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SCHOOLS : It is not legal to have challengers and 
watchers in the polls at school elections . 

'March 22, 1939 

Hon. Forre st Mittendorf 
Hous e of Represent atives 
Jefferson ~ity, Mis~uri 

Dear Sir: 

/" 

'"' 

Some time ago you submitted the f ollowing t o us f or 
an opinion: 

"Please g ive me your opinion as to t he legal~ty 
of outsiders having watchers i n t he polls at school 
elections." 

You do not state in your lett er whet her you refer to 
school elections held 1n t he rural sections or in the 
city of St . Lou is. However, we do not think this omis ­
sion will eff ect our ultimate conclusion . 

Sect ion 9284 R. s. Missouri , 1929, sets f or th the 
powers of qualified voters of a school distri ct in 
r eference to school matters . Under said section t he 
patr ons of t he district may vote a paper b~l1ot or 
viva voce . There is no provision for printed ballots 
nor watchers or challengersJ same is a pplicable t o fhe 
elect ion of county superintendent, which takes place 
at t he same time of the annual school e lection, under 
section 9454 R· s. Missouri , 1929 . 

Section 9341 R. s . Missour i , 19 29 , amended in 1933, 
Laws of 1933, page 381, provides for t he .. nner in which 
school elections shall be conducted in c ity , town and 
consolidated schools . It appears to b e special i n i~s 
nature and provides a different method from t ilat or the 
sta t e , county, primary and general election. 

Section 10461 R. s. iss~lri, 1929 , relates to 
primary e lections i n cities of over 400 , 000 , and pro­
vides for challengers and watchers . 
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We are unable to locate any statute which i n anywise 
can be construed to permit challengers or watchers 1n 
t he polls at school elections. All the statutes are 
referable , in so far as challengers and watchers are 
concerned, to general and primary elections . 

Respectfully submitted, 
APPROVED: 

OLLIVER W. NOLEN 
J. E . TAYLOR Assistant Attorney General 
(Acting ) Attorney General 


