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TOWNSHI~ TRUST~E: 

FEES: 
The township trustee is entitled to commission 
on all moneys which he is required by law as 
official to disburse . 

,, 
v 

October 20, 1939 

N..r. Lee Hocker 
Chairman o£ the Townshi p Board 
Prairie Hill, Ulssouri 

. Dear Sir: 

FIL ED 

1/-1 
This is in reply tc yours of recent date wherein 

you submit the question ora 

-whether the townShip trustee is en­
titled to commission in paying out 
bonded money and also when t he taxea 
are collected to pay suCh bonda off 
whether or not he would be entitled 
to a commissi on on warr ants issued 
in payment ot suCh bonds.• 

We note trom your lett er that you sta te that your 
townshi~ now has t3o,aoo.oo outstanding bonded indebted­
ness and that the r eason that you make your inquiry is 
that it aeema to you that the township would be paying the 
commission t wiee on t he bond ·money, that is, that t he 
trustee would be receiving a commission on moneys appro­
priated in payment of township indebtedness which moneys 
come :trom the proceeds of such bond aal.e and then when 
the mon,ya are collected to pay these bonds off that t he 
trustee would be receiving the commission again. 

The questj,ons wh ich you have submitted may be con­
sidered trom two angleaz 

1. Ia the trustee allowed commission on money 
which t lae township boa ... ·d directs him to pay out for legal 
demands a~ainst the township, such moneys being derived 
trt>m the sale of the bonds belonging to the district and 
which wer e vot ed for t hat purpose! 
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2. Ia the truatee allowed a commiaa1on on moneya 
whi ch the townahip boar d dire ct a him to P8'1 out ~or t h e 
purpose of pay ing off t he bonda of t h e distri ct? 

On the que atiollll which J'OU have aut.d.t t e4, I t'ind 
t hat t he duties o f the township truat ee aa to payi ng out 
or to~hip tunda in payment of olaima agalnat the town­
ship are aet out in Secti on 12S06, R. s. Jl1s aour1 , 1929, 
wh iCh ia aa f ollowaa 

-when an:r claim or account• or an7 
part t h ereof', aball be a1lowed b7 
the townabip board or dir ectore, 
the-y ahall draw an order upon the 
township trus tee in f avor or the 
cla1mant tor the amount ao al1owed­
aa1d order to be signed b7 t he pr esi­
dent of said board• and attested by 
t h e township clerk and• deliver ed t o 
aa1d ola1ment . • 

Section 12a03 , R. s. Kis sonr1, 1929, ata tea what 
ahall be chargee against t he townahip. 'l'h1a section 1 a 
aa .followaa 

• The t'olloWing ahall be deemed t own­
ah1p Obargeas Firat, the compensati on 
of to~abip otf ioera t'or t heir aer~ce• 
rendered LD tne1r reapecti Ye townships; 
aeao~ aon tingent expenaea neoeasarily 
incurred .for the u a e and ben•1'1 t ot the 
t ownahipJ t hird, the money-a authorised 
to be r a1aed OJ' the townah i p b oard of 
directors f or ani purpose • f or the uae 
ot the t o1inah1p. 

Y~u ata te 1n JOUr letter that the bonda i n quea,1on 
which ~d been 1aaued bJ" tbe d1atr1ct wer e in the amount 
ot t h ir-7 thousand dollar a . We preaume theae bonds were 
i s su•d by "Yir~e ot t h e proY1a1ona of Section -r96l.• R. S. 
Jl1aaour1. 1929. I t will be noted that Sect~on 796&._ R •. 
s. 111s aour1,_ 1929, provides tha t when a t.ownahip votea 
auch bond a mat t h e county court ahall a ell the bond a 
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and turn the proceeds oYer to the treasurer of the t own­
ship an<J be by h1m disbursed on the ord•r of the board. 
It appeua n-om thi s aeet1o-n that tt is the ~fieia~ duty 
ot the township trus.tee to dlaburee aueh moneys. 

