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TAXA~IOlJ : Tenant occupying premises for a term, may, within such 
term, redeem such premises from a holder of a certi­
ficate of purchase , within statutory period . 

January 15- 1938 
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Mr. Mark \Y. Wilson 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Henry County 
Clinton , Missouri 

Dear Kr. V il~on a 

We wish to acknowledge your request for an opinion 
dated January 11, 1938, which is as f ollowa a 

ftThe county treasurer has asked me to 
secure an opinion from your department 
aa to the eonatruction ot Section 9956a, 
Lawa o~ Missouri, 1933. In said aec­
b1on it reada 'the owner or occupant 
o£ any land or lot sold for taxes, or 
any other person having an interest 
therein, may redeem the same at any 
time during the two years next ensu­
ing, etc. • The particular problem be­
fore the treasurer 1 a the case o~ a 
tenant occupying land sold for taxea 
and who is now endeavoring to redeem 
said land on the ground that he ia an 
occupant. · 

"The treas'Urer would like to know i:f 
said tenant has such an interest 1n 
the land that he may redeem. We Y1ll 
appreciate an opinion on t~a aection 
as soon as poss ible.• 

Section 9952& of the 1933 Session Acta , at page 430 , ia 
in part aa followa a 
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"All lands and lots on which taxes are 
delinquent and unpaid shall be subject 
to aale to dis~harge the lien for said 
delinquent and unpaid taxes as provided 
for in this act on the first Monday 
of November of e~ch year, and it ahall 
not be necessar,· to include the name 
of the owner, mortgagee, occupant or 
any other person or corporation own­
ing ~r ela~ an interest in or to 
any of said lands or lots in the notice 
of such sale; * * * " 

Sect1on 9956a of the 1933 Session Aet3, at page 437, ia 
in par t aa f ollowat 

"The owner or occupant of any land or 
lot sold for taxea, or any other 
peraon.s having an interest thereip, 
may redeem the s ame at any time during 
the two years next ensuing, -~ * * " 

Section 9954a of the 1933 Session Acta, at page 435, is 
in pa1t as followas 

"The purchaser of any tract or lot 
of land at sale f'or delinquent taxes, 
hamesteada excepted, shall at an~ 
t~e after one year from the date of 
sale be entitled to the immediate 
possession of the premiae• ao purcha•ed 
during the redemption period provided 
for in this act, unless sooner re­
deemedJ provided however, any owner 
or occupant of any tract or lot at 
land purchased may retain possession 
of aaid premises by making a written 
uaignment of, or agreement to pay, 
rent certain or estimated to accrue 
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during auch redemption period or ao 
much thereof aa ahall be autf1c1ent 
to discharge the bid of the purchaaer 
with interest thereon as provided 1n 
the certi~icate o~ purchaae. The 
purchaaer, his heirs or aasigna • may 
ent'orce hia rights under said written 
assignment or agreement 1n any manner 
now authorised or hereafter authorized 
by law for the collection of delinquent 
and unpaid rent J provi ded f'urther • 
nothing herein contained shall operate 
to the prejudice or any owner not 1n 
det'ault and whose interest in the tract 
or lot of land ia not encumbered by 
the certi~icate of purchase, nor shal1 
it prejudice the rights or any occupant 
of any tract or l ot of land not liable 
to pay taxea thereon nor auch occupant 's 
interest 1n &:AY planted• growing or 
unharvested crop thereon. An7 addit1ona 
or improvementa made to any tract or 
lot of land by any occupant thereo~. 
as tenant or otherwise. and made prior 
to mch tax sale, which such occupant 
would be per.mitted to detach and re­
move from the land under his contract 
of occupancy shall a1ao. to the same 
extent, be removable against the pur­
chaser, his heirs or aasigns.• 

The terms of the above proVisos 1nd1cate that the word 
•tenant• ia comprehended by the word •occupant' in 9956a , supra, 
which recites that an "occupant• may redeem. 

CONC.LJUSIOli 

There.fore, it is the opinion of this department that a 
tenant, occupying premises f or a term, may, within such 
~erm, · redeem such premises ~rom a ho}..der of a certificate o.f 

purchase, within statutory period. 

ReapectfUll7 submitted, 

S . Y • MlillLING 
APPf<OVED t Assistant Attorney General 

3. L~ TAYLOR 
(Acting ) Attorney Gener al 


