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STATUTES: 
EMERGENCY CLAUSE : 
vVHEN EFF.l:!:CTIVE: 

If a bill is amended, then the emergency 
clause must be adopted after such amendment 
~n order t hat ~t may be effective. 

Mr. c. w. Detjen 
count7 Counselor 
St. Louis County 
Clayton. Missouri 

Dear Kr. Detjena 

!'hia 1s 1D repl,- to 7oura of recent date Wherein 
you subai t the follOWiDS queatiozu 

8 There 1s aome confusion 1n the Jainds 
ot the otf1oials of St. Louia County 
as to when the new law a.tteoting 
oonatable'a aalariea will go into 
ef.tect. 

•The abov-e house bill was paaaed at 
the laat aeaaion of the legislature 
aDd aa aent to the Gover.no~ 1t oon­
ta.1ned an emergeno7 olauae.. 'bat the 
reeord.a or the Bouse d.i.acloaed that 
upon j"inal paasage. the required !IUJD-. 
ber of membera were not prea-ent to 
adopt t he 811lergency olauae. and that 
it waa aotua217 paaaed in the Bouse 
Without t h1a clause. When 1t or1gl­
nall7 passed the Boua.e. the emergenq 
clause was adopted• but that waa not 
the oase when, passed 1n 1 t• amended 
fonn. 

•The Count," Court baa aaked me to 
ae-oure an op1n1.on froa 7ou aa to 
whether, UDder these ciroaBatana.a, 
the law went into •1'f.ct upon betag 
a_igned b7 the Governor or whether 
1 t will DOt be et'!'ecti. ve UDt11 60 daya 
at'ter the date of ai.gning.• 
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It appeara from your request that House Bill 
llwllber 569, which perta.1na to conatablea in countlea 
the aiae 0~ st. Lou1a Count,., waa firat paased 1n the 
Houae withm 018rpnoy clauae attached thereto. Tbia 
~111 went to the Senate Where it was amended and then 
went back to the Bouse tor final paaaage ae amended. 
It alao appear a that there were not enough .-bera 1n 
the Bouse at the time ot ita passage to adopt the 
emergen«7 clause. 

Section 30 of Article IV of the Constitution 
ot Missouri provide• u tollowsa 

•xt a bill paaaed b7 either houae 
be returned thereto, aaend.ed b7 
the other,. the houae to which the 
aame 1a returned ahall oause the 
amendment or amendments ao reoeiTed 
to be printed UDder the same super­
vision aa provi.ded in the next pr~ 
ceding section. tor the use ot the 
aember a before t1nal action on suab 
amendmenta.• 

It will be noted that thia aect1on• in apeaking 
ot amendment•, provide a that auoh amendments JBUst be 
printed tor the uae ot the membera before t1na1 action 
on auch amendments. Section 31 of a aid Article prov14ea 

· aa tollowar 

8 Ko bill ahal.l be~ a law Wlleaa 
on ita final paasage the wte be 
taken bJ' 7M• and naya# the namea 
ot the -..bera Toting tor and 
aga1nat the aa.m.e be entered on the 
jouraal# and a .. Jor1t1' of the 
..mbera elected to eacn house be 
recorded thereon as voting 1n ita 
favor.• 

We think this section, in referring to a bill, mew 
the bill# aa amended, in ita final form. In other 
word•• the bill• aa amended# 1a what ia to become the 
law and that which the ..abera vote upon. Section 36 
ot aa1d Article provldea aa to1lowac 
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•xo law paa sed by the General usem­
bly, except t he general a ppropriation 
aet, ahall take e~fect or go into 
~oree unt~l ninety days atter the 
adjourDJDCtnt of th e aesaion at llhiClh 
i t waa enacted, unless 1n oaae of an 
emergenq (wh1 oh ·eme:rgenc,. .uat be 
expreaaed 1n the preamble or 1n the 
body of the act), the General Aaae~ 
bly ahal.l , by a vote ot two-th1rda 
of all the membera ele cted to e aCh 
house, otherwiae directa aaid ~te 
to ~e taken b y yeaa and naya, and 
entered upon the j ourna.l. • 

It will be noted that t h is section provides that a bill 
doea not became etf ect1ve until ninety daya atter the 
adjournment unless the emergency clause 1a attaChed. 

B7 reading all of theae aeetions together., we 
think that the law i a plain that 1t waa intended that 
the emergency clauae woul d be in f oroe onl7 when it baa 
been voted upon after the bill baa been placed 1n ita 
final torm. and pa,aaed by the oonat1. tutional majority. 

CONCLUSION. 

Prom the torego1ng it 1a t he opini.on of' thia de­
partment that ainee the emergeno7 clause to House Bill 
Number 569 was adopted before said Bill wa.s passed 1n 
ita t1nal form, t hat said Bouae Bill WUJD.ber 669, aa 
amended, waa not passed with the emergency Gl.auae, and, 
therefore , will not go into effect until ~t7 daya 
d'ter the adjou.rnment of the Seaaion. 

Re•pecttull7 aubadtted 

TYRE W. BURTON 
Aasiatant Attor.De7 General 

APPROVED I 

coVELt R. Hl\!WtTT 
(Acti ng) Attorne,- General 

TWBaDA 


