
SCHOOLS: Appropriations for S t ate Teachers Co11eges. 

apri l 25th, 1939. 

Honorable Deln1.a.r Dail, 
St a.i e Sf>nate , 
Jeff erson City 1 t:iss our1. 

Dear S~nator: 

::e have your l etter of Apr i l 21, 
last which reads as follows : 

"Pursuant to ou.r conver­
sation o1 a l eY ~ays a6o, 
I a:;_ V1I~til1f, to request 
an or i n ion of the Attorney 
3eneral rela tive to the 
a~propriation for teachers 
collec::es i n ti:.e ~· tate of 
! i ~ S O"'.ll'i • 

In so far. as t he information 
:;: h o.vc ht hand these appro­
priations coul d be maa e r rom 
t h e fund provi ded by th6 one­
t h i l'd appropriation of e enoral 
r even'!Ae to t hfil free 8chool 
n md, and I woul d like to have 
a definite opinion as to whether or 
not under the existina ntatutes 
t h is coul d be taken f rom that 
fund. " 
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In answer to your que stion, 
beg to say that the Consti tut1o.n o~ the 
State or Mi s souri, Section 6• Article 11, created 
a public sChool rttnd derived from the various 
eources set forth in said section. Thi s section 
fUrther provides as follows: 

"* * o * • the annual 
i ncome of which fUnd, to­
gether with so much of-rhe 
ordinar'V"'re'venue of the­
vute as~~bebylaw ~t 
~Tor 'tpurpOSi.­
SEarr ~rilthruiiy appro­
priat ed f or e stablishing and 
maintaining the free public 
schools and the !>tate Univer­
aity in thi s article provideq 
r or, and f or no other uses 
or purpose s whatsoever.• 

.::>e .etion 7, of the Cons titution pro­
vide s that no l e as :;han t wenty-five percent (25~ ) 
of t he s tat e r evenue shall be set apart and ap­
plied annually to the support of public sChools. 

Section 9?12 H. s. Mo., 1929, is a 
legislative declaration by way of repetition of 
Section 6 of the Constitution. ~ction 9712, 
however, ' winds up as follows: · 

"* ~ * • together with not 
less than twenty-five per cent 
of the state ~evenue. shall 
be applied annuall y to the 
support of the public schools 
provided r or in t~s Cbapter~ 
to be apportionw~ herein­
after provided. 

'v 
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lb.e "chapteru r eferred to i s .Chapter 
67 of the present revised statut es, and whieh 
chapter as a part thereof contains Article 18 
relating to the setup and operation or the State 
Teachers Colleg~ . Hence. it is reasonably clear 
that the Legislature intended that the support 
of the state teacher s col leges, along with the 
other public schools, wa s to be provided for 
out of the inooms from the scnool ~d created 
under the statutes together with the nbt less 
than twenty-f ive per cent (25%} of the state 
revenue. 

.~le we do not find that the i ssue 
·has been directly rai sed and passed on in any 
f orm in our courts as to whether a state teacher s 
college i s a public s chool, or a part of the 
publ i c s chool system, w1 thin the mea ning of the 
Constitution or statutes. yet we believe that the 
inclusion of t he teachers colleges in the chapter 
of the statut es relative to the public school 

system i s a recognition by- the Legislature that 
a teachers college i s a public school. 

FUrthermore, there i s no provision ln 
our law for appropriation out of t he publ~c s chool 
money for the support of an educational institution, 
unle as it is a public school w1 thin the meaning of 
t he Constitution and statutes. 

Based upon the m1njJwm amount tba t the 
General As sembly must set apart .from the state revenue. 
to-wit, twenty-five per cent (25%), f or school purposes. 
the custom has became more or less establ ished where­
b7 one-third instead of one-fourth of such revenue 
has been appropriated f or school purposes. 

Our research has failed to di sclose any 
special fund or any special provision pertaining to 
support of the several teachers colleges. Consequent-
1,-, there a ppears to be no inhibition in making 
an appropriation for support of the teacbera 



Hon. Delmar Dail - 4- 'April 25th. 1939 

colleges from the income of t he aforesaid school 
fund together wi th t he one- third part of the 
sta t e revenue . 

Yours ver y truly. 

J . W. BUFFINGTON• 
Assi s tant Attorney General. 

APPROVED: 

J . E. TAYLOR 
(Act ing ) Attor ney General 

JV-JB : F•V 

.. 

.. ~~- .... ~­. . ' 


