
TAXATION : 
Ali.UREVENUE : 

Citi ~ 3 of the Fourth Class shall , in tn~ubliskea 
list of delinquent lands to be sold for delin­
quent taxes , pr ovide t ha t the same shall be sold 
at public auction at the court house door of the 
county i n which such city may be located. 

September 26. 1939. 

- -:o<;.;:;......,... • 

FI LED 
Honorable c. D. Bray 
City Att orney 
Campbell. Missouri 

Dear Mr . Bray : 

/ 
We desire t o acknowledge your request for an opin­

ion on Sep temoer 24 . 19 39• which i s as followaz 

"In my letter of to-day which has al­
ready been despatched I overlooked 
one other matter which I intended to 
mention with reference to t he sale of 
property for delinquent city taxes in 
cities of t he fourth class. 

"You have held that city collectors 
are t o advert i se and sell city pro~r­
t y for delinquent taxes, and execute 
deeds therefor. t he s ame as county 
collee~rs for delinquent state and 
county taxes. 

"liay I now enquire i f t he sale of city 
prop erty for delinquent city taxe s by 
t he city collector s hould be held at 
t he county courthouse t hough t he city 
may be some ot her city than t he county 
seat city or can such sales be held i n 
the respective c i ties at such publ i c 
place t herein as may be designated by 
t he city collector i n his advert i sement? 
I thank you. • 
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Section 6995 R. s. Mo. 1929, i~ as followss 

"Upon the £irst day of January of each 
year all unpaid city ~axes ahall become 
delinquent, and the ta.xes upon real pro­
perty are hereby made a lien thereon. 
The en1'orcexnent of all taxes authorized 
b.z t his article Shallbe ~ jn!!!!. 
.!!.!!!!. manner ~ under !h!_ same .-r.-u1-· .-e.-a 
and reg_ulations as are or may be provid­
ed by law lor the-cOIIect1on and enforce­
ment of the pajiii'int of state and count1 
taxes., i ncluding the seizure and sale 
of goods and chattels., both bef ore and 
after said taxe$ shall become delinquent: 
Provided, that all suits for t he collec­
tion of city taxes shall be brought in 
the name of the state, at the relation 
and to t he use of t he city collector." 
( Underscoring ours) 

Section 9952b, Laws of Missouri 19331 at page 430, is, 
in part, as followss 

"The county collector shall cause a copy 
of such l i st of delinquent lands and lots 
to oe printed ~n sor-_e newspaper of general 
c i rculation ~nd published in the county, 
for three consecutive weeks, one insertion 
weekl7, ~.tore such sale., the last inser­
tion t o be a t least fifteen days prior to 
the f'irst Monday in November. And it shall 
only be necessary in th6 printed and pub­
lished lis t to state in the aggregate the 
amount of taxes, penalty., interest and 
coat due ther,eon ., each year separately 
stated, and t he land therein descr ibed 
shall be described in forty-acre tracts or 
other legal . subdiv1sion, and the lots shall 
be described by number , block, addition, 
ete., provided., however, that if a part or 
parts of any forty-acre tract or other 
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legal subdivision or lot ia assessed on 
the tax books to two or more parties as · 
owners thereof. then, as to auch land 
or lots, such list shall be so prepared 
and separated. To such .li,st shall he 

' a ttached and in like manner ao printed 
and publ ished a notice t h;o.t su :anuch of 
said lands and l ots as may be necessary 
to discharge the taxe8~ interest and 
charges w~ch may be due t hereon at the 
time of sale will be sold at publ i c 
auction at the cQurthouse door of such 
county, on the first Monday in November 
next t hereat'ter _. conmencing at ten 
o'clock of · said day and continuing .from 
day to day thereafter until all are of­
fered•" 

Section , 9963c, t hereof, is as follows s 

"In all counties that have adopted or 
may he.reafter adop t towns hi p organiza­
ti-on, wherever the word 'collector' ia 
uaed i n this act, as to auch counties 
such designation ahall be construed to 
mean 'treasurer and ex-officio collec­
tor .. ' or in Section 9962 may be town­
ship collector . Where appl i cable it 
shall also ref er to the collect or, or 
other proper off icer, collecting taxes 
i n any c ity or town. Where applicable 
t he word ' ·county ' as used i n this act 
shall be construed ' Cit-y' an~ t he words 
'county clerk ' shall be construed 'c i t y 
clerk, or other proper of ficer.•" 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, it is the conclusion of· this department 
that it ia the duty or the City Collector of a city of 
the Fourth Class to enforce the collection of taxes on 
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real estate due the city i n the aame manner and under the 
s ame rules and re~ulationa as are or may be provided by 
law for t he collection and enforcement of t he payment of 
state and county taxes and t hat a publ i cation of a list of 
delinquent lands shall stat e that such lands wi ll be aold 
at publi c auction at t he courthouae door of t be county i n 
which auoh city i s located. 

Respectfully submitted. 

s . v. MBDLING 
Assistant Attorney General 

, 
&PPROVEDa 

1q W. " J . BURKE 
(Acting ) Att orney- General 

SVMaLB 


