
DENTI~'l'HY : Chiropractor who examines a pa t ient ' s teeth 
ana recommends a t reatment t herefor , or that 
s uch teeth be extracted, violates Section 
1 3582, H. s . Mo . 1929, amended b y Laws of 
Mo . 1937, page 492 , relating to t he practice 
of dentistry . 

October 11. 1939 
1 D) j 

FI L ED 

Honorable Henry c. M. Lamkin 
Pro~ecuting Attor ney 
Callaway County 

5 1 
Fulton , Ni ssouri 

Dear Si r : 

This wil l acknowledge receipt of your 
r equest for an opinion, which reads ae follows : 

"I woul d appreciate the opinion of 
your of f ice in t he following mat­
ter : 

A chiropr actor examine$ a patient 
and d i agnoses t h at t he patient 's 
t eeth are in bad condition, 
naming which t e e t h that should 
be ext racted. 

For t is examination which is 
conducted by an e l ectrical ma­
chine of s ome sort and for this 
diagnoses he charges a f ee . He 
t hen directs the patient to a 
dentist (always t he same dentist) 
f or t he extraction. 

QtrLSTION: Wou~d t he for egoing be prac­
ticing den~atry in v i ol ation of Sec­
tion 13582 of t he F.evis.ed Statutea of 
l!iasouri . for 1929, or. ·woul d i t be i n 
viol ation under any other seetion dea1-
ing with the unlawful praetiee of 
dentistry?• 
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At the outse t y~ur attention is d i rected 
to Section 13546 of R. s. Missouri , 1929, r e l ating 
to tme pr ac tice of chiropr actic and reads as 
follows : 

"The practice of chiropractic is 
hereby defined to be the science 
and art of pal pati nG and adjusting 
by hand t he movable artic~latione 
of the human spi nal coil. umn, for 
t he correction of t he cause of ab­
nor.malties and deformities of t he 
body. It shall not include the 
use of operative surgery, obstet ­
rics , os t eopathy , nor the adminis ­
tration or prescri bin[ of any dr ug 
or medicine . The pr acti ce of ch i ro­
pr act ic i s hereby declared not to 
be t he pr actice of medicine and sur ­
gery or osteopathy within the mean­
ing of article 1, chapter 53, or 
chapter 102, It . s . 1929, und not 
sul.J ject to the provisions of sai d 
chapters . " 

It will be particularly noticed from t t e 
a i ove defini tion that tho "science of chiropractic" 
is the art of palpatin~ and ad j usti ng cy hand t he 
movabl e articulations of the human spina l column 
for the purpose of correcting any deformiti es ct 
t he body, and such art does not extend to t he use 
of operati ve surgery, ol stetrics, osteopathy, or 
the admi nistrat ion of drugs . This s ection of the 
s t atutes we believe to be pl a l n and unambi guous , 
1herefore, no roam f or t he construction of t he s ame 
oxists . 

In t he case of St ate v . Smi th, 233 Lo. 242, 
tLe Supreme Court of t his stat e had oc casion to 
consider whether or not the "science of chiropractic" 
was the practice of meQicine . The court , i n reuchin~ 
its coLclus i on, made t h i s obs ervation respecting t he 
s cience at page 251, et seq : 

·. 
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"'The theory of t h is science is 
t ha t the center and seat or all 
i ntelligence and bodily control­
ling force is in t he brain; that 
all runction depends upon t his 
nerve f orce - universal intelli­
t ence. or whatever it may be, t hat 
is seated 1n the brainJ t hat it is 
transmitted from the brain to the 
muscl es and organs t hrough. f irs t . 
t he spinal chord, and t hence through 
t he nerves r adiating from t he spi nal 
column; thu t while it i ·s not impeded. 
all b odily runction is Dermal and 
t he bod7 is well1 tha t when it is im­
peded, function is not normal, and 
t he organ or muscle cut off from, or 
not in free communication .with t he 
brain, becomes d iseased; tha t it can 
be i mpeded on l y by presure or pinch i ng 
or the nerves . known to t he chiro­
pra ctic a.a i t:pingement J t hat nerves 
are impinged onl y where passing between 
bonssJ t hat t hey pas s between bones in 
goin~ through t he intervertebral f orami na. 
and are impi nged when t he vertebrae are 
f rom a t l ow, con traction of musc l es, 
as by drau,ht of cold a ir or other cause . 
more or l ess d iaplaced or sublbXated , 
as t h e chiropractor terms it . 1h e 
slightly misplaced bones pinch or 1m­
p 1n£ e t h e nerves , impeding t he f l ow or 
mental tmpulse . The effect is t he same 
as the introduction of a rheostat or 
other resistance on the circuit between 
an e l ectric dynamo at a power station 
and an electric motor s upplying power 
for a f actor y . 'lbe motor represents a 
vital organ; not r eceiving t he required 
amount or electricity. it is hinder ed 
i n i t s work, Just as a vi t a l organ be­
comes diseased by not bei ng i n free 
communication with t he br ain. ~ben all 
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ment al impulse is cut off. f or 
example by what laymen term a 
broken back. the portion or the 
body and the organs beyond the 
point where t he impulse 1a cut 
ort became paralyzed. just as 
the motora of a huge ahop. beyond 
a break 1n a wire leading #rom a 
dynamo. atop when the break ia so 
complete- aa to cut off all or near­
ly al l electricity coming to it. 
The expe7ienced chiropractor. by 
pasaing his hand up and down the 
spinal column. is able to detect 
the•• •ubluxationa or slight dis­
locations. and by a aw1~t downward 
movement places tne vertebrae back 
in their normal position. removing 
the pressure on the impinged nerve . 
and ae a in opening up free communi­
cation between the brain and the 
organa controll~d by the nerve so 
impinged.,. 

