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May vote on bond i ssue for estab­
lisP~~g and maintaining a fire de­
partment . 

July 24, l93i 

Honorable L. Cunningham, Jr. 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Camden County 
Camdenton, Missouri 

Dear S1rt 

We desire to acknowled.g• your request tor an opin­
ion on luly 21. which is as tollowat 

•Th8 Board of Alder.men of tbe City 
of Camdenton have requested me to 
obtain an opinion from your otf1ce 
concerning the tollow1ng question. 

"The City of Camdenton i s without 
any f ire fighting equipment and 1a 
desirous of purchasing the same. how­
ever, it has no money 1n the t reasury 
for such e.xpendi ture s and it will be 
necessary for the City to vote bond 
t p purabase the f ire equi pmen* if 1t 
be purchased. l~ a sse ased Yaluatioo 
of t h e City is suffi c.1en.t to allow the 

......._ City to vote bond in the amount ot 
~lo, ooo.oo or ~15, ooo.oo. The f ire 
equ i pment will onl y cost around 
~•.ooo.oo. 1'he Board ot Aldermen 
meet on the f irst day or August and 
I will appre~~te your opinion on 'the 
legality of snch a bond 1asue before 
that date 1f 1 t 1 s po a si bl.e for your 
o~f1ce to render such an opinion. " 

We have been a dv1aed by the Prosecuting Attorney ot 
your county that your cit~ i s a city ot the tourth class. 
Section 7030 of the Rev1aed Statute s of Missouri for 1929 i ., 
a s tollowat 
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"Bonda ·hlay be i ssued for erection 
or purchase · of publ1o buUdlnga, 
bridge s , wa~erworks, el e otrio light 
pl ants and i ce plants. publ1c. parka. 
and other improvements ~ and foP es• 
tabl1an1nz ·~ maintain~~-rtre-­
department.. ~'he board of aldermtn 
shall hive powe.r to bo.rrow money an4 
issue bonda for the papaent thereo1', 
within the limits prescribed by the 
Conat1tutloa. for the purpose of . 
erecting waterworka, electr1e light 
worke, publ1~ parka and ice planta. 
or ac<Nire the same by purchaser also 
a c1 ty hall and otber public build.!.nga 
and 1mp~ovements and f or fur.n1ah1ng 
the ..-, and for the ereet.ion ot public 
br idges aero as streama d1 v1d1ng counties·, 
1t lo-ea ted within one mUe of its cor-

, porate lJ.mi t •• the e.xpea ee ot build ing 
aa1d bridge a to be borne 1n part b y the 
ccuntiea, a s provided tor by aect1o.n 
7900, R. s. 19291 but bonds for .the 
pua:ose aforesaid m oe1S'Sue4 
unt 1 wo-tlilrds ( 2/S} o1' t:b8le gal 
vottrs ot a\iCh City voThg at an 
e1rlect!oi'heta for~\ pu~,nave 
a•$ented thereto; mccor:ce ;rur 

' # t 1cle 10. chapter3a, !· .!· i9w;-' 
(UDder s coring our a.) 

Secti on 7217t Arti cle 10; Chapter 138 R. s . Mo. 1929 
1s ~e followst 

• "T.he various cities; towna and village s 
in th1s state• whether organized by sp~ 
c1.al charter or under the general lawa 
of the •tate; may contract a debt or 
debta in excess o£ the annual 1nc.tom•- an4 
revenue far any such 7e~., !'or an,- p~ 
poM autrorized 1n the charter ot . s\loh 
c1 tJ • town or village; or b7 an7 general 
law of the state, upon the assent o~ two• 
thirc:la of the l egal votera of such e1t71 
town or rtllage voting a t ~ election held 
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f or that . purpose: Pt-ov1de4,. such 
indebtedness so to be contracted -
shall not .. with the existing indebt­
edness of al cb. ciiJ. • .!e.!u .2.£ village 
~xoted iii the aggregate f ive per ~ 
~_.the va&Be 2f l!a taxa~FLrtx 
limtrein, to be ascer1ialned BJ: 
a ssessmenrnext before the Iiat"&aseaa­
men' 'f•r sta~aiid county J?Urpoaea 
prev1oy.s to ~ 1iicurr1gg 9:! wOii ~ 
deb~clpeaa; and provided further-. lli&t 
the proper autbor1t1es of eve17 such 
citJ, . town or v1llas e in~urr1ng ~ 
indebxadness Shall, before or at tbe 
t~e of doing so, provide for the ool-

· lection of an annual tax sufficient to 
pay the i nte rest on suc h indebtedness 
as . 1t falls due .. and also to constitut e 
a sinki'ng fund for the payment of tbe 
principal · thereof, with in twenty tears 
.from the t1me o f contrac ting same. 
(Underscoring ours.) 

c Section 7218 provide s that the proper city o1"t·1cial:e 
shall order an election and g ive notice thereot, which ea14 
notice shall be si gned b,- the clerk a Dd pubJ.ished• 

s ection 7219 provldes for . ballota and the· form th•reot;. 
ct1.on '7220 provides tor the issuance of boada• payable in 

pot more than 20 yeare and the terme thereof• sec.tioa · '7221. 
provides the soope of ihe prov1s1oua of the tour preoedins 
·••Ct1on .. 

CONCLU s:t.qlf 

· There f ore, 1 t 1 s t he opinion of .'this 9-ep..&.tment tba t a 
ci~ o f the f ourth o'l.aas may vote bonds for ~t;bl1sh1ng and 
ma1Dta1D1ng a tire depar ·tmeDt 1n a SlJil which shall not- with 
the existing indebtedness ot such cit)', to"Wn or •lllage exceed 
1D the aggregate 6ft on the value of the taxable property there­
in• to be a s certained by tbe asseaanent next bef ore the last 
asse ssment for ata te and eounty purposes, When 2/3 of the legal 
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voter a of such c1 ty, town or village, voting 
held for that purpose rave ssented thereto. 

rlespectfully sub~tted. 

b . V. MEDLING 
Ass1 stan t Attorney-General 

AP ... ROVEDa 

COVELL H. E.c.1VI 'l'T 
( Acting ) Attorney-General 

I 