Seetion 11288• R. 3.. Miaaouri.,. 1929~ provldea 1n 
part 8S fo.ll4)WSt . 

ttThe townabip trustee and .a of ticio 
tre·asurer or each townahip ahal..l 
reee1 ve and pay o-.ecr all moneys 
raiaed there tn tor detra7ing tow.n-

• ship expensest * * * * * * * * * • 
Seet1on 12290• R. s . H1ssour1. 1929• prov1dea 

aa tollowaa 

, 

•He lthall keep a correo~ aoeount 
ot all mone-ya coaing into his banda 
b7 rtrtue o~ his off ice, fran What. 
source r~ce1ve4,. and what amount, 
o~ the amount paid ·out • . ., whom paid,• 
and on what account, 1n a book to be 
kept ey him aBt1 provided for the pur­
pose by the township; ea14 book to be 
ke})t 1n aueh a manner aa to show ther 
amount of money in his htmda belong­
ing to each aanool distri ct or tra~­
t1onal part in the township aDd the 
amount of road money bel~ing to . 
the township. He shall make settle­
ment annuall7 betwe8D the twentieth 
day or March and the t1tteen1fh clay 
o£ Apr11 wita the co~~ clerk of 
all moneye received bf h1m on aceounlt 
o£ · achoola • showing how the aame ha~ 
been disburs ed.. and he ahall settle 
with the count7 treasurer W1 thtn 
twen t,. daye a.tter the apportionment 
ot the achool funds to the achool 
diatri ct. and Pe ce1 ve all mone7 1n 
the banda of the count7 treasurer 
belonging to hia township• and 
receipt tor the aame. and ·Shall pay 
all wtrrants dr~twn on h1a bJ' the 
board ot a·ollool director• 1a bia town-
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ship out of the funds belonging to 
t he district making the order. and 
he ahal..l not pay any money out 
btabng!.ng to any other tund than 
that mentioned in t he warrants., 
and he shall tile with the townahip 
el.erk on or before t h e day of th~ 
regul.ar meeting ot t h e townahip 
board in April a detailed atat~ent 
ot all money by him r• eel ve4 and 
paid out,. to whom and out ot what 
f'und• and the amount on hand• and 
at t he expiration of hia ter.m ot 
orfi oe he shall turn over to h1a 
aucceaaor all money·•· booka and 
papers belonging to the of't'i ee • and 
take duplicate reoe1pte tor the •~. 
one to be filed •1 th the townahip 
clerk! the other to be retained b7 
himaelr .• 

Section 12291• R. S. K1asour1• 1929, prohibita 
the toWJ!lah1p trustee f'rom paying out any mone}'fa except 
on order ot t he townahi p board• and Section 12292• R. s. 
Jliallourit 1929• requ1rea t he townahip trustee to make 
an annu~ aettlement. 

on the queation ot the townahip treasurer hand­
ling t he proceeds of road bonda,. we find th.at 't h1a depart­
ment. oil t h e lOth ot August. 19i •• b7 an opinion rendered 
to Mr. lark w. Wilaon. Pl"oaeeutlns Attorney • Clinton, Mia­
aourl., 'Written b7 Mr. Wasserman. haa treated. that aubjeot .. 
We are encloa1ng a COPJ or that ep1n1on f or your 1nto.rmat1on. 
We are alao en.cloaing a cop7 ot an opinion 4ated.&uguat lOth• 
1938• ~i tten to Honorable Gl.en W. Buddl.eaton., Proaeout1ng 
Attorney at Carrollton, 111s aour1 .• by the writer or thia 
opinion whiCh treata on the question of diaburaementa made 
for exp~naea ot the townahip. We are enoloa1ng a copy ot 
that oplnion fol! your informati on. 

CONCLUSION. 

On the firat queation aubmi tted above • 1 t ia• 
therero~te. t h e opinion ot t his department that the town­
abip truatee aho\lld be allowed a ooliiD1aa1on on a~l moneya 
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which the townah1p board dir ect a him to pay tor legal 
demands against the townahip• even though the moneys 
used f or the payment of suCh obl1gationa co~ from the 
sale of bonda voted by the d1atrict. 

Second, alnce the proce.cla from the aale ot the 
bonda are tUr.ned over to t he township trustee and dia­
buraed l'>7 h1m under order ot the \ownahip boa~d, and 
aince he ia required to reoeiv•, aately keep, account 
tor and report on auoh tunda • 1• ia t he opinion ot thia 
department that the townah1p trustee ia entitled to 
Charge a commission on moneys whioh be paya out on 
order ot the townahip board tor the purpose ot paying 
ott such bond s. 

TYRL W. BURTON 
Aaa1atant Attorney General 

APPROVEDs 

W. '3. B'RkE 
(Acting) Attorney General 

TWBaDA 


