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Electione a Suppl emental opinion to St . Louis Board 
o£ El ection Commissioners. 

June 25- 1938 
I 

Board of Election C~saionera 
for the City of St . Lou~• 
208 South 12th Boulevard 
St. Louis , M1 ssour1 

Gentlemen a 

Under date of June 15, 1938, you advised t his depart­
ment that two propositions would be submitted to qualified 
voters of tbe City of s t . Louia at the primary election to 
be hel d 1n sa.id city on 'l'Uoaday , August 2, 1938, r or the 
incurring of 1ndebtadneas and issuance of bonds . You re­
quested our opinion as to whether you anould f ollow your 
ordinance or Sec. 54 of t he Laws of Ul ~ souri, 1937, page 
258 relatinJ to notice of tiLe and place of r egistration 
and election in cities of six hundred thousand (600, 000 ) 
~bitanta. The pr ovision f or notice in t he or~ance 
being i nconsistent with t he statutory provision, we he l d 
t hat you mus t follow the latter. 

You now state that t h e propoa1t1ons are to be submi t ted 
in accordance with Sec. 7218, R. s . Mo . 1929, and call our 
attention to the fac t that the o.c-d1nance ia based on said 
s tatute and in harmony t herewith. 

Sec . 7218, R. s. Ko . 1929 provides as tollowsc 

"Por the pur pose of testing the sense 
of the voters of any incorporated ci ty , 
town, or village upon a proposition to 
i ncur debt a s authorized in the pre­
ceding section, the council, board ot 
aldermen or trustees , a s t he ckse may 
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be ~ shal l order an el ection to be 
held of which th~y shall give notice 
signed by t he city clerk . Such no-
tice shall be advertised by publ i ca-
tion once a week ror t hree consecu-
tive eeka 1n a newspaper publi&bed 
1n the city or village, aa the caae 
may bee It there be no newspaper pub­
l iahed 1n the o1 ty , town or village • 
then 1n a newspaper published in tha 
county wherein ia situate such city• 
town or village. It there are one or 
more daily newspapers published 1n such 
city , town or village which shall have 
been publ1&hed continuously for fifty-
two weeks next before publication or 
t he notice is r equired to begin and 
ahall have a bona fide circulation or 
aal.e therein or at least one t housand 
copies, such notice ahall be published 
in at l east one of such newapapera. 
The fir s t publication of t he notice 
shall be made a t l ea.at twenty-one days 
before, and the last shall be within 
two weeka of the date of the election . 
SUch election shall be hel d and judges 
thereof appoi nted as in ease or other 
election s in euch municipalities , ex-
cept that t he board of election com­
miaaion~r• of said city (if t here be 
such a board) or other proper aut .. ori­
tiea having charge of auch election 
&hall provide at least one voting place 
1n each ward of t he mun1c1pall ty con­
ducting such election (it there be more 
than one ward ) and for that purpose t hey 
may combine as many election precincts 
1n each ward as i n the1r j udgment may 
be proper. The judges and clerks ot 
t he precinct in which a voting place 
1a located ahal~ act as t he Judges and 
cl.erka or such elee tion !'or auch combined 
precinct. Except as herein provided, ouch 
election shall be conducted 1n the sam. 
manner and by the same eleo tion oommia­
aionere (if there be such election com­
m1sa1oners ) Judges and clerks and other 
of ficers and employes as other electiona 
are conducted." 
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Board of El ection C~~ai >nera -s-

Section ~4 1\lpra prov1dee in part t hat1 "It aha~l be 
the duty of euch Board to _!ive ten days ' not1oe , by one 
publication only ~ unleaa o therwiae provided Ez. .!!! * .ct *•" 

.. 

The Legisl ature havin3 ape~!ied tho manner of gi ving 
notice tor the submission ot proposi.tiona to incur debt 1n 
a manner oTher than Seo. 34 supra. we are or the opinion 
t hat the 13oard of Eleet1on Commisaionera for t ile Cit -y of St . 
Louis mus t follow t he provisions tor notice of election as 
contained in Se c. ?218 R. s. Uo. 1929. 

Respectfully submitted 

MAX VIASSEftJJAlf 
Aas1atant Attorney General 

APPROVED a 

J. E . TAYLOR 
(Acting ) Att or ney General 
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