.. 

The above observation relative to the "science of 
chiropractic" was taken .from the definitions aa 
contained in the t rief . :L'he col.lr't• at p age 252• 
made a .ftuther observation. as f ollows& 

•In actua1 pra ctice the Chiropractor 
makes no physical examination outside 
of the spinal column. He does not 
feel the pul••• take the t emperature. 
prescribe any diet. or uae any instru­
~nta. He a~ply examines the spinal 
column. determines .nether or not a 
aubluxat1 .jn,. as he c a lla it• exists. 
and it he .finds it. adjusts the aame . • 

l'le believe tl:Iat the observations made by the 
Supre111e Court 1n the above cue are properly incl-uded 
within the de~1nit1on of the •science of chiropractic• 
aa laid donn by the Legisla ture. We direct your rurther 
attention to Section 15582• R. s . Uiaaour i. 1929• aa 
amended by Laws of Miss~uri • 1937 • at page 492• which 
reads i n part as followsa 

·-
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"Any person shall be regarded as 
practicing or attempting to pr ac­
tice dentistry. within t he meaning 
of t his chapter, * * * * who shalt 
diagnose , or profes s to d i agnose 
or examine * ~- * *•" 

From the above definition of t he te~ 
dentistry, one par ticul arl y notices that it inc ludes 
t hose persons Y1ho shall di agnose or profess to 
diagnose or eywmine teeth f or the pur pose of cor­
r ecting any deformit y which may exi s t, or to s uppl y 
artificial t eeth or t o admini s ter anesthesia . 

Attention is a l s o di rec ted t o Section ,. 
13560, r\. s ., Missouri , 1929, as amelilded by Laws of 
M..~-ssour1, 1937, at page 482 , rel ating 1n part as 
follows : 

"From and after t h e pass age of t his 
articl e it s hall be unlawful for 
any pers on t o practice dentistr y in 
the St ate of Missouri , ·~ ~i- w. * until 
sai d person or persons shal l f i rst 
compl y with the fol l owing require­
ments ; be exami ned and registered 
by said r oard, and arter receiving a 
certificate. of regi s tration, · the per­
son receiving same. shall fi l e such 
certificate of registration with the 
clerk of t he county court of t he 
cour.ty or counties in which he or she 
r es i des or desires to practice dentistry, 
and shall l a ve t he same recorded and a 
certificate sr owing t he fi l i nf· and re­
cording of the same with t he book and 
page wher e recorded, i ndorsed t hereon 
under t he hand of t h e cl erk and the 
seal of said court; and thereafter any 
such person shal l appl y f or a license 
from said Board, which l icense shall 
attes t t he qual i f ications of the person 
the1·ein named and permit the pers on 
named therein to practice dentistry 
for the t erm mentioned in s aid 
lice~se , * * * * *•" 
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From these statutory considerations~ which 
we believe to be klain and without ambiguity, it 
follows t hat before any person ~ay practice dentistry 
as above defined • . suCh person is required to be 
examined by the Dent al Board and to be registered 
by such Board before practicing, or attempting to 
practice ~ dentistry. Obviously, tram these conai• 
deration. , when a chiropractor examines a patient's 
teeth and diagnoses that such patient 't teeth are 
in ~ bad condition, naming t hem and advising t hut 
such teeth s houl d be extracted, auch chiropractor 
ceases to practice t he art ot palpating and adjust­
ing by hand t he movable articul ations of the human 
sp l nal column for the correction of the cause ot 
abnormaltie~ and def'ormities of the body. 

This observation is fortified by an expres­
sion by the Supreme Court in the Smi t h Case , supra, 
whe~ein t his Court, at page 264, said& 

"When the practitioner makes sueh 
examination of tile patient as he 
regards aurf icient to indicate t o 
h1m t he cause of the trouble~ and 
to indica te its proper treatment, 
he has diagnosed the case . " 

If, therefore. the chiropractor, as has been 
suggested by your r equest t or an opinion, advises the 
patient to have certain teeth extracted, he has , ~y 
such action~ indicated a proper treatment wh ich we be­
lieve to be without t he realmof' the •science of chiro­
practic" ~ and tnerefore~ •uch diaanosee woul d violate 
Section 1~582, s upra. • 

We direct your further attention to Section 
13577 • R. s . J1s s .1uri, 1929, as amended by Lawe or 
Missouri , 1937~ at page 491 • which reads in part aa 
follows: 

"Any peraon who s hall practice, or 
attempt to practice denttAtry or 
dental surgery wit h in t he St ate or 
t' issouri, without having been regis~ 
t er ed and licensed for that purpose, 
or during the period or revocation or 
suspension of hie or her l i cense or 

.. 
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certifi cat e of registration, or 
who shall viola t e any of t he pro­
vis •.one of t h is ch apter, shall 
upon conviction t he1eof , be ad­
j ud ed gui lty of a misdemeanor 
* * ~ *• It s hall be t he duty of 
t he Attorney General or of t he 
Prosecutin£ At t orney of the county 
i n which such of f ense shall occur , 
at t he dire . tion of t he Attorney 
General, to prosecute every case 
to f i na l judrment whenever h i s 
attention shall be called to a vio­
lat ion of t l is Chapter ." 

CQj CLUS I01i 

In view of the a~o, e, it is t he opinion 
of t his department if any chiropractor examines and 
diagnoses t hat a patient's teeth are in a bad condi­
tion and des i gnates t he teeth to be extracted. that 
such chiropracttr viola tes Section 1358~. s upra, and 
is sub ject to prosecution under Sec tion 13577, s upr a . 

. ROVED: 

I . J . BUTtKE 
(Acting) Attorney General 

RCS :RV 

Very t rul y yours • 

RUSSFLL C . STO:':E, 
Assistant Att urney General 


