
I 
h.OTOR VEhi CLES : TRAILER : Wood saw or feed grinder powered by 

au tomobile motor permanently mounted 
on aut omobile chassis and towed from 
pla ce to place by automobile not a 
tra.iler . 

July 5, 1939 

FfLED , 
Mr . A. L. Ga tes 
Prosecu1fing Attorne7 
ttoni t eau Ooun ty 
Cal1~ornia, Missouri 32 
Dear 31~: 

This department is in r e.oeipt o~ your req,uest 
~or an o~ficial opinion which reads aa ~ollowsa 

"As Prosecuting Attorney of ) on1 tea~ 
County, I would l ike to have a 
WPitten -off1c1al opinion tram your 
office covering these facta . An 
individual constructed a wood saw 
using an automobile motor for the 
power and an automobile chassis 
mounted on four rub·oer tires. 
This 1:1otor is connected directly 
to the sav and is not used in 
pulling the saw rig from place to 
place . An individual constructed 
a f eed grinder, mounted 1 t on an 
ol d automobile chaaais and i s 
powered by an old automobile motor. 
These two pieces of equipment are 
not 1:1oved from pl ace to pl ace 
under their own power, but are 
hooked on tbe back ot a truck and 
are pull ed by a rod f rom job to 
j ob. 

"Is it necessary that this 1ndi• 
vidual have a trailer lic ense, or 
can such equipment used for farm 
purposes be olaaaed as farm 
t1ach1nery such a s a t ractor and 
not being required to haw l icenae 
tags attached. " 



/ 

Mr. A • ..{... Gates July 5, 1939 

Seet'ion 7761, R. s. Missouri., 1929, as amended in 
Laws of Missouri, Extra Session 1933- 34, page 99, provides 
tbat: "every owner of a motor vehicle or trai-ler, which 
shall be opera ted or driven upon the bighwaya of thia 
state, shall except as herein othel,ise expressly provided, 
cause to be file~ * .. '* * in the of.fice of ~e commi&sioner, 
an application f or registration", and apon the .filing of said 
applica~ion and the payment of thB fees prescDibed therein, 
the commissioner registers said vehicle by as~i~ng it a 
number and a plate or set of plates bearing said number. 

Section '7759, H. s. Mi s souri, 1929, gives the f ollowing 
defini tiona: 

"' Vehicle• , Any mecbanical device 
on wheels, designed primarily for 
use on highlrays, exaept those pr-Q• 
pelled or drawn by hmn:an power, or 
those used exolus1vely on tracka. 

"•Motor vehicl e' . Any self pro• 
pelled vehicle not operated exclu­
sively upon tracks, except far.m 
tractors. 

"'Tractor~. Any motor ve~ole de­
signed primarily for agrloul tural 
use or uaed as a traveling power 
pl.ant or for drawing other veh1olea 
or f arm or road building implements 
and having no proviaioz;us for carry• 
i ng loads independentl.y. 

"'Farm Traotort. A tractor used 
exolu.si vel.y for agricultural 
purposes. 

"'Trailer• . Any vehicle without 
motive power designed for carrv­
ing property or passengers on ~.ts 
own strueture and for being drawn 
be a self'-propelle4 vehicle, ex­
cept those running exclusivel.y on 
tracks." 
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Mr. A . L . Gates - 3- July 5, 1939 
' 

Section 7'76, Subsection (g ), R. s . Missouri, 1929, 
provides as tollowsa 

"Farm t ractors when using the 
highways in traveling 1'rom one 
field or 1'arm to another or to 
or from places of delivery or re­
pair are exempt tran the provisions 
ot thi s article relating to regis­
tration and display of number plates, 
but shall comply with all the 
other provisions hereof. " 

Thus, the only exe~ption to the registration of a 
tar.m vehicle is a farm tractor, and, clearly, the vehicle 
described in your opinion request is not a fa~ tractor. 
The precl.se queat1on ia whetherf this particular vehicle 
meets the detin1Uon of a "trailer"? 

As defined in Section '77591 aupr&, in orde.r to came 
within the ter.ma of a "trailer"t the vehicle m~t b e Without 
motive power "deaisped tor oar~t1ng property • • ~ * on its 
own s tru~ ture * * -:. ·~=w. 

9 Am. & Eng. Ency. 403 defines the word "design• aa 
follows a 

"' Design' is detined as purpose or in• 
tent1on combined w1th1 p~an or tmplying 
a plan in the mindJ purpose, intention, 
aim. " 

If the respect! ve vehicles were planned w1 th the aim 
or intent o i' perm! tting the tamporary pl acing of a "ood saw 
and feed gririder on an automobi le ohass1a so a a to penni t 1 t 
to be ~ried to a particular destination and readily removed 
by a simple manual or physi cal Qperation and another piece 
of property subsequently placed on it, we are of the view 
that said vehicle would then be "designed• for carryi ng 
property• However, as we understand your letter, the wood 
saw and teed. ·~r1nder are •mountedu on the respective chasa1s 
so that ror a.l intents and purposes said chaaaia become a 
permantant part or the respect! ve implements, designed for 
sawing and teed grinding. 
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11r. A. L1- Gates -4- J~y 5, 1939 

It 1s thererore the opinion o:f this department that 
a wood s~w or feed grinder, powered by an automobile motor 
which is permanently mounted on an automobile chaaais and 
towed tram place to place by another automobil•, is not a 
trailer within the provisions of Section 7759, R. s . Missouri, 
1929, and• therefore, that a trailer license ~•d not be 
obtained tor it tram the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles of 
the State of Misaouri. 

Reapeottully submitted, 

MAX WASSERMAN 
Assistant Attorney General 

Approved a 

J . E. TAYLOR 
(Act ing ) Attorney General. 
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