, Mo. 
f or the purpose of authorizing 
the incurring of indebtedness by 
Laf ayette County. ~o . in the aum 
of ~2o.ooo.oo and the issuance of 
bonds for the purpose of building 
a court h ouse (in reality this· 
was an addition to the alread¥ 
existing court house buil ding ). 

A proposition to authori ze incur­
r ing i ndebtedness for Laf a¥ette 
County. uo. in the sum of ~33,000 . 00 
and the issuance of bonds for the 
purpose of buil d i ng a jail i n 
Lafayette County, l.~o . was duly 
hel d an& both propositions carried 
and the county authorized to l evy 
and collect tax i n addition to the 
other taxes provided by l aw. 

------



.. -· ,.. 

Hon. L. I . Korris April s, 1939 

These funds were matched by the 
u. s. Federal Government under a 
gr ant dul y authorized by law and 
originally two projeet, nmnbers 
wer e as.signed, however_, at a sub­
sequent date onl y one project was 
us'ed by the gover nment f or the 
purpose of the administration, 
payment and supervision of these 
buildings . 

A contract was l et under t he pro­
per bi ds and bi ds were s ubmitted 
under a singl e project number .• 

OPINIOI'J hE'-Uli.St.I'E:D : Question as 
to -whether under t h is set of cir­
cumstances t wo columns or separate 
columns should be ahown upon t he 
t ax books of Lafayette County or 
shoul d one col~ suf_ice f or carry­
i ng this item o£ bonds . 

Shoul d t h is record (sampl e page 
of t he count y record accompanies 
t his letter) shaw t he two aeparate 
bond items or shou l d one aingle 
column suff i ce ." · 

From your statement of facts and i nclosure 
it appears t hat your County Court has been author! ed 
to i s sue bonds in the amount of (.20_.000. 00 fo-r the 
·court · house end fjsa.ooo.oo f o.r the ja1~.. I t also 
appears that t he· Feaeral Government has matched t h se 
funds on this work which was started as t wo projec a, 
but were later cQnsolidated into one for the purpo e 
of the administration payment' and aupervision of t e 
\YOrk . . 



Hon. L. I . Y.orris April 3 , 1939 

We do not think your ques tion would be 
affected by the fact that these projects wer e 
consol idated. It would depend on whether the 
monies which you have expended for this work have 
been derived from two different bond issues. 

~Tom your incl osure we also f i nd t hat the 
e l ection authorized the issuance of two sets of 
bonds, one f or the courthouse and one f or t he jail 
The issuance of t hese bonds is authorized by 
Secti on 2905, R. s . Mo ., 1929, by w~ch it appears 
tha t bonds i ssued f or both might have been eonsoli 
dated1 but since in your case t hey are separate, 
t hey will have to be treated separatel y • 

. For the purpose of paying the interests, 
costs and premiums on these bonds , Se ction 2917, 
R. s . }l!o . , 1929, requires the St ·ate Auditor to 
perform certain duties which are ae t f orth which 
are as f ollows : 

"The SDate Auditor shall, annpall y , 
on ~r about the first day of July, 
certify t o the sever al county courts, 
city councils, boards of aldermen, 
boards of trustees , school boards , 
boards of supervisors or boards of 
commissioner&* t he amount r equired 
d1Jring the next riscal year to pay 
maturing interes t coupons , t oge t her 
with ordinary costs to the state of 
colle~tion and disbursement of t he 
s ame, which amount shall thereupon 
be levied as a s pecial tax upon all 
property in such county, city , vil­
lage, townsh.ip, school district, 
special or common road district, 
drainage district or le-vee district, 
and shall ~ a collected with the 
state reven~ and paid over to the 
treasurer of the county~ cit y , vil-



Ron. L. I . Uorris - 4- April 3. 1939 

lage, township~ school district# 
drainage district or levee dist­
rict, apecial or common road 
district, having issued such out• 
standing registered bonds, whiCh 
shall b e deposited by such treas­
uerto the credit or his respective 
county, city# village, township~ 
school district, drainage district, 
special or common road district, or 
levee district, in the bank or banks 
at whi ch the same are made payable; 
provided, that t h is special tax may 
be paid in coupons, registered under 
this article, overdue or maturing 
during the current fiscal year." 

By t his section t he Auditor is required 
to certify the amount which will be required to 
meet the demands of each bond issue, and it is on 
this section that the County Court fixes the 
rate of levy necessary to pay the same. 

Sect1~n 9876, Laws of Mis~ouri, 1933, 
pa: e 421, provides in part as follows : 

"As s oon as t he As·sessor'a book 
shall be corrected and adjusted, t he 
Clerk of the CoVn.ty Court,. except 
in s t. Louis City, s hal1, within 
ninety days thereafter, extend t he 
taxes therein in proper columns pre­
pared for such extentions, which 
book, with the taxes so extended 
therein, shall be authenticated by 
t he seal of the Court as the Tax book 
for t he uee of t he Collector;-::· -;.$- ~:- a 



Hon. L. I . A:or ris - 5 - April s. 1939 

From t he t'oregoing it will be seen that 
it was the i ntention of t he Lawmakers that t he 
t ax l evy f or each bond i s sue shoul d be made and 
carried separat e ly on the tax books. 

CONCLUSI ON 

From the· f oregoi ng if' t he monies rrom 
both bond isauea were spent f or the courthouse 
and jail• then t h e l evy should be made f or each 
issue and carr ied i n separate col~ on t he 
t ax books . regardless of the fact t hat the pro­
jects wer e carried on as one project . 

Respectf'ully ·aubmitted• 

TYRE VI . BURTOll 
Assis tant Attor ney Gener a • 

APPROVED: 

J. E. . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney General . 
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