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Mr. Rob~rt A. MoXlra~h 
Prosecu~lng Attorney 
St . Francois Coun'7 
Farming~n, 111asourl 

Dear S1~: 

we have your reque$t ot July 26th tor an opinion 
with re~erence to the author1t7 ot the Cit7 ot Farmington, 
or t.he dountr Court of St. J"rucoia Count7 • to have cer­
tain prQperty in the C1 ty of l'arm1nctoa resurTeyed an4 re­
platted tor the purpoae ot obta1a1AS correct deacr1pt1oaa 
t o be u•e4 in the aaaeacment ot taxea agatnat such propert~. 

It would appear under Section 87if. R. s. Mo. 1929, 
that suqh work within the corporate limits may be done by 
either the city aurTe,or , county surveyor. or other com­
petea' •urTeJOr selected by tb.a citJ'. The coat or aaktns 
that au"ey ia apeoitically by said section tUed against 
the traqts ot land thus sune}'e4. Tld.s ia the OD.lJ' au­
thoritT we tind t or the paya~nt ot &uch aer.icea. 

The pertor.aanoe ot auch aervio•s would be by a 
publi c ottlcial such a s the city aurTeJor or count y •u­
ve,or , Qr a competent sur.ayor epeo1f1oally appointed tor 
that ••11T1ce. This would l>rlns illto operation t.ba rule 
ot law iJn this at•te that an otti,cer ce.n recO't'e~ compenaa­
tloa only when the same is autbori•ed by atatu.te. Will1&Jil8 
.., • Chari toa count7 , 85 :Uo. 6f.D 1 Sta t• ex rel. " . Adam a , 
lf2 llo. 11 ll111 ..,. Butler Coun~J.. 116 Mo. 511; State ex rel. 
v . wo:rtqrd. 22 s. w. 481. 11'8 Mo,. 2%0J State e:~: rel • ..,. 
Brollll , l!" llo. ~1; Holaan • · Cit7 ot lla-eora. 1•1 Mo. App. 
318; S~de·rson T . Pike CoUD'\J', l tl 14o. Ji8; Bank .., • 
Retr1ge~at1ng eo., 231 Uo . jef. 

In addition to the a bOTe authori t7, there ia the 
rule, long adhered to 1n thia state, that a public ottlcer 
i s preagmed to render his aervlcea gratuitouslr unleaa 
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some speoltic statutory authorization is found tor the 
pa7aent of such aervicea. King Y. Riverland Levee Dlat., 
2f~ s. w. 115 , 196. . 

It ia, therefore, the opinlon or th1a ottl-oe t hat 
t he coat ot makiug such aurnra or plata within tba Ci tr 
ot !'arabagtoa aust be charged agalnat the land auneTe4, 
and neitller the coUlltT court nor ci t7 couaoil has autaorit7 
~o diTer\ other tunds tor the paJ.aent or such compensation. 

APPROVED; 

5. ~ . TAfLOR 
(Acting) At t orney General 

J'KlhBR 

Reapeott ully submitte4 

FRAlfKI.IN E . REAGAN 
Aaaiatant Attorney General 


