
MOTOR VEHICLE : Any 1;r u ck driven or ope rated on 
the highway s must be reg i s tered . 

February 16• 1939 
FJ LEu 

Col. B. M. Casteel. Supt . 
Missouri State I:!i ghway Patrol 
Jeff erson City. Missouri 

/5 
Dear Sir: 

We are i n receipt of· your lettor of l•'ebruary 
14th. 1939~ i n which you request an opinion on t he 
followi ng: 

"l. Sgt. James s . Poage, St . Joseph• 
bas requested information as to 
whether or not a t ruck with a hammer 
mi~l (feed grinder) attached wherein 
t he motor of t he truck is used a lso 
aa a power plant for the feed grinder . 
need b& ree::,; i stered under t he present 
motor veh1c1e law•• 

"2. Severa l of t hese are operating in 
Sgt . Poage 's territory, some of them 
having an additional power plant at­
tached. It is t he opinion of Stit • 
Poage and t he Proseeutlng Attorney ' s 
offiee that t hese vehicles shoul d be 
registered# but there ia some doubt 
in t heir opinion as to registrat ion 
ot t ho first described veh icles. " 

Section 7761 Lawa of Missouri, Extra Session. 
1933-34. page 99 . par. (a) . partiallJ reads aa 
followaa 

~very owner of a motor vehicle or 
trailer. which shall oe operated 
or dri ~en upon the h i ghwa7a of thi s 
state , ihall exaept aa here in other­
wise expressly p~oviCI.ed. eause to be 
filed, by mail or oth~rw1ae, in the 
office of the commissioner . an appli­
cation for r egistration on a blank 

----
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to be furnished by t he commissioner . 
for t hat purpose -?s- * * -!t- ·:. * * ~ " 

Paragraph (b) t hereof reads as f ollows: 

"Upon t he filine of such application. 
· exhibit1on ·of certificate of ownership 

and t he payment of the fees hereinafter 
provided• t he commissioner shall assign 
a number to such motor vehicle- and 
without o·t her expense to the applicant 
•hall 1s•ue and deliver to the owner a 
certificate Gf registration in such 
form as . the commiss i oner aha1l prescribe. 
and a plate , or set of plates, bearing 
auch number." 

Paragraph (c) t hereof partiallJ reads as f ollows: 

* * "For commercial motor vehicles .having 
a capacity o!'a 
Leas than 2 tons •••••••••••• • ••••••• <ilO. SO 
2 tons and less than 5 tons ••••••••• 18 . 00 
5 ton e and less than 6 tons ••••••••• 27 . 00 
6 tor .. a a nd less than 7 tons.......... 30. 00 
7 tons and les.s than 8 tons ••••••• •• 36 •. 00 

and for every ton or major traction t her eof 
in excess of 8 tons. 15.00 per ton.* * n 

This atatut• 1s not ambiguous and provides that 
motor vehicl es operated or driven upon the h i ghway• 
of the state mu st be registered. 

In 59 c. J. • page 952• it 1a ·aaids . 

"The intention of t he legislature 
1a to be obtained primarily .from 
the lang•age u sed in the statute. 
The court must impartially and with­
out bias review t he written words of 
the act• bei ng aided in their in­
terpretation by the canons of con-
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atruct1on. Where t he language or 
a atatute 1a plain and unambiguous , 
there 1a no occasion for construction, 
even though other meaning& could be 
found ; and t he court cannot indul ge 
in speculation as to the probable or 
poaeible qual1~icat1ona which might 
have been in the mind of the legis­
lature. but the statute must be given 
effect according to its plain and ob .. 
vioua meaning, " citing Gendron v . 
Dwight Chapin & Co., (App.) 3? S. W. 
(2d) 486J Bet& v. Kansas City So. R. 
co., 28-' s •. w. 463, 314 uo. 390J 
Crier v. Kansas City, c. C. & St. J . 
Ry. Co •• 228 8 . V. 454._ 286 t.t~. 523. 

59 c ~ J. , at page 961, seta out the :f"ollowing t 

"In construing a statute to bive 
e:r:rect to t he i ntent or purpo.se of 
t he l e gislature• the object of the 
~tatute must be kept in mind• .and 
such eonstruetion placed upon it as 
will, i f' possib~e . ef:Ceet i ts pur-
pose , and r ender it valid, even 
t hough it be somewhat indefinite. To 
t hi s end it should be given a reason-
able or liberal construction; and if 
susceptible of more than one construc­
tion. it mus t be g i ven t hat whi ch will 
beat e ffect ita purpose r ather t han 
one which would defeat it ~ even though 
such construction is not within the 
stri ct literal interpret at i on of the 
statute. and, even t hough both are 
equally reasonable. · Where t here ia 
no val.1d ~e~son fo-r Of!e of two con­
structions., the one f or wh i ch there 
1e no r eason should not be a dopted. 
The legislature ea nnot be held to have 
intended somet hi ng beyond its authority 
in order to qualify t he langua ge it haa 
uaed," c iting Betz v . Columbia; Telephone 
co._ (App . ) 24 s . w. ( 2d) 224. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above author1t1ee it 1e the 
opinion of t his department that motor truoke with 
a hanmJ.&l" m!.ll.,. or feed grinder, attaohed, where in 
t he motor of the truck 1e used al so as a power 
plant for the feed grinder, and motor truoks equip­
ped with additional power plant at-tached, muat be 
registered under section ?761 Extra Session Lawa 
of Miaaouri, 1933-34, page 99 i~ t he motor truck 
1a driven or operated on the htghways . 

Respectfully submit t ed , 

W. J . BURKE 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPROVED I 

J . W • BUFFD~GTON 
(Acting ) Attorney General 

WJB&RW 
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