
TAXATI ON 
AltD IU!.Vb:JIDE: 

Owner purchasing at third sale acqui res 
interest free f rom tax l iens fo r wruch 
~ale was had . 

April 29, 1939 
'I 

FILED 
Honorable Edward v. Long 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Pike County 
Bowling Green, Mo . 

Dear Mr . Long : 

1-
~e desire to acknowledge your request for an opin­

ion of April 26th, which is as follows: 

"The Collec tor of t his County has asked t hat 
I secure an official opinion from you rela­
tive to the following s i tuations c 

"First, A ovms a piece of property which has 
been offered f or sale t wice for delinquent 
taxes under the Jonea-Kunger Law and no bid 
received and on t he third sale it was sold 
to B for an amount lea& than the taxes due . 
A redeems t he proper t y . Must A pay the 
balance due for de l i nquent taxes or is the 
property redeemed clear of all taxesf 

" Second, If a owner of a p iece of property 
buys the same at the third and final tax 
sales at an amount less than the total 
amount of taxes due must he pay the full 
amount of taxes due or is the land r e lieved 
of that l ien?" 

Your first request is answered by an opinion to ~!r . 
John G. Burkhardt , Associate City Coun.selor of St . Loui s 
on Harch 7 , 1938. 
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SECOND, I F A OVdihR OF A ? I ECE OF FROP:b.RTY BUYS 
Tllli SAHh A'l' THh THIRD AUD FIUAL TAX SALl!.S AT 
AN AliOUNT LESS THAN THE TOTAL AMOUN'}I OF TAXI S 
DUE MUST HE l'AY 'l'HE FULL AHOUN'I' OF TAXhS DUE 
OR I S THE LAUD RLLI EVlsD OF TllAT LIEN? 

Section 9953a , Senate bi ll No . 94, Laws of 1933 , at 
pa~e 432 , is as fol l ows : 

"Whenever any l ands have been or shall here­
after be off ered f or sale for delinquent 
taxes, interest, penalty and costs by the col­
l ector of the proper county for any two 
success ive year s and no person shall have bid 
theref or a sum equal to t he deli nquent taxes 
thereon, interest , penal t y and costs provided 
by law, then such county collector shall at 
the next r egular tax sale of lands for delin­
quent taxes, sell t he s ame to the highest 
bidder, and t he purchaser ther eof shall ac­
q~e thereby the s ame i n t erest t herein as 
is ac quir ed by purct~sers of other lands a t 
s~ch delinquent t ax sales. " 

Sect ion 9953b • is as fol l ows : 

"Such l ands may be r edeemed from such sale 
upon t he s ame terms and condi tions as ot her 
l ands may be r edeemed from del inqu ent tax 
sales, as provi ded herein; but in the event 
of the redemption of any land f r om any sal e 
made under t he provisions of t hi s ~ct , the 
l and so r edeemed shall be i iabl e to resal e 
by such count y co l l ector a t t he next or any 
subsequent tax sale of lands f or delinquen t 
taxe s for all del i nquent taxes, penalty , 
i nterest and cos t s not pa id by such sale. " 

Whenever land is sold under Secti on 9953a• supra. 
it is made to t he highest b idder and "the purchaser t here­
of shall ac quire t hereby t he s ame i nterest therein a s is 
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acquired by purchasers o£ o t her lands at such delinquent 
sales". 

There i s no statutory provision for another sale of 
such lands for the taxes for which su~h sale uas had ex­
cept in case of redemption under Section 9953b , supra . 
Ther efor e except in case of redemption t hi s is a final 
sale and i t extinguishes , as to the highest bidder, t he 
tax liens ror which the sale was had. There is no pro­
vision in said Section 9953a , supra , nor any other Sec­
tion of Senate Bill No. 94 which could be construed as 
prohibi t~r.g t he owner or a~-...;y party in int er est from be­
coming the hiehest bidder . 

CONCLUSION 

Ther efore , it i s t he conclusion of this department 
that an owner of l and , bidding it in for taxes under Sec­
t ion 9953a, supra , acquires his interest as such purchaser 
free from a~l tax l iens f or which the sal e was had . 

Respectfully submitted , 

S. V. MEDLING 
Assi stant Attorney General 

AP.t'ROVED : 

B':ijOR R ~ H .• KA'I 
(Acting ) Attorney- General 

SVM:LB 


